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The pandemic has left its mark on 
the church in many ways—including, 
possibly, a permanent decrease in 
in-person attendance—and new 
spiritual resources will be needed as 
the church continues to emerge from 
it, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, primate 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, told 
the Council of General Synod (CoGS) 
Nov. 5.

In her opening address at the first 
in-person meeting of the council since 
March 2020, the primate said her 
recent conversations with bishops and 
clergy had revealed a number of new 
challenges to the church.

“The hopefulness that anticipated 
the end to the pandemic in the spring 
and summer has given way to new and 
other concerns,” she said. “The grief of 
all that has been left behind is real and 
strong.”

The transition to online worship 
during the pandemic has affected the 
worship habits of Canadian Anglicans 
in diverse ways, she said. 

‘Realistic hope’ 
needed as church 
weighs pandemic’s 
toll, primate says

See CHURCH, p. 7

See ‘PEOPLE,’ p. 9

Climate meeting 
reflections

Indigenous church 
takes shape

Share your favourite 
stained glass window
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Humbled wisdom
Epiphany celebrates the manifestation of Jesus as son of God, commemorating especially the visit of the magi, 
who saw his star when it rose and came to worship him. (Matthew 2:1) For a reflection by Archbishop Linda 
Nicholls, primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, on seeing and insight in this season of Epiphany, see p. 5.

Can running bring you closer to God?

By Diana Swift

Over the centuries, many people have 
associated closeness to God with a 
sense of oneness, and they’ve sought 
that oneness in a range of ways—prayer, 
meditation, fasting, chanting, dance, 
immersion in nature and the consuming of 
hallucinogens, to name a few.

The Rev. Greg Powell, a United Church 
of Canada minister and a chaplain at the 
University of Victoria’s Multifaith Centre 
in B.C., and a veteran of marathons, likes 
to run. 

“All of my most profound spiritual 
experiences have occurred when I was 
feeling the endorphin high of running,” he 
says. “I have broken down and cried when 
I was 32 kilometres into a 35-kilometre 
marathon.” Endorphins are hormones 
secreted within the nervous system 
that trigger a pain-relieving and mood-
elevating effect.

With those running-based encounters 
to draw on, Powell helped start a campus 
program called Running with the Spirit, 
launched in May 2021 as an offering of the 
campus’s Multifaith Services.

Powell, who divides his time between 
university chaplaincy and ministering at 
the Westshore Community of Practice, 
a United Church plant focusing on new 
and ancient spiritual practices, sees body 

On a campus track, B.C. minister 
teaches transcendence and ‘flow’ 
state through mindful movement

See MINDFUL, p. 3

B.C. floods prompt 
Anglican vigil, support

Matt Gardner
staff writer

As November floods brought death 
and devastation to parts of southern 
British Columbia, Canadian Anglican 
offered prayers and help to residents.

When this story was being written 
in late November, four people had 
died and hundreds had been displaced 
after extremely heavy rain caused 
widespread flooding. Major highways 
were damaged, leading to travel 
restrictions and shortages of food, fuel 
and other necessities—and much more 
rain was in the forecast.
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For more coverage 
of the Council of 
General Synod’s 

November meeting, 
see pp. 6-7 of this 

issue.
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Anglicans, Lutherans to meet for  
Assembly in 2022

 
Delegates to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada’s National Convention and 
the Anglican Church of Canada’s General Synod will gather together next July, for 
Assembly 2022.

Inspired by the theme Let there be Greening, delegates, special guests and partners will 
gather for worship, workshops, special presentations and business sessions. 

The agenda for the shared meeting is in the process of being developed.  The agenda 
will include time for meeting separately and for time together to explore and grow into 
the common life of our Full Communion relationship.

2021 marks the 20th anniversary of the signing of the Waterloo Declaration which 
brought the two churches into this Full Communion relationship. We may mutually 
share in each other’s celebrations of the Eucharist, share liturgies, and Anglican and 
Lutheran clergy may serve in either church. 

The Assembly 2022 theme will emphasize the importance of nurturing relationships, 
in particular the relationship between the two churches; with other partners; with one 
another; and with the Earth, alongside their role and responsibility as churches in the 
areas of social justice and advocacy.

The logo for Assembly 2022 includes a stylized image of the Earth with an abstract 
representation of leaves, trees and people. The layering of these elements references 
their interaction in relationship with one another. 

Information on registration will be available in early 2022. Further details 
will be added to the Assembly 2022 website as available. 
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Let there be greening
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Jesus calls his first disciples in stained-glass windows at Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 
Grosse-Île, one of Quebec’s Magdalen Islands, where many people make their living by 
fishing.
    As a new year begins and the sun’s light starts to regain its strength across Canada, the 
Anglican Journal invites you to share how light has led you to Light. Send us a photo of a 
stained-glass window that has been especially important to you, and tell us why. We hope 
to publish all the submissions we receive. Photos should be high-resolution files in jpg 
format. Please email them to: editor@national.anglican.ca

“A noble work 
shines, but the work 
which shines nobly 
should enlighten the 
spirit, so that it may 
be led by true lights 
to the true Light, to 
which Christ is the 
true door.”
—Written by Suger, 
Abbot of the Abbey 

of Saint-Denis, 
France

(c. 1081-1151),  
above the doors of 
the newly-rebuilt 

abbey church, which 
featured the earliest 
known rose window

Capturing the Light 
An invitation to share
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and spirit as intimately connected—to the 
point of, at times, speaking of spirituality 
in starkly physiological terms.

“A lot of contemporary spirituality 
focuses on serotonin-based highs such as 
you get from singing in church. But this 
is different—we focus on endorphins,” 
he says. Serotonin is a brain chemical 
whose levels in blood help regulate mood, 
including both happiness and anxiety.

Like Canon Neil Elliot, B.C.’s “soul-
riding” Anglican priest who earned 
his doctorate in the spirituality of 
snowboarding (See “Soul Rider: B.C. priest 
explores spirituality of snowboarding,” 
February 2012, p.1., online at https://
bit.ly/3db60SI), Powell is interested in 
exploring what we understand by the 
spiritual. He says that while words like 
“spiritual,” “contemplative” and “mindful” 
have distinct meanings, these meanings 
also overlap a lot. 

“Spiritual practices are the things we 
do that might lead to a sense of oneness or 
flow or awareness of God’s presence,” he 
says.

Such exercises take us out of a 
practical “default state” of distraction 
and busy-mindedness. “But you could 
have a spiritual experience such as an 
awareness of God’s presence without 
having practised, and you could undertake 
a spiritual practice without actually having 
a spiritual experience,” Powell says. “The 
practice creates conditions for a spiritual 
experience, but it doesn’t always happen.” 

Does Jesus enter into mindful running? 
Powell says he hasn’t finished thinking 
about this, but he suspects understanding 
and connecting with our bodies must help 
us understand the mystery of the incarnate 
God in some way.

Continued from p. 1

SPIRITUAL 
PRACTICE4

Running has also taught him about his 
limitations—physical and psychological. 
“But it has also taught me about 
possibilities,” he says. “I recall when I was 
about to finish my first marathon, suddenly 
all the things I thought were impossible 
had at least a slightly higher chance of 
possibility. If I can run a marathon, could 
I learn to be a better partner? Minister? 
Guitarist?” he says.

And this state of boundlessness 
and connection is achieved not on a 
mesmerizingly lovely woodland trail or 
beside an ocean beach but on the running 
track of a bustling campus in a busy capital 
city. Meeting at 1 p.m every Thursday, the 
Running with the Spirit group has a short 
period of social catch-up, meditation, and 
breathing exercises, after which Powell 
says a prayer. “The prayer is essentially 
Christian, but the language would not 
offend someone who is not Christian,” he  
says.

Then the laps begin, but unlike other 
campus runners on the track, members of 
this group strive not for their athletic best 
but rather to set the spirit free. “Running 
takes us back to the freedom of childhood, 
the freedom of body and mind,” Powell says.

He teaches participants physical 
techniques, including a focus on the pelvis, 
to allow it to be free-rolling and free-
flowing. “I also teach them to be aware 
of their foot strike—which part of the 
foot hits the ground first and—and to be 
mindful of what happens after that initial 
contact.”

So far, the runners in the group are only 
four, but Powell hopes word of mouth will 
soon swell that number.

Powell believes that we become 
better runners through meditation and 
mindfulness and, simultaneously, better 
self-knowers through running. His 

approach is based on the Feldenkrais 
Method, a system of physical exercise 
that aims to improve human functioning 
by increasing self-awareness through 
movement. Some medical research 
suggests the system can improve balance, 
reduce falls and help ease chronic pain.

