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‘You weep before you get to Bethlehem’
Canadian Anglicans visit the city of
Christ’s birth in a tension-fraught time
By Tali Folkins
staff writer

For the past quarter-century, Canon Richard LeSueur,
who lectured at St. George’s College in Jerusalem in the
early 1990s, has been returning to the Holy Land for one
month almost every year to teach or lead pilgrimages.
There’s something he often says to groups of
westerners when he first guides them into Bethlehem
for Christmas: “I can’t show you the Bethlehem you
have imagined, because it doesn’t exist.”
See BETHLEHEM, p. 8
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Amidst rising global conflict,
Anglicans work for peace on earth
Nuclear disarmament
a key issue for Project
Ploughshares
Matt Gardner
staff writer

The Cold War was at one of its many heights
in 1982 when Phyllis Creighton’s essay “The
Ethics of Death” appeared in Voice from
the Mountain, a series of reflections from
Anglicans on the Ten Commandments.
In her essay, Creighton described
nuclear policies pursued by the world’s
superpowers as resting on “the willingness
to unleash hideous, incalculable poisoning
of the earth and mutation of the human
species—apocalyptic terror.” She warned
that the world stood “more in danger of
war, and annihilation, than at any time
since 1945” and that the Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists had recently moved the hands of
its Doomsday Clock from 12 minutes to
midnight to four.
Much has changed since Creighton’s
essay was published. The Cold War officially

ended with the collapse of the Soviet Union.
Creighton went on to serve as the Anglican
Church of Canada’s representative to Project
Ploughshares, the peace research institute of
the Canadian Council of Churches (CCC),
from 1987-88 and from 1990-98. And since
2018, the Doomsday Clock now stands at
two minutes to midnight.
The forward march of the clock suggests
humanity is closer than ever to global
destruction caused by its own technologies.
In response, many Christians have sought
to challenge the weapons and dealers of
death. Through participation in Project
Ploughshares and activism in their churches
and communities, Canadian Anglicans are
living out the call of the Marks of Mission
“to challenge violence of every kind and to
pursue peace and reconciliation.”
At the October meeting of the United
Nations General Assembly, representatives
of Project Ploughshares were present for the
annual gathering of the First Committee,
Disarmament and International Security.
As a founding member of the CCC, the
See PEACE, p. 6
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Peter Goodwin (left) led a PWRDF team at the Vancouver Ride for Refuge event—
one of several such rides in Canada through which participants raised funds.

PWRDF Ride for Refuge teams raise more
than $18,000 for DRC hospital program
Joelle Kidd
staff writer

For the sixth consecutive year, riders under
the banner of the Primate’s World Relief
and Development Fund (PWRDF) hopped
on their bikes and rode up to 50 km to
support victims of sexual and gender-based
violence.

The latest Ride for Refuge took place
Oct. 5. PWRDF, which has participated
since 2014, raised $18,498 for Maison
Dorcas, part of the Panzi Hospital in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Ride for Refuge is a non-competitive
cycling and walking event that takes place
See RIDE, p. 2
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Ride teams support victims of gender-based violence
since 2014. “There was a call out to the
diocesan reps to try and get teams going in
their area. When I saw…they’ve got teams
going in Hamilton and Toronto, I said,
‘We’ve gotta get one going out here!’”
Goodwin says he is inspired by the
chance to raise money for a good cause,
as well as the camaraderie the ride creates.
“It’s amazing, you see the same people,
once a year…. You ride with your fellow
Anglicans for the cause, and it’s just a great
experience all around.”
The event also allows PWRDF to
raise money for partner organizations
without taking on any of the logistic and
administrative costs, which are managed
through Ride for Refuge.
Around eight or nine people joined the
PWRDF Vancouver team this year and
raised more than $6,000, Goodwin says.
Ride for Refuge has raised more than $12
million since its founding in 2004, according
to the organization’s corporate social
responsibility and development associate,
Liam Good. This year, rides were held in
22 cities across Canada, in addition to sites
chosen by independent “RIDE Anywhere”
teams, with more than 6,500 participants. g

Continued from p. 1

annually in cities across Canada. There are
10 km, 25 km or 50 km routes for cyclists
and 5 km walking routes for those who
want to participate on foot. Funds raised go
towards charities chosen by participating
teams in Canada and around the world.
This year, 37 participants rode
for PWRDF in six teams in multiple
cities—Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa and
Brampton. There were also some “RIDE
Anywhere” participants (individuals
without teams, in cities with no official
Ride for Refuge event).
The Panzi Hospital, according to
Jeanine Cudmore, PWRDF development
program coordinator, was founded in 1999
by Dr. Denis Mukwege “as a response to
the devastating war that surrounded his
community” in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo. The hospital provides medical
care for women and girls who are survivors
of sexual and gender-based violence, in an
area that still experiences armed conflict.
Mukwege won the Nobel Peace Prize for
his work in 2018.
Maison Dorcas was started in 2008,
following realizations that up to 40% to
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The Toronto team stands with their bikes. A total of 37 participants on six teams
rode for PWRDF this year.
60% of women treated at Panzi Hospital are
unable to return home afterwards—whether
because of the extent of their injuries,
continuing danger or stigma attached
to victims of sexual violence. The safe
home provides housing, meals and access
to therapeutic care to victims of sexual
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violence and their dependent children. The
program also offers training in literacy,
business, job skills and micro-lending to
help the women launch micro-enterprises.
Peter Goodwin, PWRDF representative
for the diocese of New Westminster, has
organized PWRDF’s Vancouver ride team

World of Gifts
PWRDF

F

RD

PW

brought to you by

The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund

anglican church of canada • fall 2019

1

On sale
now!