Moshé Feldenkrais, an Israeli-Ukrainian 
engineer and physicist who developed 
this technique in the last century, held 
that thought, feeling, perception, and 
movement are closely interrelated and 
mutually influential.  

The group makes a point of running 
in the rain, which increases awareness of 
the physical self. “It’s beautiful to feel each 
raindrop falling on your face,” Powell says. 

Fellow runner the Rev. Lyndon Sayers, 
a co-chaplain at the Multifaith Centre and 
a pastor in the nearby Lutheran Church 
of the Cross, says that before he learned 
about Running with the Spirit, combining 
running and spiritual practices had been 
“new terrain” for him. But intrigued at 
Powell’s concept, he joined the group. 

The awakening of the spirit through 
harmony with the body does not come 
easily, Sayers cautions. It requires 
serious concentration and practice. “The 
exercises seemed odd at first. You have 
to concentrate hard on your breathing, 
on holding your breath and focusing on 
your heart beat and controlling your gait. 
We even run barefoot sometimes,” he 
says. “Fortunately there aren’t  too many 
spectators at that time of day!”

But when you do master the technique, 
you’re lifted out of default mode of 
mundane concerns to live in the larger 
moment. “You don’t review your day’s 
agenda,” says Sayers. “We become aware of 
our bodies and how we breathe. There’s a 
sense of groundedness and our place in the 
world.” g

“ Running  
takes us back 

to the freedom 
of childhood, 
the freedom 
of body and 

mind.
—The Rev. Greg 

Powell

Mindful running aims to teach self-awareness

photo: contributed

The Rev. Greg Powell, left, runs with program participant and University of Victoria student Ronela Vainio. Running, Powell says, can be a spiritual practice, in that 
it takes us out of a practical “default state” of distraction and busy-mindedness, and, potentially, to a greater awareness of God’s presence.

February 
Bible 
Readings

cc	01 	Malachi 3:1-12
cc	02 	Luke 2:22-40
cc	03 	Psalm 138
cc	04 	Hebrews 2
cc	05 	Luke 4:31-44
cc	06 	Luke 5:1-11
cc	07 	Luke 5:12-26

cc	08 	Luke 6: 1-19
cc	09 	1 Cor. 15:1-11
cc	10 	1 Cor. 15:12-34
cc	11 	1 Cor. 15:35-49
cc	12 	1 Cor. 15:50-58
cc	13 	Psalm 1
cc	14 	Psalm 37:1-22

cc	15 	Psalm 37:23-40
cc	16 	Genesis 43:1-14
cc	17 	Genesis 43:15-34
cc	18 	Genesis 44:1-17
cc	19 	Genesis 44:18-34
cc	20 	Genesis 45:1-15
cc	21 	Genesis 45:16-28

cc	22 	Psalm 92
cc	23 Isaiah 55
cc	24 	Isaiah 56
cc	25 	Isaiah 57:1-13
cc	26 	Isaiah 58:1-12
cc	27 	Luke 6:37-49
cc	28 	Luke 9:28-45

   DAY  	READING    DAY  	READING     DAY  	 READING    DAY  	 READING  

source: canadian bible society. used with permission. 
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The final 
wording was 

carefully 
dampened ... 

I cried and 
watched the 

rain.
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By Alecia Greenfield

I’VE BEEN INVOLVED in the 
Anglican church’s response to the 
climate crisis for a few years now. At one 

point, early on, I proudly told my teenage 
daughter Hannah that I had said no to an 
invitation to sit on my diocese’s climate 
response committee. It is so important to 
role model not over-committing! 

My beautiful daughter interrupted me. 
Actually, she said, if there was one thing she 
really wanted from the church, it was for it 
to be active in this discussion. So off I went 
back to the church and agreed to be on the 
committee. (Turns out I was the first person 
to agree, so maybe—if I could also chair the 
committee?)

This work has turned into one of 
the most beautiful, most challenging 
and most faith-forming activities I do. 
I have journeyed with the committee 
through the process of creating a series of 
recommendations to guide our diocese 
in recognizing and responding to the 
current climate emergency. I met with 
people I would never have otherwise been 
honoured to meet. And I learned. I learned 
a bit about climate science and something 
about emissions reductions. And I am still 
learning a lot about justice in relationships 
with people and with Creation.

And so, when For the Love of Creation, 
a grouping of Canadian faith communities 
and organizations concerned with climate 
justice, put out a call for volunteers to serve 
as virtual delegates at COP26, the UN’s 
conference on climate, I applied. As my 
warden proofread my application, I told her 
it was unlikely anything would come of it—
but then they picked me.

Pollutants from aircraft engines are 
particularly harmful to the atmosphere, 
and our choice not to fly to a conference 
about reducing emissions from human 
activities came out of our desire to align our 
actions and values. So I was happy that our 
participation did not add to the emissions 
problem. But I also discovered that virtual 
participation in a conference like this is 
difficult. 

The strangest part was flicking between 
screens, without the time to walk my body 
between rooms—without the time in 
corridors and pubs to let the multiplicity 
of truths settle into bones and breath. 
One minute, I watched a parade of world 
leaders make carefully worded statements 
about commitments they could safely 
make. The next second, in the flick of 

‘The climate conversation will define us’

the screen, my heart was taken to hear 
Indigenous leaders from the islands of 
Panama explain that some of these islands 
are now gone. My body remained still 
(except, of course, for the pilgrimage to 
the kitchen to boil my safe-from-the-tap 
drinking water and turn it into coffee). 
Flick—my heart was with a new screen. 
This time, Canadian Indigenous leaders 
talked about their small-scale renewable 
energy projects done in right relationship 
with the land and the people. Flick—now 
a Chinese official in military uniform with 
national flags prominently displayed is 
sending his message about compromises 
he could not make. Flick—now a Fijian 
minister is broadcasting himself entreating 
the global North to step up and take 
responsibility in action and finance while 
standing knee-deep in the ocean. 

Then, at the end of every day, the For 
the Love of Creation delegation met to 
debrief and share our observations over 
another cup of coffee. (This was in fact 
at 9:00 a.m. British Columbia time; as 
the conference was in Glasgow, Scotland, 
I started most days at 3 a.m.) We lit 
candles and we prayed for Creation. We 
wrote blogs to share our experiences and 
process the truths we heard from all over 
the world. And we talked about faith and 
power. 

Our fellow delegate the Rev. Tony 
Snow, an Indigenous United Church 
minister, told us about the struggles to 
have Indigenous voices raised. Globally, 
Indigenous peoples are most impacted 
by climate change and are most often 
protectors of the land. But we did not 
see many Indigenous delegations on the 
official stages of power influencing the final 
decisions. 

On the Saturday after COP26, there were 
authorized announcements of agreements. 
For the first time since UN climate change 
conferences started in 1995, fossil fuels 

were named as a major cause of climate 
change, and the need to wind up their use 
in human power generation was expressed. 
But the final wording was carefully 
dampened, and, disappointed, I snapped 
shut my screen. I cried and watched the 
rain. 

And it rained. And it rained.
As I write this in late November, I 

click on the news. British Columbia has 
declared another state of emergency. The 
last one was in response to this summer’s 
heat dome that killed people, plants, and 
animals—this summer of wildfires when 
all Creation moaned. Now there are floods; 
the water raced through tree roots that no 
longer lived to absorb the rain. Mudslides 
and floods wreak havoc in the province. 

I am looking at my screen again. 
Click—the news, with a reminder that 
most of British Columbia’s dairy products 
come from the flooded area. Stories of 
food shortages circulate and the grocery 
store shelves empty. Click—a social media 
post from a friend to say they are safe 
but trapped between mudslides. Click—a 
screen full of billowing toxic smoke over a 
flooded recreational vehicle storage area. 
Click—more news of people, plants and 
animals killed. Creation moans again.

This land holds the stories of the 
Indigenous peoples who never ceded 
it—for example, stories of Sumas Prairie, 
which used to be a lake and supported 
the people and creatures who lived there 
before the farmers. 

And now, everybody—my family, 
friends, church and neighbours—asks, 
what does COP26 mean? What have you 
learned? My heart groans. 

I believe the answer to our climate 
crisis is going to be love. Not the glib, 
easy, greeting-card-quote kind of love. 
I mean being introduced, correctly, 
to the Earth. Meeting the Earth like a 
mother, like someone you might have a 
complicated mess of feelings for. Keeping 
that mixed-up family feeling of gratitude 
for all that is received and accepting the 
duties and obligations required to stay in 
right relationship. I mean that love that 
requires calling and listening even when 
the message is hard to hear. 

I think it means my daughter was right. 
The climate conversation will define us and 
the church needs to faithfully engage. g

The Rev. Alecia Greenfield is vicar of Holy 
Cross Anglican Church, Vancouver. She is 
also chair of the diocese of New Westminster’s 
Climate Response Committee and a member 
of the ecclesiastical province of British 
Columbia’s Social Eco-Justice Committee. 
From Oct. 31 to Nov. 13 she attended the 
2021 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, often referred to as COP26, 
online as a member of the ecumenical 
initiative For the Love of  Creation.

Reflections on a 
disappointing climate 
conference—and a 
commitment of love

“ 

5Greenfield, left, 
with daughter 
Hannah

photo: contributed

5Marchers carry 
placards at a pre-
COP26 event in 
Milan, Italy Oct. 1.
photo: mauro ujetto/

shutterstock 
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By Mark MacDonald

Multitudes [upon] multitudes in the valley 
of decision, for the day of the Lord is near in 
the valley of decision.  (Joel 3:14)

WHATEVER THE original 
context of Joel’s prophecy, our 
time fits these words like no 

other. If they aren’t about the time you and 
I live in, this era will certainly be in first 
place until the real time comes. We are in 
a time of global decision-making that, in 
terms of its height, depth, and breadth, is 
like no other.

The intimate connection of individual 
lifestyle and global economic and political 
practices has been revealed in forceful 
detail. Yes, there are big actors that 
enflame this crisis—governments and 
corporations—but it is very clear that the 
tolerance that lets such deadly misbehaviour 
continue arises from our personal 
captivity to comfort, luxury, and wealth. 
And this tolerance is not just for what is 
overwhelming our planet. We have also 
accepted, with no major protest that I can 
see, the hideous damage that our present 
greed-related practices have inflicted on 
the poor, Indigenous peoples, and on the 

Epiphany and our call to inner sight
By Linda Nicholls

SEEING IS A prominent theme in 
the stories and parables of Jesus. 
Although sometimes it is in the 

context of stories of the healing of physical 
blindness, it is also used as a metaphor for 
insight into truth. We read in the Gospel 
of John:

“And Jesus said, ‘For judgment I have 
come into this world, so that those 
who do not see may see, and those who 
see may become blind!’ Some of the 
Pharisees near Jesus heard this and said 
to him, “Surely we are not blind, are 
we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would not have sin. But now 
that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
(John 9:39-41). 

The Pharisees chose to expel the healed 
blind man (John 9) because they would 
not admit that Jesus’ gift of healing is 
from God. They chose to be blind to the 
grace in their midst rather than be open to 
something they did not expect.     

My own life has been shaped by 
experiences that have invited—and 
sometimes forced—me to see what I 
initially could not. Living in another 
culture for five years repeatedly forced 
me to see the limiting attitudes and 

SINGING 
WITH JOY4 expectations forged in me by my 

Canadian upbringing. Whether it was 
in addressing my expectations of daily 
life or my attitudes to other faiths and 
cultural practices, I had to let go of quick 
judgements and privileged expectations 
and discover wisdom and beauty where I 
had not expected them. 

I have a niece who is severely autistic. 
Her experience of the world around us 
is very different from mine. In order to 
connect with her and understand her 
minimal verbal cues I must suspend my 
expectations and see the complexity of 
the stimuli around her. I must try to see 
and hear as she does. When I do, there are 
moments of unexpected grace and joy.

For me, as a Christian, this practice of 
learning to “see” is a lifelong exercise of 
trying to see with the eyes of Jesus, as God 
sees, and letting go of—or expanding—the 
ways we have learned to see with the eyes 
of our time or culture, our class, privilege 
or gender.      

We stand on the cusp of a new calendar 
year in the season of Epiphany, when 
we hear the stories of Jesus revealed in 
the world, and of how some—shepherds 
and wise men, Simeon and Anna—were 
able and willing to see the birth of Jesus 
as more than that of just another baby. 
In his ministry, Jesus would constantly 
challenge the disciples to see with eyes 

of compassion, justice and love—beyond 
class, age, gender or race. Women, 
children, Samaritans and gentiles, tax 
collectors and Zealots were all welcomed 
though the disciples, with the eyes of 
that time, would have kept them all at a 
distance.   

What blindness in ourselves is being 
challenged as we look into this new 
year? We are being deeply challenged to 
understand how colonialism and racism 
have coloured and shaped our world view, 
our Church and our society. Indigenous 
Anglicans invite us to see the effects of the 
Indian Act; the intergenerational trauma 
of residential schools; and the loss of their 
language and culture. Transgender people 
invite us to see through their eyes the 
effects of the denigration of their identity 
and the call to respect the dignity of every 
human being. And there are many other 
appeals to our inner sight—even Creation 
itself, which is calling us to see the depth of 
its wounds.   

Once we see, we cannot “unsee.” Then 
we must ask what we will do with what we 
now see differently. Will we follow Jesus on 
the path of compassion and justice, or will 
we join the Pharisees, whose claim of sight 
without compassion or justice is sin? g   

Archbishop Linda Nicholls is the primate of 
the Anglican Church of Canada.

Choosing life over consumption in a time of crisisWALKING 
TOGETHER4 creatures that share Creation with us.

These things have been underlined for 
me in the recent overlapping of the COP26 
discussions in Scotland with the horrible 
destruction visited upon British Columbia, 
especially the damage to its Indigenous 
peoples. These, taken together, should 
act as a prophetic guide, not only for our 
government, but for each and every one 
of us.

The 26th Conference of Parties, 
convened to provide a framework to 
deal with our global climate disruption 
and injustice, is marked by two stunning 
simultaneous realities. First, there is virtual 
consensus about the threat and the need 
to act. Second, there is an equally obvious 
indication that our governments are not 
going to act decisively enough to prevent 
misery on a scale that is—and this is also 
known with clarity—beyond any kind of 
mass horror that we have ever seen. In 
the face of this, the best the global culture 
seems to offer is the strange hope that we 
can somehow consume our way out of the 
mess that we have consumed our way into. 

How these things unfold can be 
demonstrated more closely at home. We 
have tolerated the risk that governments 
and other institutions, including churches, 

have built into the lives of the poor and, 
especially, Indigenous peoples. This has 
been accomplished by our society’s present 
indifference to Indigenous suffering, which 
activates the destructive forces built in to 
Indigenous life over the past two centuries. 
These forces have been set in place by the 
stated operating goal of policy towards 
Indigenous peoples for two centuries: the 
dismantling of Indigenous families and 
communities.

Jesus showed us how to make this 
world and its relations sacred through the 
ceremony he gave us. This ceremony looks 
and acts towards his coming again, a time 
when God “will be all in all.” (1 Cor 15:28) 
What humanity has done through the 
global culture of money is the opposite, 
with the poor bearing the consequence. To 
make no choice in regard to these realities 
is an act of violent moral consequences. 
We must engage in a spiritual revolution, 
based in Eucharistic discipleship, and 
move in concert with and activate public 
policies and practices that will change 
these things. We must, in a hallowing of 
the Name of God, choose life. g 

Archbishop Mark MacDonald is national 
Indigenous archbishop of the Anglican 
Church of Canada.

5The prophet 
Joel holds a scroll.
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library of the 
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5Jesus heals 
a blind man. The 
Pharisees, Nicholls 
writes, “chose 
to be blind to the 
grace in their 
midst.”

photo: nancy bauer/
shutterstock

There is much mention of 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s recommendations 
in many of our First Nations 
communities, that there be healing, 
forgiveness, grace, and work together 
to bring meaningful change. The event 
of finding 215 unmarked graves in 
a Roman Catholic-run residential 
school has been front and centre 
around the world. We must take steps 
in how we will move forward. For 

sure, there will need to be change in 
relationships—between people, and 
with the church. 

There are even implications for the 
written texts we use—for example, in 
the Apostles’ Creed. Part of it reads, 
“I believe in the Holy Spirit, and in 
the holy catholic Church.” The creed 
was written in A.D. 341 in Rome, 
when “catholic” meant the Christian 
church as a whole, but I know, as a 
residential school survivor, that many 

of us would not want to repeat these 
words, regardless of any explanation 
of their meaning. Throughout our 
history, the written word even on 
agreements, treaties, etc. has not been 
lived up to, so what it is that “catholic” 
actually means in this prayer will be 
questioned by many. We know what 
happened in the Roman Catholic 
residential school in Kamloops, 
B.C. How the Anglican church 
approaches this will determine the 

future relationships it will have with 
the Indigenous community across 
the country. It is noted that some 
Protestant churches in saying the 
same creed use the words, “the holy 
Christian church.” 