Only

$5

2

build resilience
to climate change in
vulnerable areas

improve
community
health with
clean water

5

support Indigenous
communities
in Canada

(plus tax)

Light and Darkness
The 2020 Canadian Church Calendar presents
images and texts that explore the light that begins
and ends the day. How beautiful it is that light can
go through our eyes to our souls, that Jesus can
move like light into our centre.
Preview online: anglican.ca/calendar

3

reduce hunger with
agricultural supplies
and livestock

The World of Gifts is your opportunity of a lifetime.
Take your opportunity today at pwrdf.org/worldofgifts.
80 Hayden St.
Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2
Tel: 416-924-9192
or 1-866-308-7973
Email: pwrdf@pwrdf.org
Website: www.pwrdf.org

Phone: 1-800-263-2664 • Fax: 1-800-461-8575
PO Box 9855 Woodslee Ave., Paris, ON N3L 3E5
custserv@parasource.com www.parasource.com

4

affirm every woman’s right
to a healthy pregnancy
and safe birth

@pwrdfcan

@pwrdf

@pwrdf_justgeneration

anglican journal

• december 2019

3

GOODWILL
TO ALL4

A legendary figure with contemporary relevance
Matt Gardner
staff writer

T
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of St. Nicholas,
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children’s shoes
with treats.
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HE NAME OF St. Nicholas is
commonly associated with the
Christmas season, but popular
imagination is likely to picture him less as a
saint wearing bishop’s robes and more as a
plump, jolly man in a bright red suit.
Santa Claus is commonly known as “old
Saint Nick,” and the modern idea of him
was influenced in part by the legendary
figure of St. Nicholas. But in Christian
denominations around the world, Nicholas
of Myra remains one of the most widely
venerated saints, known as the patron saint
of sailors, merchants, students and children,
among other groups.
Within the Anglican Church of Canada,
Nicholas is the patron saint of the Anglican
Military Ordinariate. At least seven
Anglican churches across Canada—in
Ontario, Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland and Labrador—have named
themselves after him. Each year, Anglicans
celebrate his feast day on Dec. 6, the date on
which Nicholas is said to have died in Myra
in the year 342.
Separating historical fact from fiction,
however, can be difficult when it comes
to the lives of the saints. Nicholas is
noteworthy among the saints for the sheer
number of legendary tales that came to be
associated with him. Traditionally, he is said
to have been born in the year 270 in Patara,
a Greek commercial city in Asia Minor that
was then part of the Roman Empire. But
even his very existence remains an open
question among some scholars.
“If St. Nicholas of Myra existed at all, we
can know nothing of his life with historical
certainty,” says Thomas Power, adjunct
professor of church history at Wycliffe
College. “We do know that he was Bishop
of Myra in Lycia,… an ancient city located
on the southern coast of Turkey on the
Mediterranean.”
Kevin Flynn, director of Anglican
studies at St. Paul University, offers a similar
assessment of the historical record, noting
only that “people are pretty confident that
there was somebody named Nicholas who
was a bishop in that part of the world.
“There’s not a huge amount that can
be said [with] absolute certainty about
the details of his life,” Flynn adds. “There’s
abundant legendary material, including,
for example, that he was at the Council of
Nicaea and punched Arius the heretic. But
there’s not even any record of his having
been there.”
Many legends became associated with
Nicholas that later led to his status as a
patron saint.
The port city of Myra in which Nicholas
served as bishop was a common stop for
ships en route between Rome, Egypt and
Byzantium. According to legend, Nicholas
is said to have saved Myra from starvation
by seizing grain from a ship bound for
Byzantium from Egypt. No one noticed the
stolen cargo; this was viewed as a miracle.
As a result, Nicholas became the patron
saint of sailors, and churches dedicated to
him are often built so they can be viewed off
the coast as landmarks.
In another story, a poor father in Myra
had three young daughters who were being
courted for marriage but lacked dowries.
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Nicholas is said to have supplied their
dowries by anonymously leaving bags of
gold in their home.
“In this way he rescued them from
what would otherwise might have been a
life of impoverishment and degradation,”
Power says. “When Nicholas’s identity was
revealed, his fame as a gift-giver spread.”
“Here was all the raw material for what
was to become in time the Santa Claus
tale: A secret nighttime visitor who silently
entered a home to bestow wonderful gifts on
children. The result was that he became the
patron saint of children, his gifts to whom
became the basis of his later association (as
Santa Claus) with Christmas.”
Over the years, Power says, a cult grew
up around Nicholas, and his church in
Myra became a major centre of pilgrimage.
In 1087, sailors from the southern port
city of Bari in Italy raided the church and
stole Nicholas’s remains, claiming that the
Muslim Turks who then occupied Myra
would desecrate his tomb. The theft of his
bones transferred many of the traditions
surrounding Nicholas from the East to the
West, where they subsequently spread.
Legends about Nicholas gradually
became entrenched in the unique
cultural traditions of different countries.
In the Netherlands, he took the form
of Sinterklaas, a mythical figure said to
have sailed from Spain with a Moorish
helper named Black Peter (“Zwarte Piet”).
Sinterklaas supposedly filled Dutch
children’s shoes with treats and knew
whether their behaviour was good or bad.
In North America, the idea of Sinterklaas
arrived with Dutch immigrants, and his
name became anglicized as Santa Claus.
The publication in 1823 of Clement
Clarke Moore’s poem A Visit from St.
Nicholas, commonly known as The Night
Before Christmas, helped establish the
modern image of Santa Claus, which was

further popularized in the 1930s through
advertisements for Coca-Cola.
While the feast day for Nicholas falls
near the start of Advent, Flynn calls the
date largely a coincidence. He suggests that
perceptions of Nicholas were more likely
influenced by Advent rather than the other
way around, due to the prominence of
contemporary Christmas culture.
“These days, you wouldn’t know that
[Nicholas] was a bishop,” Flynn says. “There
are some places, like in the Netherlands
still, where on Dec. 6 there is a Santa Claus,
a St. Nicholas, who goes around, he’s still
dressed in bishop’s robes and so forth.
That’s disappeared from the contemporary
Santa Claus phenomenon, so in a way,
it’s too bad that that’s been obscured by
more sentimental and frankly commercial
interests.”
Yet if, as Power argues, “the original cult
of St. Nicholas has been overshadowed by
that of Santa Claus,” Nicholas still maintains
a prominent place in the devotional
imagination, particularly in the Christian
East.
As the patron saint of countries like
Greece and Russia, Nicholas is widely
depicted in icons dressed as an Orthodox
bishop. In many Eastern Orthodox
traditions, when a child is born, parents will
place an icon of St. Nicholas at the foot of
the child’s cradle, underscoring his image as
a protector of children.
Though Nicholas is a less central
figure among Canadian Anglicans, the
Anglican Military Ordinariate reiterated
his continuing relevance in June 2010 when
the ordinariate named Nicholas its patron
saint. In an article from the time, Padre
Brad Smith called Nicholas “an inspiration
to Christians everywhere,” describing his
veneration by both Western and Eastern
Christians as a sign of the universality of the
gospel.
“For chaplains, who are often called to
provide advice to commanders and onthe-ground support to deployed troops, St.
Nicholas represents the chaplain’s call to
serve regardless of religious background
and encourages us to work with chaplains
of other faith traditions,” Smith wrote. “His
birthplace (modern-day Turkey) also
provides us with a catalyst to cross the
boundary between Christians and Muslims.”
Among tales of the saint, the story of
Nicholas saving girls from being taken
into sexual slavery also has relevance for
Anglicans today as the worldwide Anglican
Communion calls for the eradication of
human trafficking and modern slavery.
Regardless of the historical facts around
Nicholas, Flynn says, the legend that
has grown up around him has become
significant in its own right as a reminder of
Christian concern for the young and those
in need.
“I know Romeo and Juliet is a fiction,
but it tells me a lot of true things about how
people relate to one another,” Flynn says as
an analogy.
“We don’t remember Nicholas
just because the church is incurably
antiquarian—but because the saints
are not just our predecessors, but our
contemporaries in Christ. What he
represents about faithful Christian
leadership is just as significant to us now
as it’s ever been.” g
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The Guardian accepts—and prepares for—
the coming of God

ANGLICAN
VOICES:
GLORY TO
GOD4

Canon Herbert O’Driscoll,
reflecting on Matthew 1:18-25,
imagines Joseph’s response to the
original Advent.

that the voice had taken on a commanding
tone. “You are to name him Jesus,” he was
told. The tone was quiet but brooked no
question nor failure to respond.
Suddenly he knew why the messenger
had come. Suddenly he realized the one
thing that in his fear and confusion he
had been withholding—his acceptance of
the child that lay in Mary’s womb. That
acceptance, freely given, was the one thing
needed to make this boy not only Mary’s
son but his too. Now he knew the reason
for the immense gift of this visit. He had
been given this gift to show him that there
was a gift he had to give to this unborn
child. His life was now for only one
purpose: to bring up the boy, to treasure
him and to love him for whatever years lay
ahead.
Tears welled up in Joseph as he felt
acceptance and gratitude flood over him.
The angelic aura began to dim until it was
no longer present. As it faded, the first rays
of the morning sun splashed across the walls
of the simple workshop in which he slept.
From now on, he thought, there would
have to be a home, however simple,
a home for his wife and for the boy.
Who knows, he might yet make a good
carpenter of him. Tears welled again, but
this time they were tears of joy. g

I

HAVE ALWAYS FELT that when
Jesus suggested to his disciples that
they relate to God as a loving father,
he was doing so because of his own loving
relationship with the man he would have
regarded as father, especially in his early
years of childhood.
Recently I noticed in my Church Desk
Diary that the lectionary of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Canada has named in
a new way the figure that Jesus would have
looked to as parent. He is called Joseph:
Guardian of Jesus, and the day on which
we give thanks for his life is March 19.
I feel that the best way to meet him is
to try to grasp what it might have meant
for him to wrestle with an experience that
must have been life-shattering. I imagine
him trying to come to terms with what
the woman he loved has just told him. I
think it likely that the hour is late at night,
perhaps even not long before dawn, a
time when we often wrestle with troubled
thought, and when we sometimes dream…
***
In desperation he tried to force himself to
think clearly. There were only two things
of which he could be certain. The woman
to whom he was publicly betrothed was, by
her own word, pregnant. At the same time
he was only too aware that he himself was
not the father of the unborn child.
Certain courses of action were open to
him. One was to divorce as quickly and as
quietly as possible. He had absolutely no
wish to bring shame on anyone, least of all
the girl for whom he had deep affection as
well as deep respect for her family. Again
and again he searched for some other
course of action that might help. Exhausted
and miserable, he slipped into troubled
and restless sleep.
Years later, whenever he thought about
that night—and he would remember it for
the rest of his life, particularly when he
would look at the growing boy who worked
with him at the bench—he could never
be sure whether the encounter had been
dreamt or experienced in some mysterious
reality beyond normal experience. The
figure that addressed him was majestic yet
neither fearsome nor threatening. He had
felt cared for and valued. Even such words
would always be insufficient to describe the
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encounter.
He knew immediately that the figure
was an angel. All his life since childhood
he had been told of such visitations. What
was disturbing and astounding was that
he should be the recipient of such an
encounter.
The voice was rich beyond description,
gentle and reassuring. The very first
word was his own name, spoken in a way
that utterly affirmed and respected him.
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid.”
Only in that moment did he recall that
Mary, speaking of her own encounter, had
likewise been assured that there was no
need to fear. The voice continued. “Do not
be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. She shall bear a son.”
He realized that he had no idea of the
meaning of what was being said to him,
but for some reason it didn’t seem to
matter. He felt himself to be in a state of
utter trust. Things would be as this voice
said they would be, no less, no more. So
securely was he held within the aura of the
visitor that he took a moment to realize

CONCERNS AND COMPLAINTS:

Supervisor, Editorial: editor@anglicanjournal.com
Unsolicited manuscripts are welcome but prior queries
are advised.

ADVERTISING:
Larry Gee
ADVERTISING MANAGER: Larry Gee
593 Balmy Beach Rd.,
PUBLISHER: General Synod, Anglican Church of Canada
Owen Sound, ON
The Anglican Journal is published monthly (with the exception
N4K 5N4
of July and August) and is mailed separately or with one of 23
diocesan or regional sections. It is a member of the Canadian
Phone: 226-664-0350
Church Press and the Associated Church Press. We acknowledge
Fax: 416-925-8811
the financial support of the Government of Canada for our
publishing activities.
Email: advertising@national.anglican.ca
LETTERS: letters@anglicanjournal.com
or mail to: Letters, Anglican Journal,
80 Hayden St., Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2

Herbert O’Driscoll is former cathedral dean
of New Westminster and an internationally
recognized preacher and hymn writer. He
has written more than 30 books.

ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
25th day of the 2nd month preceding publication date.
Acceptance of advertising does not imply endorsement
by Anglican Journal or the Anglican Church of Canada
Indexed in the Canadian Magazine Index, Canadian Periodical
Index and online in the Canadian Business & Current Affairs
Database. Printed in North York, ON by Webnews Printing, Inc.
PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT NO. 40069670

Excerpt from the
book A Greening of
Imaginations—Walking
the Songlines of Holy
Scripture, published by
Church Publishing Inc.,
New York. Available on
Amazon.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE:
$10 a year in Canada, $17 in U.S. and overseas.
Excepting these inserts: Niagara Anglican $15; Crosstalk
(Ottawa) $15 suggested donation; Huron Church News
$15 a year in Canada, $23 U.S. & overseas; Diocesan
Times (NS & PEI) $15; Anglican Life (Nfld) $15, Nfld &
Labrador $20 outside Nfld,
$25 in U.S. and overseas.

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:
ISSN-0847-978X
CIRCULATION: 117,500
CIRCULATION DEPT.
80 HAYDEN ST., TORONTO, ON M4Y 3G2
We acknowledge the financial support of the
SUBSCRIPTION CHANGES Send old and new
Government of Canada.
address (include ID number on label, if possible): E-mail:
circulation@national.anglican.ca; or (phone)
416-924-9199 or 1-866-924-9192, ext. 259/245; or (fax)
416-925-8811; or Anglican Journal, 80 Hayden St., Toronto,
ON M4Y 3G2.

anglican journal

SINGING
WITH JOY4

By Linda Nicholls
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By Mark MacDonald

A

The Anglican
Journal welcomes
letters to the editor.
Since not all letters
can be published,
preference is
given to short
correspondence (300
words or less). All
letters are subject to
editing.

Imagine the shepherds on the night
of the birth of Jesus, tending the flocks as
they have always done. Sitting or dozing
under the stars, they keep one ear tuned
for the wolf or thief and the other listening
to the sounds of the flock at night. Was
it the brilliance of the night sky? A song
humming on the wind? Whatever it was
that drew their attention, in that moment
they took notice, and the night sky was
filled with the song of the angels inviting
them to seek the reason for this moment.
They leave their flocks to search, and
find it in a baby. An ordinary night turned
glorious and powerful enough to send
the shepherds to seek the child, becomes
infinitely ordinary and vulnerable again
when they arrive at the manger. The feeding
area for animals, such as they daily tended,
holds just a baby—a wriggling, noisy baby
boy watched by a young mother and father,
nervous and new to their role as parents.
And God is here.
This very ordinary moment contains
the extraordinary promise of God. This
child will carry the message of God’s love to
any and all who will hear. He will become

a shepherd to his people and change the
world. For now, these shepherds simply
enjoy the miracle of a new baby, the joy of
his parents, and this moment of promise.
Then they leave to tell the story and
become the first evangelists of this part of
the Good News that they have seen.
We now retell their story as a
miraculous event with delight and awe.
Yet every part is rooted in the activities of
daily life of ordinary people open to the
extraordinary possibilities of God at work
around them.
God is always present. The possibilities
of participating in God’s creating activity
in the world are only limited by our
willingness to see God in our daily lives,
inviting us to see—to wonder—and to
tell the Good News we know. May this
Christmas be a celebration of God in the
midst of our lives here and now—filled
with possibilities when we look and see
God at work around us and are ready to
hear the angels singing. g
Archbishop Linda Nicholls is the primate of
the Anglican Church of Canada.

Looking north
ROUND THIS TIME of year,
the millions of Canadians who
live in the south are reminded
that Canada is one of the great northern
countries. Though it doesn’t appear to
come to mind very often—it was largely
missed in conversations that accompanied
our recent election—the North is an
essential part of our land. A great deal of
the future of Canada and of our planet is
unfolding in the North.
The Anglican Church of Canada is
not unlike Canada in its relationship
to the North. There is some awareness
of our presence there, but it is not
an active part of the identity of most
Anglicans. Despite the challenges in
the North, the churches there continue
to bring an essential element to the
whole of the region, providing gospelbased spiritual community and pastoral
care. With that work, we are arguably
one of the most northern churches
in the world, but our denomination’s
attention is usually elsewhere. That is
about to change. Forces—social, legal and
environmental—are making Northern
Canada, especially the Arctic, the place
where a number of dangerous trends are
coming together. The Anglican Church
of Canada will be morally and spiritually
tested by these trends.

LETTERS4
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Glory to God, peace on earth, goodwill to all…
N MY EXPERIENCE there is
something both ordinary and profound
in the way that people close to the land
live daily. Farmers and shepherds know
the patience needed to tend the land or
animals, knowing that they cannot control
many of the factors they depend on—the
sun or rain, the predators or growth. They
have endurance and perseverance in the
face of uncertainties and also have capacity
to see beauty in the world around them in
the most ordinary moments.
Some years ago I tried to encourage a
very small congregation—which needed
lay leaders to step up to lead worship—
that each of them had the capacity to
speak about their experience of God to
others. I asked them to name a moment
of encounter with God in their lives. One
after another struggled to find the words
except a taciturn farmer at the end of the
table. In a few spare sentences he described
a moment of encounter with the glory of
God in nature as he stood at the fence of
his fields—a moment both ordinary and
profound.
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• december 2019
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The Arctic is warming three times faster
than the rest of the planet. While many
contemplate the horrific consequences
of melting ice and permafrost, others
contemplate the opportunities a warmer
Arctic provides to create wealth. Because
of Canada’s colonial policies, the people of
the North are neither able to sufficiently
control what happens on their land, nor
are they able to participate fully in the
wealth that is produced there. This is bad
for them and the planet.
In addition to these issues, a few
centuries of colonial social policy have left
deep wounds among the people. Coupled
with climate injustice, these conditions
are a particularly toxic mix. Without full
authority to oversee their land or their
people, wealth, weather and economic
expansion could intensify the social
problems of the area.
It would appear that those least
responsible for climate disaster now carry
a heavy load of its consequences. This is
a great problem for the planet, since the
people who have been guardians of the
Arctic for thousands of years are also the
carriers of an environmental wisdom that
could be a substantial contribution to a
livable future for all. Furthermore, it seems
certain that without the guardianship of
the People of the Land, there will be no
good way to slow down a melting Arctic