For sure, the history of this country 
will be researched and scrutinized, 
and a new relationship must emerge 
for all.  
Carl McCorrister
Peguis First Nation, Manitoba

LETTERS4

The Anglican 
Journal welcomes 
letters to the editor.

Since not all letters 
can be published, 
preference is 
given to short 
correspondence (300 
words or less). All 
letters are subject to 
editing. 

On unmarked graves and the Apostles’ Creed
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The church is headed toward a healthy 
surplus for 2021, CoGS heard at its 
November meeting. But the financial 
outlook for 2022 and beyond will be highly 
unpredictable until the pandemic’s effect 
on the church is known with more clarity, 
the council was told.

In a Nov. 6 financial update, 
Archdeacon Alan Perry, general secretary 
of General Synod, said the church was 
running a surplus for the year, to date, of 
more than $600,000. 

“That’s really extraordinarily good 
news,” he said. He characterized some of 
that surplus as due to management, some 
due to good luck, and some due to bad 
luck in the form of COVID, which meant 
less travel and resulting savings. Also, he 
added, some General Synod staff members 
had left and not been immediately 
replaced. 

Total expenses for 2021 were forecast 
at $8.5 million, according to the operating 
budget.

Meanwhile, another surplus—this time 
a smaller one, of $28,516—was projected in 
the 2022 budget. Spending in 2022, which 
will include planned in-person meetings 
of General Synod and Sacred Circle, was 
budgeted at $10.4 million and revenue at 
$9.3 million, but a transfer of more than $1 
million from internally designated funds, 
including reserves for the General Synod 
and Sacred Circle gatherings, is planned.

Perry thanked the dioceses for their 
contributions, which, he said, comprise 
more than three-quarters of General 

The Council of 
General Synod 
(CoGS), General 
Synod’s executive 
body, met for its 
fall meeting in 
Mississauga, Ont. 
Nov. 5-7. The 
Anglican Journal 
was there to bring 
you these highlights.

Surplus seen for 2021, but uncertainty ahead

Synod’s income. While the consolidated 
financial statements show a shortfall 
in actual versus budgeted diocesan 
contributions, the general secretary said 
this was by design: due to a surplus, CoGS 
in May had given a holiday to dioceses for 
their August contributions. 

Even so, he said, “some of those 
numbers are black, because there are some 
dioceses that contributed more than we 
thought they would … We’re grateful for 
that.”

Secondly, the general secretary noted 
that Resources for Mission was slightly 
above budget, by $46,000, because of 
Anglicans supporting the operations of 
General Synod. 

However, projections for coming years 
include a decline in revenues, from $9.3 
million in 2022 to $8.4 million in 2026—
meaning, likely, a need for cutbacks at 

Church House, states a narrative document 
explaining the budget.

“Years 2023 to 2026 in the trend 
indicate that in the absence of increased 
revenue, program cuts will likely be 
necessary,” it reads.

The budget narrative also states that a 
balanced budget will be possible in 2022 
partly because positions that were vacated 
from 2018 to 2020 will not be replaced.

Before CoGS voted on the 2022 budget, 
Canon (lay) Ian Alexander asked whether 
the financial trend of coming years would 
be discussed before or after the vote.

Perry replied that his sense was that it 
would be good for General Synod’s freshly 
appointed treasurer, Amal Attia (see “‘We 
look at it as God’s money,’” on p. 11 of this 
issue) to become more familiar with the 
trends first. Archbishop Linda Nicholls, 
primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, 
added that the uncertainty posed by the 
pandemic, among other factors, would 
make a discussion of this sort difficult 
until well into 2022, at which time, she 
said, a clearer picture of the church post-
pandemic might have emerged.

“I … think one of the challenges with 
those trends is, we still do not have much 
information from dioceses on what will 
be happening,” she said. “We don’t know 
whether people are coming back and what 
that will mean financially for parishes, 
which will then affect dioceses which will 
affect us. And it’s hoped that by the middle 
of next year we would have a better sense.”

A motion to approve the 2022 budget 
carried. g

—With files from Tali Folkins

5 Masked in-
person attendees 
at CoGS

photo: matt gardner

Matt Gardner
staff writer

When it meets next summer, General 
Synod is expected to vote on a set of 
proposals concerning its own rules for 
membership and voting.

On Nov. 5, CoGS voted to direct the 
Governance Working Group (GWG)—a 
body tasked to review rules around order, 
procedure and composition of General 
Synod—to draft resolutions for General 
Synod necessary to implement the five 
proposals in a report it made to CoGS in 
May 2021.

These proposals include a modification 
to the rules determining the number of 
elected clergy and lay members from 
each diocese; changing the threshold 
for required votes, in the case of votes 
by order, from two-thirds of each order 
to two-thirds of General Synod as a 
whole with a majority in each order; and 
eliminating the need for certain resolutions 
to be approved by two successive sessions 
of General Synod.

The working group stems from a 
resolution (C005) passed at General Synod 
in 2019, moved by Canon David Harrison 
of the diocese of Toronto.

“I think some of us have felt that we 
haven’t had the kind of mechanisms that 
we might need, as the Order of Clergy or 
Order of Laity, to speak into this synod as 
the Order of Bishops has,” Harrison said at 
the time.

In its May report to CoGS, the GWG 
states that its work has been perceived 
by some in the church to have come in 
response to the 2019 vote on same-sex 
marriage, which did not pass due to the 

General Synod may revisit rules for membership, voting

•

Let there be greening

votes of two bishops. But work on the 
resolution, the report states, was begun 
before General Synod that year.

“Although C005 may have been initiated 
prior to General Synod 2019 dealing with 
the marriage canon issue, a considerable 
number of persons perceive that it was a 
reaction to the outcome of that vote,” the 
report stated.

“Some see that issue as a failure of 
governance on an issue that took too 
long to be considered and thwarted the 
significant majority of the members of 
General Synod. Others are wary of changes 
that would have led to a different result on 
that (or any) particular issue.”

For the second time in its history, 
General Synod will be meeting jointly 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada’s corresponding body, the National 
Convention. The first such gathering, 
known as Joint Assembly, took place in 
Ottawa in 2013. The word “joint” will be 
left out of the name of summer’s gathering, 
slated for July 12-17 in Calgary.

“We decided to drop that term because 

we are in full communion together 
and when we are together, we are one,” 
Archbishop Linda Nicholls, primate of the 
Anglican Church of Canada, told CoGS 
Nov. 6.

The theme of both the Assembly and 
General Synod is “Let There Be Greening.” 

“We liked the play on the word 
greening, which has both a creation 
stewardship theme to it, but also a sense 
of greening of the church—what will it be 
for the church to green and blossom and 
flourish?” Nicholls said.

An in-person gathering is still planned, 
with a deadline until Jan. 14 to make a 
final decision. Though there may be some 
restrictions, the primate said, there are 
currently no indications to suggest that an 
in-person gathering will not be possible. 
Nicholls also said she hoped a tentative 
agenda would be ready to show CoGS at its 
next meeting, scheduled for March 2022. 

International partners, she said, will not 
be present at the Assembly directly, due to 
pandemic uncertainties regarding travel 
and time limitations. g

5 For the second 
time in its history, 
General Synod 
will be meeting 
jointly with the 
Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
Canada’s National 
Convention. 
The July 12-17 
gathering will be 
known simply as 
the Assembly.

image: saskia rowley

5 Archdeacon 
Alan Perry, general 
secretary of 
General Synod

photo: matt gardner



anglican journal • january 2022   7    

Church faces ‘frightening,’ ‘exciting’ time: primate
Continued from p. 1

“Some are re-evaluating their 
participation in church,” Nicholls said. 
“Some are staying online in their PJs with 
coffee; others are enjoying the diversity of 
multiple services across Canada and across 
the world. Others have simply lost the habit 
of Sunday morning as worship time.” Still 
others have re-discovered the joy of the 
daily office, through morning and evening 
prayer, she said.

An estimated 20 percent of Anglicans 
have not returned to in-person worship—
though admittedly some jurisdictions have 
not finished lifting pandemic restrictions, 
she said.

For many, Nicholls said, returning to 
the inside of a church is not just a matter 
of whether the building is open, but based 
on multiple factors including levels of 
community transmission, personal risk 
evaluation, and even whether they’ll be 
allowed to sing or not. 