and its consequences for the planet.
The Arctic will provide much of
the framework of our global future. It
provides a vivid warning of the coming
consequences of a warming planet. It is
a call for meaningful action. Close to a
quarter of the world’s remaining usable
land is now under the guardianship
of Indigenous peoples around the
globe. Many of the moral, legal and social
principles that will decide the future of the
Indigenous peoples of the world and their
protection of their lands are being debated
in the Arctic. Canada will either play a
positive role in this conversation or frame
it in a negative way.
During my time in the Arctic, I have
heard many prophecies about a revival
in the churches of the world that would
begin there. I believe these prophecies. This
revival will have many consequences—
moral, political and spiritual. It means
that we are all called to a deeper and more
faithful commitment to Jesus. It also means
that we are, right now, called to defend the
peoples and land of the North, in the name
of our God, in defence of our planet and in
a commitment to justice and truth. g
Archbishop Mark MacDonald is national
Indigenous archbishop of the Anglican
Church of Canada.

Give voice to the people
I am disappointed that the House of Bishops voted
by a mere two-vote margin against the motion to
amend the marriage canon, while the laity and
clergy supported the motion.
The Rev. Derek Perry (“Our rules exist for a
reason,” Oct. 2019, p.5) has difficulty with the
concept “that a simple majority govern.” Yet liberal
democracies, including Canada, have spent over 200
years, at the cost of many lives and much suffering,
to achieve this laudable end. Perry implies in a rather
high-handed tone that democratic principles are OK
for our political processes, but not for the church
(“such a change would give a result...counter to our

basic identity”). I say the governance structure of the
church should be changed to give more voice to the
people (the majority who are asked to fund it and
give time to support it). The gospel tells us we are all
equal in God’s eyes; let’s take that seriously. And yes,
maybe our “basic identity” and rules are due for a
long overdue revamping if we are going to survive.
Ken Wightman
Markham, Ont.

Tyranny of the majority?
In his recent letter to Anglican Journal, the Rev.
Derek Perry suggests that those seeking to re-

evaluate our church’s governance structures are
bristling against “the tyranny of the majority.”
I think he’ll find his math is off: though sexual
minorities have been subject to the tyrannies of
various majorities since time immemorial, that is
not what happened in the vote on the marriage
canon this past summer. When a decision which
receives the support of variously 80.9%, 73.2%, and
62.2% across three orders is nevertheless vetoed,
well—strictly speaking, it certainly ain’t the majority
being tyrannical.
Charles Demers
Vancouver
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‘Peace is
possible’:
Creighton
Continued from p. 1
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Anglican Church of Canada has a major
presence on Project Ploughshares, which
seeks to work with governments and civil
society to advance policies for peace.
Cesar Jaramillo, executive director of
Project Ploughshares, described a “somber”
mood and “acrimonious tone” at the
UN committee, characterized by mutual
accusations traded between nations such
as the United States and Russia, Israel and
Iran, and Turkey and Syria.
He cited “confrontational” moves
by U.S. President Donald Trump, such
as withdrawing the United States from
treaties with Russia and Iran, as a major
factor in creating that atmosphere. Such
circumstances may bode ill for next year’s
conference to review the 1970 Nuclear NonProliferation Treaty. (The treaty stipulated
that the parties to it meet every five years.)
“I don’t know how one can measure
human gloom,” Jaramillo says. “But
there is that sense of urgency around the
[perception] that [things] seem to be getting
worse, rather than better.”
Nuclear disarmament has long been
a major focus of Project Ploughshares,
founded in 1976. The organization currently
engages with governments to push for a
renewed focus on disarmament and plans to
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made very clear
that the path of
Christ is nonviolent.”
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attend the upcoming review conference for
the non-proliferation treaty. But the church
also has a history of advocating for nuclear
disarmament through its own institutional
structures.
Creighton has played a significant
role in these efforts. At the 1983 General
Synod, she presented a motion for the
church to take an absolute stand against
nuclear weapons. General Synod carried
the motion, which declared that the church
considered “the development, production or
use of nuclear weapons or other weapons of
mass destruction” as being “contrary to the
will of God and the mind of Christ.”
Creighton’s stand against nuclear
weapons dates back to 1945, when she
was 15 years old and “horrified” by the
dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.
As the Cold War intensified, Creighton
gravitated towards peace activism inside
and outside of the church. The same year
she presented the General Synod motion
opposing nuclear weapons, Creighton joined
protests against a decision by the Liberal
government of Pierre Trudeau to allow
cruise missile testing by the U.S. in Alberta.
Shortly thereafter, Creighton joined
a group called the Toronto-Volgograd
Initiative. For a decade, she participated
in a citizen exchange with Volgograd, the
Russian city formerly known as Stalingrad.
Over three visits, she learned how much
people on both sides of the Cold War divide
shared in common. “We met with citizens
who, like us, were scared stiff about nuclear
weapons,” she remembers.
Continuing to move motions at
General Synod against nuclear weapons
in consultation with Project Ploughshares,
Creighton also supported motions on nonnuclear issues related to peace. In 1989,
General Synod passed a resolution calling
on NATO to stop low-level flight training by
bombers over the unceded lands of the Innu
and Inuit.
In 2007, at her ninth General Synod,
Creighton moved a motion committing
the Anglican Church of Canada to support
the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons, founded only months
beforehand. General Synod carried the
resolution and became an early supporter of
the campaign, due in part to the influence
of Project Ploughshares. Ten years later, the
campaign received the Nobel Peace Prize.
Creighton views the commitment to
peace and disarmament as a central message
of Christianity.
“I think our Lord made very clear that