As pandemic restrictions lift, Nicholls 
said, the church must re-engage with a 
society that is different from the one that 
entered the pandemic; the ways people 
meet their spiritual needs, for example, are 
changing. 

“The earlier longing for the pandemic 
to end is giving way to anxiety and fears 
about what lies ahead, and we will need to 
re-engage with a realistic hope,” the primate 
said.

Echoing concerns she had expressed 
earlier at the November 2020 session of 
CoGS, Nicholls also said she worried about 
the toll the pandemic had taken on the 
mental health of church leaders. Stress and 
mental health were the focus of an evening 
session of the October meeting of the House 
of Bishops, she said.

Similar themes were suggested later 
that day by Canon Neil Elliot, the Anglican 
Church of Canada’s statistics and research 
officer, who presented Canadian results of a 
2021 UK-led survey of Anglicans intended 
to give some idea of how the COVID-19 
pandemic has affected the church (See also 

“Rising to the coronavirus’s challenge,” 
November 2021, p. 4, online at https://bit.
ly/3DkAXyw). Elliot also drew upon annual 
diocesan statistics returns for 2020, parish 
returns from his own diocese of Kootenay 
and data from other dioceses to produce 
estimates of the pandemic’s impact on the 
Anglican Church of Canada.

The church’s ability to move to online 
worship in response to the pandemic 
should be celebrated, Elliot said, but 
Anglicans must be cautious about claims 
of congregational growth; it’s possible 
that membership is being significantly 
overreported, he said, since a large number 
of Anglicans are attending online services at 
more than one church. 

But 39 per cent of clergy said they had 
found it hard to cope with the pandemic 
and 60 per cent reported mental health 
problems. How to support and keep clergy, 
Elliot said, was an important question for 
both dioceses and the national church.

November’s meeting—held at the 
customary location for meetings of 
CoGS, a Roman Catholic retreat centre in 
Mississauga, Ontario—was in fact hybrid, 
with a number of members attending 
remotely via videoconference. All those 
attending in person were required to show 
proof of full vaccination. 

Regarding public health restrictions due 
to COVID-19 that have placed limitations 
on in-person worship, the primate 
acknowledged often competing claims 
of government authority and individual 
freedom.

She said she had been approached by 
other faith leaders to share their objections 
to any pandemic-related limitations on 
worship—but declined.

“I disagree both theologically and 
ecclesiologically with their stance,” she said. 
“Worship is a privilege which we exercise 
in community. Our identity as Christians, 
as Anglicans, is not ultimately dependent 
on whether we have been inside a church 
building on Sunday. It is dependent on our 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ 
which includes worship, but never restricts 
its definition only to buildings or to in-
person gatherings.”

The church will need to embrace change 
as it emerges from the pandemic, Nicholls 
said. She compared the church today to the 
ancient Israelites as they wandered in the 
desert. Hearing reports of strong opposition 
and giants in the promised land that awaited 
them, they were held back by their fear 
from entering it, and instead ended up in 
the desert for 40 years. The church, Nicholls 
said, should not be deterred by the fear of 
risk.

Nicholls, who said she has long valued 
the ability to plan things with certainty, 
realized recently that the pandemic had 
taught her the value of accepting situations 
where everything is subject to change at 
the last minute. The church too, she said, is 
being drawn to embrace what is provisional. 
“It is a frightening time, but it is also an 
exciting time as we begin to see possibilities 
before us,” she said. The primate suggested 
that the triennial theme chosen in 2019—“A 
Changing Church, A Searching World, A 
Faithful God”—has turned out to be more 
even relevant now. Through all the church’s 
provisionality, its experimentation, its fears 
and anxieties, the primate said, “What we do 
have is a faithful God. Thanks be to God.” g

5 The church will 
need to embrace 
change as it 
emerges from the 
pandemic, Nicholls 
told CoGS.
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CoGS has endorsed a statement calling on 
the federal government to repeal a section 
of the Criminal Code of Canada that 
authorizes parents, guardians and teachers 
to forcibly discipline children.

On Nov. 6, CoGS voted to endorse 
“A Christian Theological Statement in 
Support of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s Call to Action #6”, originally 
issued on Oct. 27, 2017. Among the 
signatories are clergy and scholars from 
a range of faith groups including the 
Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist and United 
churches.

Reflecting Call to Action #6, the 
statement calls on Ottawa to repeal section 
43 of the code, which states: “Every 
schoolteacher, parent or person standing 
in the place of a parent is justified in using 
force by way of correction toward a pupil 
or child, as the case may be, who is under 
his care, if the force does not exceed what 
is reasonable under the circumstances.”

Canon Murray Still, co-chair of the 
Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples 
(ACIP), put forward the motion. The 
use of corporal punishment against 

CoGS joins call against forcible correction of children

children is directly related to residential 
schools, where many Indigenous children 
experienced physical abuse.

CoGS members discussed whether 
to support the motion. Some mentioned 
knowing parents who “in a loving way” 
have used physical force against children.

In response, National Indigenous 
Archbishop Mark MacDonald said, 
“What we’re trying to do is eliminate the 
possibility that Canada will beat children 
to death again … A vote to keep [section 
43] is a vote to keep that possibility, 
and that’s why it’s part of the truth and 
reconciliation process. That’s why we’re 

supporting it. We don’t wish Canada to do 
this again.”

In a reflection shortly before the close of 
CoGS the following day, deputy prolocutor 
Judith Moses said she felt council did not 
have enough time to consider the full 
significance of the resolution before the 
vote.

“It wasn’t just a piece of business that 
we accomplished yesterday,” she said. “It’s 
a very important signal to Indigenous 
people in this country that we recognize 
what has transpired and that we remember 
these are all individuals. There isn’t an 
Indigenous person in this country who 
would be untouched by that resolution 
from yesterday.”

Moses recounted how her own 
grandfather was deaf in one ear after being 
beaten by an Anglican nun for speaking his 
traditional language in a playground. For 
the rest of his life, she said, her grandfather 
lived with a disability caused by the church. 

Before bringing forward the motion, 
Still gave a report to CoGS about the latest 
developments with ACIP and Indigenous 
Ministries. Indigenous Anglican leaders 
have learned to use Zoom to gather 
while continuing to put gospel-based 

5 Students and 
a teacher at All 
Saints Indian 
Residential School, 
Lac La Ronge, 
Sask., 1945.

photo: bud glunz. 
library and archives 

canada, pa-134110, 
creative commons 

attribution 2.0 license

5 Archbishop 
Linda Nicholls, 
primate of the 
Anglican Church of 
Canada
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See DEATHS, p. 11
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NATIONAL
LESSONS AND CAROLS

The Light shines on in the darkness…

2 0 2 1

AVAILABLE TO WATCH AND DOWNLOAD AT  
A N G L I C A N / C A / L E S S O N S A N D C A R O L S  

8PM EST, DECEMBER 17 2021

20th Anniversary  of 
the Waterloo Declaration 

Commemoration
The year 2021 marks the 20th anniversary of the Waterloo 

Declaration and two decades of walking together in 
full communion for the Anglican Church of Canada and 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada. This is an important 
time, both for looking back on where we’ve come from 

and looking forward to the future. This also calls for some 
celebration, and events are planned over the coming 

months all across the land.

You can be part of the celebration too. 

A collection of liturgical suggestions and musical resources 
has been created for you by a full communion team to help 

you organize a service of thanksgiving and prayer where 
you live—ideally as Anglican and Lutherans together. 

Visit anglicanlutheran.ca/waterloo to check it out. 

Happy Anniversary!

Matt Gardner
staff writer

A November meeting of Sacred Circle, a 
gathering of Indigenous Anglicans from 
across Canada, saw members continuing 
to polish a pair of foundational 
documents for the self-determining 
Indigenous church within the Anglican 
Church of Canada.

The second part of the 10th Indigenous 
Anglican Sacred Circle met via Zoom 
on Nov. 12 and 13 to offer feedback and 
suggest additional changes to A Covenant 
and Our Way of Life—documents 
equivalent to constitution and canons, 
respectively. Members initially looked 
at the documents at the first part of the 
meeting, held online in July.

The November meeting ended with 
Sacred Circle looking to share drafts for 
community feedback. A working group 
of the Anglican Council of Indigenous 
Peoples plans to complete further updates 
in December. Sacred Circle will then 
hold an in-person meeting in May 2022 
with hopes to affirm final versions of the 
documents there.