the path of Christ is non-violent,” she says.
“It’s a path that believes that love is the way
forward, and love entails respect for other
people. It entails respect for humanity, mercy
and a belief that we have the power to create a
world in which peace is possible.”
Project Ploughshares is driven by a similar
vision, which Jaramillo describes as “reducing
human suffering.” The organization seeks
to accomplish this goal by working with
NGOs, churches, ecumenical organizations
and governments to enhance policies and
regulatory frameworks aimed at promoting
peace.
Along with nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation, Project Ploughshares focuses
on protection of civilians and reducing the
international arms trade. Representatives of
Project Ploughshares recently attended an
international conference in Vienna hosted by
the Austrian government to develop a political
declaration in which states would refrain from
using explosive weapons in populated areas.
Though Jaramillo expresses respect for
individuals at Global Affairs Canada, he
criticizes the Canadian government, along
with other states, for the distance between
“lofty rhetoric” of peace and human rights
and their actual policies.
In practice, he says, Canada has tended
to side with nuclear-armed NATO allies to
fight any moves towards abolition of nuclear
weapons. The federal government also sells
arms to countries such as Saudi Arabia, which
Jaramillo calls “one of the worst human rights
violators in the world.” He draws a direct link
between the arms trade and global human
rights violations.
While Project Ploughshares offers a
vehicle for Christians to reduce violence—
and financial support is always welcome—
Jaramillo says Anglicans can also support
these efforts by becoming better informed
around issues of war and peace.
Many Anglicans have sought to raise
awareness in their own communities. David
Fletcher, rector of the parish of Lantz in Nova
Scotia, participated in the protests against
cruise missile testing in the 1980s as a student.
Around the 50th anniversary of the
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
Fletcher helped students at a Halifax school
make origami paper cranes based on a story
popularized in the book Sadako and the
Thousand Paper Cranes. The story details the
experience of Sadako Sasaki, a Japanese girl
who was caught in the bombing of Hiroshima
and developed radiation poisoning. She
decided to make 1,000 paper cranes based on
a legend suggesting happiness or good fortune
for anyone who could fold that number, but
she died before she could reach her goal.
In August 2019, Fletcher started making
paper cranes at his church in Lantz. At parish
council, Anglican Church Women gatherings
and sometimes at Sunday worship, he will
spend a few minutes alongside members of
the congregation folding paper cranes with
the goal of eventually making 1,000.
Having served in the Canadian military
for five years, Fletcher is of two minds about
the necessity of war. He says that “there are
probably circumstances where war may be
unavoidable. I don’t like to think about that.
It’s not my best possible alternative. But I also
recognize that we still live in an age where the
military may be called upon to do things that
are not peaceable.”
Yet, in pondering the Christian attitude
towards war and peace, Fletcher finds himself
returning to “the notion that peace as a state
of mind is kind of a starting place.” He recalls
a collect about “peace in our world, peace in
our country, peace in our church, peace in
our family, peace in our hearts.”
When it comes to peace, Fletcher says, “if
it doesn’t start in our hearts, it’s not going to
go anywhere else.” g
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Leading Women to leadership
Binational conference inspires ordained Anglican women
to break ‘through the stained glass ceiling’
Matt Gardner
staff writer

“

My
experience
was that
all of these
women have
moved past
punching their
fists in the air
demanding
recognition—
or allowing a
victim mindset
to prevent
a resolute
and forward
outlook.
Each of the
women I met
had a sense
of hope and
anticipation as
they looked to
the future.
—Canon Judy Rois,
executive director
of the Anglican
Foundation of
Canada

Dozens of ordained women from the
Anglican Church of Canada and the
Episcopal Church gathered together Oct.
8-10 for the Leading Women conference,
an all-women meeting at the Mundelein
Seminary in Chicago that sought to
encourage women in church leadership.
But they weren’t the only ones on the
premises.
As principal school for the formation of
priests in the Roman Catholic Archdiocese
of Chicago, Mundelein that week also
hosted a large number of young Catholic
seminarians—all men. The two groups
largely stayed separate, visible to each other
only during meals. But for Archbishop
Melissa Skelton, one of the main organizers
of the Leading Women conference, the
juxtaposition of genders drove home “the
importance of the ministry of ordained
women.”
“We were all women at the conference,”
Skelton says. “Women organized it, women
spoke at it, women participated. There was
not a man anywhere to be seen, and it was
just a new realization of how important
this work is.”
The Leading Women conference began
in the United Kingdom in 2010, at a time
when there were no female bishops in the
Church of England, as a way to prepare
women who might be appointed bishops
for the role. In 2016, the conference spread
to the United States, inviting ordained
Episcopal women to explore what it would
be like to seek new leadership positions in
the church.
The 2019 gathering marks the first time
that Anglican women from Canada have
attended Leading Women. A total of 68
women attended the event, including 31
women from Canada and 37 women from
the United States. Canadian participants
represented dioceses including New
Westminster, British Columbia, Yukon,
Algoma, Moosonee, Ottawa, Toronto, and
Nova Scotia and P.E.I.
Over the course of their three days
together, the participants—among them
bishops, cathedral deans, executive
archdeacons, and parish rectors—heard
panel discussions on female church
leadership and shared their own
experiences in small groups.
“We prayed together, we ate together,
we heard each other’s stories,” Skelton says.
“To say this was powerful is an
understatement. It was, for some of
the women, earth-shaking…. Women

5 The Leading
Women
conference
brought together
ordained women
in leadership
positions from
the Anglican
Church of
Canada and
the Episcopal
Church.

photo: contributed

accompanying and encouraging other
women is a very powerful experience, and
it doesn’t often happen in the circles that
we have in our church.”
Some ordained women experience a
“profound ambivalence” over whether or
not they should pursue higher leadership
positions, Skelton suggests. They might
believe that to do so might seem “too
overtly ambitious,” or tell themselves that
they are unqualified when they are in fact
overqualified.
By contrast, she says, some at the
conference told stories about how “the men
that they know just don’t think twice….
Women have not always experienced
the same kind of support in the church
[and so] they very much appreciate the
encouraging and challenging support of
other women.”
The recent election of Linda Nicholls
as the first female primate of the Anglican
Church of Canada—following closely
Katharine Jefferts Schori, who served as
the first female presiding bishop in the
Episcopal Church from 2006 to 2015 and
was the first woman elected to primacy
in the Anglican Communion—did not go
unnoticed by those in attendance.
“Because of the timing in Canada
and the U.S., being roughly the same
time period…we feel like we were on the
forefront together of women’s ordination,”
Skelton says. “That’s all very encouraging.”
Keynote speakers included Bishop
Chilton Knudsen, assisting bishop in the
Episcopal diocese of Washington, and
Canon Judy Rois, executive director of the
Anglican Foundation of Canada. Knudsen

spoke on trends she saw for the role of
women in the church, while Rois discussed
the history of the ordination of women in
Canada.
Breakout discussions touched on
topics from the theology of leadership
to building financial confidence, from
ministry in rural and remote settings to
intersectionality.
Rois calls her experience of the
conference “uplifting and inspiring” as she
met women from “diverse ages, cultures
and faith journeys…all of whom have
broken through the stained-glass ceiling
that, in the past, was impenetrable.
“My experience was that all of these
women have moved past punching their
fists in the air demanding recognition—or
allowing a victim mindset to prevent a
resolute and forward outlook,” Rois says.
“Each of the women I met had a sense of
hope and anticipation as they looked to the
future.
“What I think many women took
away with them was a strong, supportive
network of women in Canada and the
U.S., women who could be called upon for
advice, counsel and support. I also think
they returned home with hope and a sense
that positions in the church previously
not available to them could in fact be
possibilities now more than ever.”
Major sponsors included the Anglican
Foundation, which donated $15,000,
and the Anglican Initiatives Fund in the
diocese of New Westminster. Bishops,
synod office staff members and priests in
the United States also helped sponsor the
event. g
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Bethlehem: a city of divisions—and devotion
Continued from p. 1

Many of us who have grown up in
Canada and other Western countries
imagine Bethlehem as an oasis of peace
and calm—the feelings we like to associate
with Christmas Eve, and those evoked by
pageants and carols like “O Little Town
of Bethlehem.” But this Bethlehem of our
imagination could hardly be further from
the reality of the place—in Jesus’s time and
our own, say LeSueur and other Canadian
Anglicans who have visited the place more
times than they can count.
“I’ll honestly say this: You almost crave
the Western view of Bethlehem, at times,
in Bethlehem,” says John Organ, bishop
of the diocese of Western Newfoundland.
Organ had visited the city several times
already before serving from 2012 to 2015
as chaplain to bishop of the diocese of
Jerusalem Suheil Dawani, now also primate
of the province of Jerusalem and the Middle
East.
“You almost want the Christmas card of
Bethlehem with the star, and the stillness,
and the animals, and Mary and Joseph, and
everything is just lovely,” Organ says. “It’s
all of that, but it was in the context of much
more intensity—and that intensity remains.”
Deborah Neal, who served as Dawani’s
executive assistant from 2011 to 2013, took
countless visitors to and from Bethlehem
during those two years, and remembers the
tension that pervaded the place because of
the unresolved conflict between Israelis and
Palestinians.
“You get this juxtaposition of, it’s
Christmas…and God is being born into
this land, and yet all you see while you’re
driving through the checkpoint is all the
security, with a lot of weapons,” says Neal,
who is now office administrator at the
Lutheran Church of the Cross in Victoria,
B.C. “On the one hand you get this sense
of anticipation of joy, but also this sense of
being in the middle of an occupied land.”
Bethlehem today is not a peaceful
place at all, but one that feels on high alert,
Organ says—as it would have in Jesus’s time
also. The Holy Land at the time of Christ’s
birth was a “client kingdom” or satellite
of Rome; in 6 A.D. it was actually made
a Roman province. In those days there
would have been an intense resentment of
Roman occupation, plus a “fever pitch” of
excitement about the expected coming of
the Messiah, he says.
Add to that, LeSueur says, the cruelty—
known throughout the empire—of the
“brilliant, paranoid, ruthless” Herod the
Great, appointed king of Judea by the
Roman senate.
The biblical account of the Massacre of
the Innocents, according to which Herod
had all the male babies in Bethlehem killed,
attests to the great vulnerability of the
powerless in every era, Organ says.
“Whether it’s literally true or not, I think
there’s a truth there, that innocence is often
slaughtered for power,” he says. “So it can
be a dangerous place. And I think it was for
our Lord.”
Bethlehem, which has a population
of about 25,000, lies about 8 km to the
south of Jerusalem. It’s in the West Bank,
a predominantly Palestinian territory
captured by Israel during the
1967 Six-Day War and partly
settled by Israelis in the
decades since. Following the
1993 Oslo Accords, the West
Bank has been divided into a
complex patchwork of zones.
Most of it is under full Israeli

5The West Bank
Barrier, as seen
from Palestinian
territory
photo:

richard lesueur

photo: paparazzza/shutterstock

Pilgrims at the Church of the Nativity,
Bethlehem

control; some—including Bethlehem—is
controlled by the Palestinian Authority; and
the rest is jointly controlled.
Running between Bethlehem and
Jerusalem is the West Bank Barrier, a wall in
and around the West Bank built by Israel in
the years since 2002, partway through the
Second Intifada, the Palestinian uprising of
2000-2005.
The barrier, which pilgrims to Bethlehem
must cross on the way from Jerusalem, is a
particularly strong reminder of the tensions
that pervade the city and region, the three
Canadian Anglicans say.
To approach the wall and see it stretch
“from horizon to horizon” can be an
emotional experience, LeSueur says.
“It’s really a ghastly, shocking reminder
of the failure to find peace in the land where
the Prince of Peace was born. So you weep
before you get to Bethlehem,” he says.
The pilgrims he guides to the city will
often look on the wall in shocked silence.
It’s a massive structure, Organ says,
with towers and soldiers keeping watch in
them. Visitors must pass through a series of
tunnels through the wall to enter the city; it
feels like entering a prison, he says.
Passing through the wall is nervewracking, adds Neal, because it involves
going underneath a kind of grille, on top of
which soldiers are posted.
“The IDF [Israel Defence Forces] will be
walking above you, and they’re armed and
they’re looking down on you, so it’s very
intimidating and scary,” she says. Passing
through the checkpoint takes anywhere
from under half an hour to an hour or so,
Neal adds.
Visiting the Holy Land, LeSueur says,
often involves such moments. Along with
glimpsing the magnificence of Jerusalem
and the places where Jesus and his disciples
walked, “you’re constantly bumping into the
political realities of the land itself.”
The Western image of Christmas in
Bethlehem is wrong in other ways, he says.
For one thing, it tends not to take into
account the cold, rainy weather that the hill
country around Jerusalem is prone to in
wintertime.
“I have never been to a Christmas
Eve service in Bethlehem where I’m not
drenching wet and the wind is strong and
everybody is shivering because there is no
double-pane and insulation,” he says.