“It’s very clear that Indigenous 
governance is based on the idea of 
relation,” National Indigenous Archbishop 
Mark MacDonald said of the principles 
guiding the documents. “This is relation 
to each other, relation to God and relation 
to the land … What we’re really talking 
about here is living into that and believing 
that this is what God has called us to be.”

Archbishop Linda Nicholls, primate 
of the Anglican Church of Canada, in 
opening remarks described the eagerness 
with which Anglicans are anticipating 
the work of Sacred Circle “as a sign and 
a foretaste of new relationships with 
Indigenous peoples in our church”.

The primate noted the presence of 

Sacred Circle continues 
to refine key documents 
of Indigenous church

See SACRED CIRCLE, p. 11

photo: nathalie cyr

Bishop in the wind
Bruce Myers, bishop of the diocese of Quebec, was caught in a sudden gust while dedicating a new 
exterior cross outside All Saints’ Memorial Church on Entry Island, Magdalen Islands, Quebec, Nov. 18. “I 
feel the winds of God today,” Myers quipped in a Facebook post. “In retrospect, cope and mitre may not 
have been the best vestment choice for an outdoor service on the windswept Magdalen Islands.”

“ Indigenous 
governance is 
based on the 

idea of relation 
... relation to 

each other, 
relation to God 
and relation to 

the land.
—National 
Indigenous 

Archbishop Mark 
MacDonald
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Thank you for supporting PWRDF’s World 
of Gifts 2021 campaign. Churches and 
individuals from across Canada invested 
in the future of some of the world’s 
most vulnerable communities. You 
funded conservation agriculture 
projects, brought clean water to 
families, provided new baby kits to 
moms and ensured we would have 
funds to respond to emergencies, just 
to name a few gifts! And yes, you bought 
goats! 

You can support our partners through 
the World of Gifts throughout the year. 
Celebrate birthdays, anniversaries and other 
milestones with a gift from our guide. And 
help us work toward a truly just, healthy and 
peaceful world.

Order online anytime at  
pwrdf.org/worldofgifts,  
or call toll-free at  
1(877) 936-9199  
(9 a.m. – 5 p.m. EST,  
Monday – Friday). 

World of Gifts  
keeps on giving

a n g l i c a n   c h u r c h   o f   c a n a d a

A strong national church for years to come
When you leave a legacy gift to the Anglican Church of Canada, 
you leave a legacy for future generations of Anglicans.  
Your gift will ensure the long term financial security of your 
church and the resources to continue the valuable work of the 
ministries of the church. 
General Synod staff bring expertise in annual giving, gift 
planning, stewardship education, congregational giving program 
design, and more.

Contact Deborah Barretto at 
dbarretto@national.anglican.ca  

or at 416 924-9199, ext. 359

The Anglican Church of Canada
Resources for Mission, 80 Hayden Street, Toronto ON M4Y 3G2

Charitable Registration Number: 10808 2835 RR0001

On Nov. 21, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, 
primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, 
and National Indigenous Archbishop Mark 
MacDonald hosted an online national 
prayer service, A Vigil for British Columbia. 
The vigil offered support to those impacted 
by the floods, with MacDonald offering a 
homily.

Other bishops and clergy from B.C. 
joined them to lead prayers, Bible readings 
and worship. These included Bishop 
Anna Greenwood-Lee of the diocese of 
British Columbia; Archbishop Lynne 
McNaughton, metropolitan of British 
Columbia and Yukon; the Rev. Isabel 
Healy Morrow from Merritt and the Rev. 
Angus Muir from Lytton; pastoral elder 
Amy Charlie, also from Lytton; and Bishop 
John Stephens and Executive Archdeacon 
Douglas Fenton, both of the diocese of 
New Westminster.

The primate said the vigil sought “to 
lift our voices in prayer at a time when our 
hearts are filled and heavy with the pain 
and the struggle of what is happening in 
British Columbia.”

Bishops in the ecclesiastical province 
of British Columbia and Yukon released 

a joint statement on Nov. 17 that detailed 
the urgent situation in the province. “We 
have seen frightening and dramatic scenes 
of the raging waters and destruction,” the 
bishops wrote. They noted many pastoral 
elders who had fled this summer’s wildfire 
in Lytton have now been forced to leave 
their new homes in Merritt. 

Anglicans also turned to social media to 
share the plight of those affected.

“People are stranded and cut off 
from food, [medication] and emergency 
services,” MacDonald wrote on Facebook 
Nov. 15. “This is a catastrophe for 
communities, including the folks from 
Lytton that have suffered so much in 
the past year. Our Indigenous Anglican 
churches are severely threatened. People 
are terrified. Please pray.”

The Rev. Paul Richards, deacon at 
the Church of the Holy Trinity, White 

Rock, B.C., took to Facebook to describe 
his work with colleague the Rev. Allen 
Doerksen of St. Matthew’s Anglican 
Church to offer support and pastoral 
care to flood evacuees at Abbotsford 
Evacuation Centre. Richards reported 
on Nov. 16 that 1,100 homes had been 
evacuated and 5,000 cars abandoned in 
Abbotsford.

“Power is out to half the municipality,” 
Richards wrote. “Please keep these people 
in your prayers.”

Meanwhile, the Primate’s World Relief 
and Development Fund was accepting 
donations to support emergency response 
for those affected by the floods. Anglicans 
were also being invited to donate to the 
Sorrento Centre, a local Anglican church-
affiliated retreat and conference centre 
which has housed many evacuees from 
Merritt and the surrounding area. g

B.C. 
FLOODING4

‘People are 
terrified. 
Please pray.’
Continued from p. 1

5“We have seen 
frightening and 
dramatic scenes of 
the raging waters 
and destruction,” 
bishops from the 
ecclesiastical 
province of British 
Columbia and 
Yukon wrote in a 
joint statement.

photo: b.c. ministry 
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EDUCATION DIRECTORY

HAVERGAL COLLEGE
Toronto An independent school 
for girls in Kindergarten to Grade 
12, Havergal College has been 
preparing young women to make 
a difference since 1894. With 
roots steeped
in Anglican tradition, the 
College has an ordained 
Anglican priest working with 
students and staff to meet the 
pastoral and spiritual needs 
of the community. Havergal 
offers a rigorous curriculum 
designed around the pillars of 
academics and wellbeing. In 
collaboration with mentors, 
teachers and a supportive peer 
community, our students learn 
new ways to express themselves 
with creativity, enthusiasm and 
self-confidence to become the 
architects of their education. 
As graduates, they are ready 
to meet the demands of a 
rapidly-changing world and are 
connected for life to our network 
of more than 9,500 Old Girls 
from diverse career portfolios 
spanning the globe. Learn more 
at havergal.on.ca.
________________________
THE CENTRE FOR 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES Based 
in Winnipeg but with students 
from across Canada, the 
CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN 
STUDIES specializes in deacon 
formation as well as life-long 
learning for both clergy and 
lay people.  Our Anglican 
Certificate in Diaconal Ministry 
program includes the online 
“Ministering by Word and 
Example” course on what it 
means to be a deacon in the 
Anglican tradition. Our two-
week “Learning on Purpose” 
intensive is an opportunity 
to discern God’s call while 
being introduced to new ideas 
of theology, biblical studies, 
pastoral care, social justice, 
and worship, and to develop 
leadership skills of planning, 
group facilitation, and dealing 
with conflict. Our online and 
in-person theme learning circles 
are an opportunity to dive deep 
into topics such as Relationships, 
Eco-Justice, Grief and Loss, and 
Living Scripture in a supportive 
and creative community of 
learners.  The CENTRE 
FOR CHRISTAN STUDIES’ 
approach to education is 
collaborative, participatory, and 
transformative. Learn more.
Email info@ccsonline.ca
Telephone 1-866-780-8887
Visit our website ccsonline.ca
________________________

ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF  
THEOLOGY Leaders come in many 
forms. Atlantic School of Theology 
helps develop post-graduate students 
for ministry, as well as for meeting the 
theological and ethical challenges of 
today’s world. AST is an ecumenical 
school of theology and Christian ministry, 
founded in 1971 by institutions of the three 
founding parties: the Anglican Church of 
Canada, The Roman Catholic Episcopal 
Corporation of Halifax, and the United 
Church of Canada.
      The School is accredited by the 
Association of Theological Schools 
in the United States and Canada and 
offers Master of Divinity and Master of 
Arts (Theology and Religious Studies) 
degrees. The Master of Arts (Theology 
and Religious Studies) degree is offered in 
conjunction with Saint Mary’s University. 
The Master of Divinity degree can be 
campus based for those who live in 
Halifax or done by distance for those 
who cannot relocate. AST offers courses 
on campus and online. Our Summer 
Distance degree combines a ministry 
practicum with online academic study in 
the fall and winter and students come to 
campus for courses in the summer.  AST 
has recently launched Anglican version 
of our Summer Distance degree, which 
can be customized in accordance with the 
needs of a particular diocese.
      AST offers a graduate Certificate in 
Theological studies as well as the Diploma 
program in the New Evangelization and 
the Diploma in Theological Studies.
      Shaped by a tradition of cooperation 
and respect, going back over 40 years, 
AST strives to create an open and 
welcoming environment.  AST serves 
Christ’s mission by shaping effective and 
faithful ordained and lay leaders and 
understanding among communities of 
faith.
Contact: Lydia Hood   
lydia.hood@astheology.ns.ca  
902-430-7580
_____________________________
COLLEGE OF EMMANUEL 
AND ST. CHAD 
Founded in 1879 as the first university in 
northwestern Canada, Emmanuel & St. 
Chad offers a challenging theological 
curriculum focused on Anglican 
foundations, depth of Bible study, and 
solid community formation for strong 
congregational leadership in a changing 
world.  Be part of the only ecumenical 
theological school in Canada where 
Anglicans, Lutherans and United 
Church partners study and worship 
together on the same campus. 
Degrees offered: B.Th., L.Th., S.T.M., 
M.T.S., M.Div., and D.Min.
Principal: Rev. Dr. Iain Luke
Contact:
Lisa McInnis, Registrar
1121 College Drive
Saskatoon SK S7N 0W3
Phone: 306.975.3753
E-mail: esc.registrar@
saskatoontheologicalunion.ca
www.emmanuelstchad.ca
_____________________________

HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Explore questions of faith and intellect 
at one of Canada’s oldest and most 
prestigious theological schools. As 
the founding college of Western 
University, since 1863, Huron University 
College has established a legacy of 
excellence in leadership. Our Anglican 
University’s rich history is supported by 
world-renowned faculty and a global 
alumni network that includes significant 
influencers in every sector. 
    Huron offers undergraduate students 
a Liberal Arts education that has been 
transformed to meet the complex 
demands of contemporary society. 
We are dedicated to cultivating every 
student’s ethical foundation and their 
commitment to work for a more hopeful, 
sustainable, and equitable world. 
    Huron’s Faculty of Theology prepares 
its students for responsive and resilient 
leadership in all our program options. 
Earn your BA in Religion & Theology, or 
combine courses or a minor with other 
areas of study. Prepare for a vocation in 
ministry, law, academics, or public service 
with our professional (MDiv and MTS) 
and graduate (MA Theology) degree 
programs, or with Huron’s LTh program 
and Continuing Education offerings. 
In any program, you will always be 
supported by caring faculty and staff as 
well as one of the most robust financial 
aid programs in the country. 
    To arrange a visit, and for more 
information on how you will benefit 
from a transformative education 
that empowers for tomorrow, while 
respecting yesterday’s traditions, please 
contact us at:
Email: huron@uwo.ca
theology@huron.uwo.ca
Telephone: (519) 438-7224
Website: www.huronatwestern.ca
_____________________________
MONTREAL DIOCESAN  
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE is a 
creative learning community rooted 
in the Anglican tradition, helping 
students to grow in spiritual maturity 
and exercise leadership in the church 
and world. The college is affiliated with 
McGill University, and is a member 
of the ecumenical Montreal School 
of Theology.Our programs include 
Bachelor of Theology, Master of 
Divinity, Diploma in Ministry, and 
Master of Sacred Theology. We also 
offer distance-education options such 
as the Licentiate in Theology program 
which prepares students for ministry in 
local contexts across Canada. We are 
located in downtown Montreal and have 
students from across the country and 
globe. For information, please contact: 
The Rev. Dr. Jesse Zink, Principal, 3475 
University St., Montreal, Quebec H3A 
2A8. (514) 849-3004 x222.  
info@montrealdio.ca.  
www.montrealdio.ca. 
_____________________________

QUEEN’S COLLEGE FACULTY 
OF THEOLOGY has been 
preparing people for varieties of 
ministry opportunities since 1841. 
We now offer full time and part time 
programs for those preparing for 
ordained and non-ordained ministries 
in the Church and community. We 
have on-campus, on-line, hybrid and 
correspondence courses that help 
students complete M.Div., MTS, M. 
Th, B. Th., Associate, Diploma and 
Certificate programs. We collaborate 
and partner with other faith groups 
to strengthen our programs and the 
learning experience. Our programs 
include and foster theological 
education, pastoral training and 
supervision, spiritual development, 
participation in faith-based learning 
community, and a vibrant chapel life. 
We are a small college, responsive 
to the rapidly changing needs of 
the churches and communities we 
serve. Queen’s is situated on the 
campus of Memorial University in 
St. John’s, NL. For more information 
about our programs contact The 
Provost, Queen’s College Faculty of 
Theology, 210 Prince Philip Drive, St. 
John’s, NL A1B 3R6.queens@mun.ca, 
www.queenscollegenl.ca (709) 753-
0116, Toll free (877) 753-0116.
____________________________

RENISON UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE is located in the thriving 
city of Waterloo and affiliated with 
the University of Waterloo. Rooted 
in Anglican tradition, our students 
experience an unparalleled level 
of support via our Chaplains, and 
our safe and inclusive residence 
community for Renison students. 
Explore your faith with our lay 
ministry courses through the Renison 
Institute of Ministry or prepare 
to help others with our Social 
Development Studies, Bachelor of 
Social Work, and Master of Social 
Work programs.  
Website: www.uwaterloo.ca/renison 
Email: renison@uwaterloo.ca.
____________________________
THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
is an innovative Anglican college in 
Sudbury, Ontario offering creative 
programs in Theology. Largely 
through distance education, the 
School of Theology offers courses 
at the certificate and diploma levels, 
as well as a Bachelor of Theology. 
Thorneloe University has 58 single 
rooms in its community focused 
residence, which is open to students 
at Laurentian.  
For more information, please contact 
the President of Thorneloe University 
at: president@thorneloe.ca 
Website: www.thorneloe.ca
____________________________

TRINITY COLLEGE Shaped by the 
generous breadth of the Anglican tradition, 
Trinity prepares Christian leaders of varied 
backgrounds to participate in God’s mission to 
the world. The college offers professional
and graduate level programs focused on 
preparing students to engage with the needs of 
contemporary society and to contribute to the 
future of God’s church. The Faculty of Divinity 
enjoys particular expertise in historical and 
contemporary forms of liturgy, church history, 
contemporary ethics and theology, Anglican 
and Eastern Orthodox studies, philosophy 
of religion, and congregational studies. In 
ecumenical collaboration within the Toronto 
School of Theology and in federation with the 
University of Toronto, the Faculty of Divinity 
offers the following degree programs: MDiv, 
MTS, MA, ThM, DMin and PhD. Short-
course Certificate programs are available, with 
concentrations that include Anglican Studies, 
Orthodox Studies, and Diaconal Ministry.
For more information please contact:
Faculty of Divinity, Trinity College,
6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto ON
M5S 1H8 (416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca  
www.trinity.utoronto.ca/study-theology
_________________________________
VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY is called to educate and form 
thoughtful, engaged and generous disciples 
of Jesus Christ for service to the church and 
the world in the 21st century. A theological 
education at VST combines the love of 
scholarship, courage to take up the issues of 
our time and readiness to collaborate with our 
local and global neighbours for the good of 
God’s world. VST strives to cultivate a
community where hospitality, generosity 
and imagination infuse our common life. 
Our graduates are thoughtful people, 
reflective about how to interact with the 
large challenges of our time on the basis of 
the deep resource of faith. They don’t rush 
to thin relevance, but linger with scripture, 
tradition and scholarship to expand our 
common imaginative repertoire. Our students 
learn together with and from our Indigenous 
partners and those of other world religions.
To learn more and to register for your
course of study at VST, visit our website
at www.vst.edu.
_________________________________
WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, at the University of 
Toronto is an evangelical Anglican community 
of learning within the Toronto School of 
Theology offering both masters level and 
advanced degree programs. Our programs 
are designed to challenge, encourage, and 
equip students from many denominations 
to live out their faith and provide leadership 
as either ordained or lay leaders in their 
church and wider communities. Programs of 
special interest to the Anglican community 
include the Master of Divinity (MDIV) 
and the Master of Theological Studies in 
Development (MTSD). The flexibility of part 
time study and online learning in the masters 
programs provides accessibility. Financial 
support in all programs is available. Visit us at  
www.wycliffecollege.ca or telephone  
(416) 946-3535 for further information.
__________________________________
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C L A S S I F I E D S
is god calling you? 

The Sisters of Saint Gregory
welcome inquiries from 
women who are seeking a 
deepening call of devotion 
in their spiritual journey. If 
you feel drawn to a religious 
life supported by like-minded 
women who live in their own 
homes and serve in their 
own parishes, and would like 
further information please 
visit our website or email us 
for a brochure at 
stgsister@gmail.com
sistersofsaintgregory.org

SUBSCRIPTION 
CHANGES 

Send old and new address (include ID 
number on label, if possible) by email: 

circulation@national.anglican.ca; or 
phone 416-924-9199 or  

1-866-924-9192, ext. 336; or by mail to 
Anglican Journal, 

80 Hayden St., Toronto, ON  M4Y 3G2. 

FOR ADVERTISING:  
CONTACT LARRY GEE

advertising@national.anglican.ca

PEOPLE4

Matt Gardner
staff writer

Amal Attia, a former private-sector chief 
financial officer (CFO) and controller, has 
been appointed as the Anglican Church of 
Canada’s new treasurer and CFO.

Attia took over the church’s top financial 
management position on Nov. 6 following 
the August retirement of predecessor 
Hanna Goschy, who had served in the role 
since 2013.

“Ms. Attia comes with extensive 
experience in financial management as a 
CFO and controller across a number of 
different companies with an M.B.A. and 

auditing experience. She has also served 
in a volunteer capacity at a number of 
charities,” the church said in an Oct. 
18 news release announcing Attia’s 
appointment.

Attia’s past work includes stints at 
Petro-Canada, Bell Canada and Navistar 
Canada, a commercial truck and school 
bus manufacturer. She has served as a 
volunteer on the board of directors for 
the Red Door women’s shelter and other 
charitable organizations.

Attia says the church’s focus on helping 
people outside the organization, rather 
than an exclusive focus on profit and 
the bottom line, is one of the things that 
attracted her to the role of General Synod 
treasurer.

“It gives me a view of how can you 
make your work benefit others … That’s 
I guess why I’ve moved to that position,” 

Attia says. “I just wanted to continue 
being productive yet helpful at the same 
time, to the society and the organization.”

Attia describes the Anglican Church 
of Canada as having “a more holistic 
approach” to finances than exists in the 
business world.

“We don’t look at the work we do 
[as] bringing money for profit,” she says. 
“We’re bringing money to help others. 
This is not the organization’s money, to 
be honest with you. We look at it as God’s 
money, and God gave it to us so we can 
utilize it to the best interests of everyone 
and to the benefit of everybody.”

A resident of Oakville, Ont., Attia 
is originally from Egypt and came to 
Canada in 1981. She graduated from 
Ryerson University in 1984 and continued 
her education through Wilfrid Laurier 
University. g

church cushions
Fine quality church pew cushions, 
hassocks, and kneeling pads.  
50 years experience. Free shipping 
nationwide. www.pewcushions.com 
800-396-7555 

‘We look at it as God’s money’
New treasurer and 
CFO drawn to church’s 
mission to help others

5Amal Attia, 
treasurer and CFO 
of General Synod
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Archbishop MacDonald at the recent 
COP26 climate conference in Glasgow, 
Scotland. “It was apparent at COP26, 
and is apparent in other ways, that the 
world is paying attention in a deeper 
way to Indigenous voices, and the power 
of those voices is changing what is 
happening around us,” she said.

Both days of Sacred Circle began 
with gospel-based discipleship. The first 
day’s discussion focused on Article X of 
Our Way of Life: “Of Conflict, Hurt or 
Violation of Our Way of Life.” Members 
praised this section for seeking non-
colonial ways to resolve conflicts. An 
example was the use of sharing circles, 
which provide a safe place for people 
to speak and hear the other person’s 
viewpoint. Sacred Circle members also 
expressed a desire to “go back to the 
biblical model of Jesus to address hurts 
and conflicts in the church.” Article X 
lays out as well a key role for elders in 
conflict resolution.

The second day included a video 
greeting from Bishop Te Kitohi Pikaahu 
of the Maori Anglican Church in New 
Zealand, who is chair of the Anglican 
Indigenous Network, an international 
grouping of Indigenous Anglicans.

Pikaahu said the theme of the 10th 
Sacred Circle, “Returning Home: 

Remembering the Lost,” reminded him 
of the biblical story of the prodigal son. 
He connected this story to the negative 
impact of residential schools, in which 
generations of Indigenous children were 
forcibly separated from their families. 
Some never returned home, as evidenced 
by the ongoing discovery of unmarked 
graves at residential school sites.

“Seeing the children taken away from 
the arms of love in their embrace would 
only leave [families] to keep their eyes on 
the horizon, waiting expectedly for their 
return, looking outwards and waiting,” 
Pikaahu said. “I pray that we, like the 

father [of the prodigal son], can live in 
hope and look forward to the resurrection 
that joy and love bring.”

The remainder of the second day’s 
discussions focused on what Sacred Circle 
members could do and what they needed 
to take A Covenant and Our Way of Life 
forward. Members spoke about the need 
to get youth involved in review of the 
documents, to translate the documents 
into Indigenous languages, and to share 
their work with non-Indigenous as well as 
Indigenous Anglicans.

In closing remarks, Archbishop 
MacDonald described Sacred Circle as 
seeking a return not just to the ways of 
Indigenous ancestors, but to how Jesus 
told his disciples to live—as relatives 
through the land, their common faith and 
discipleship.

“Let us return to the simplicity, the 
freedom and the power of what our 
ancestors lived and … of the gospel,” 
MacDonald said. “These things will bring 
freedom and hope to our families and to 
our children and to our grandchildren.”

“They will remember that we gathered 
here as we have over these past few days,” 
he added. “They will be grateful … They 
will understand it better than we do, 
and they will know better than we do 
the importance of what we have done 
together.” g

Sacred Circle ponders ways of resolving future conflicts

5MacDonald, 
left, listens to ACIP 
member Donna 
Bomberry via 
videoconference.
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Deaths of elders left ‘huge hole,’ CoGS hears
discipleship at the heart of their 
work, Still said. Many Indigenous 
communities have been locked in 
due to the pandemic, he added. In 
response, Indigenous Ministries 
put together a lay leadership 
development program that allowed 
lay leaders in communities to 
continue their studies and take up 
the task of pastoral care.

ACIP has worked with partners, 
particularly the Canadian Red 
Cross, to respond to the suicide 
crisis among young people and to 
support Indigenous communities 
that have had to evacuate due 
to wildfires. The loss of so many 
elders and Indigenous Anglican 
leaders during the pandemic had 

left a “huge hole in our hearts,” 
Still said. Before her death in 
2021, Ginny Doctor had created 
educational podcasts that proved 
helpful in the time of COVID-19. 
National gospel jamborees online 
provided some spiritual relief 
during the pandemic.

However, the discovery of 
unmarked graves at residential 
school sites across Canada has 
caused a sense of grief and loss 
in Indigenous communities, Still 
said. 

The subject of the self-
determining Indigenous church 
also came up in an update to 
CoGS given Nov. 6 by Strategic 
Planning Working Group 
(SPWG) chair Moses, member 

Ian Alexander and member and 
congregational development 
consultant Janet Marshall. Each 
spoke on consultations the SPWG 
has been holding with Anglicans 
across Canada as it puts together a 
strategic plan for the church.

The consultations found 
that Anglicans embraced 
mutual interdependence of 
the Indigenous church and the 
wider church, SPWG members 
said. However, they added, 
Anglicans also asked whether 
all church members are ready 
for the change this represents, 
as well as how to work out the 
relationships between Sacred 
Circle and dioceses, provinces and 
congregations. g

Continued from p. 1

“ Let us  
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  Thank you!Thank you!  Although the past Although the past 
year has included repeated year has included repeated 
waves of pandemic restrictions, waves of pandemic restrictions, 
Anglicans across Canada have Anglicans across Canada have 
continued to be generous.continued to be generous.

 The work of General Synod  The work of General Synod 
has steadily continued to has steadily continued to 
support every diocese and our support every diocese and our 
international commitments international commitments 
because of your gifts.because of your gifts.

  Archbishop and Primate Linda Nicholls,   Archbishop and Primate Linda Nicholls, 
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