Moreover, while it’s common to see in
the Christmas cards and illustrated Bibles of
Western countries the Holy Family gathered
inside a wooden stable, wood is actually
quite scarce in the Holy Land, and most
buildings are made of stone. In any case, it’s
much more likely that Jesus was born in one
of the thousands of natural limestone caves
that dot the ridge on which Bethlehem
lies, and into which shepherds over the
millennia have often taken their animals for
shelter, LeSueur says.
Of the four Gospels, only Matthew
and Luke mention Jesus being born in
Bethlehem; John does not mention his
birthplace or where he grew up, and Mark
says only that he came from Nazareth.
Matthew does not mention the details of
Christ’s birth; with respect to where in
Bethlehem he was born, Luke says only
(Luke 2:7) that Mary “laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the
inn.”
Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity,
which has undergone numerous
reconstructions and renovations since it was
first built by Constantine the Great around
330 A.D., contains underneath it a cave
where local tradition has it that Jesus was
born.
The early Christian bishop and writer
Eusebius of Caesarea, LeSueur notes, once
said that the Holy Land itself is a fifth
Gospel, because only by encountering it
can Christians truly appreciate the other
four. And LeSueur, Organ and Neal all say
that visiting Bethlehem can be intensely
memorable.
In Bethlehem at Christmastime, says
Neal, “there’s many, many people, and
you kind of have to find your own quiet
in it. But just being there with people
acknowledging the reason they’re there
because they’re celebrating something they
so profoundly believe in is striking—it
warms your heart.”
All three, too, say that Anglicans making
pilgrimages to Bethlehem are likely to
especially appreciate an annual Christmas
Eve service by Dawani at a shepherds’ cave
in Bayt Sahur, just outside Bethlehem.
“We would go there as families, and we’d
light a fire in the fire pit and the children
would gather round and we’d read the
scripture and sing the songs, and it was very,
very meaningful,” LeSueur recalls.
Later in the evening, Anglicans in
Bethlehem will typically proceed to the
Church of the Nativity, in a side chapel of
which the Anglican archbishop will give
another service, which has recently been
attended by dignitaries including Mahmoud
Abbas, president of the State of Palestine.
For Anglicans, the evening typically
concludes with everyone returning to
Jerusalem for midnight mass at St. George’s
Cathedral.
Despite the tension, Organ says,
Canadian Anglicans should not feel afraid
of visiting, and they can be confident of a
well-organized trip if they travel with the
Anglican contingent from Jerusalem. And
even in the real Bethlehem, he says, they
may find they can discern a kind of peace
amidst the tension—and be changed by it.
“Militarism, heightened police security,
danger—it’s all there, and yet you get inside
the Church [of the Nativity], and as you
go down into the lower level, where they
marked the manger scene where Christ
was born, it’s humble—it’s humble, humble,
humble,” he says.
“And yet full of reverence, of devotion.
And it’s powerful.” g
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Lost connection

A conversation on Indigenous homelessness
with scholar Jesse Thistle
Joelle Kidd
staff writer

In October 2019, United Nations special
rapporteur Leilani Farha released her
report on the right to adequate housing
for Indigenous peoples. The report found
housing conditions for Indigenous peoples
around the world to be “overwhelmingly
abhorrent” and often in violation of “the
right to adequate housing, depriving
them of their right to live in security and
dignity.”
For a Canadian perspective on this
issue, the Journal spoke with Métis-Cree
writer and academic Jesse Thistle, an
assistant professor at York University,
Pierre Elliot Trudeau Scholar and Vanier
Scholar, and winner of the Governor
General’s Academic Medal. This interview
has been edited for length.

In your work, you have a conception
of “Indigenous homelessness.”
Could you explain that? What are the
factors affecting Indigenous people
specifically?
Indigenous homelessness, as I’ve defined
it through community consultation, is
really about a displacement of healthy
relationships over time through colonial
interruption. What that means is, we’ve
lost connection to land and land-based
teachings.
When I say that, you’ve got to think
about the land itself as a kind of home.
Imagine going berry picking with your
grandmother, or fishing with your
grandfather, or hunting with your
dad. Those were lessons. Those were
universities. Those had systems of
knowledge embedded within them; how to
travel over the land, how to treat the land.
They also saw themselves as relations
to the land, and all the creatures upon it.
This is an ancient way of looking at human
relations within the natural world that goes
back in many different cultures, not just
here in Canada. But Indigenous people
here in Canada specifically have suffered
an egregious displacement onto reserves
where all those systems of knowledge were
lost.
Then there’s a disconnection of spirit
that’s happened as well. Indigenous
worldviews, through the Christian
conditioning of our youth—which was an
altruistic effort, [but] what that did is, it
took children out of their kinship networks
and raised them in environments where
they lost their sense of an Indigenous
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having five people per household, there’s 20
or 30. That’s very common.
When I say disconnection from
healthy relations, I also mean a healthy
relation from the state, too, and all of its
bureaucratic arms that are supposed to
take care of Indigenous people.
If you go back to the treaties, that was
the first relationship—from an Indigenous
perspective, they thought they were
making kin out of the settlers, and that
they would work together. From the
British imperial perspective, they were
ceding land, they were taking land and
extinguishing their rights to have it. So
that’s the fundamental broken relationship
that needs to be mended.

What do you think it would take to
make that kind of change?
Well, there has to be a right to housing
extended to Indigenous people,
and with that, it would have to take
into consideration all [the UN]
recommendations, and they would have
to meet a certain amount of those to
say that the state is actually securing a
measurable right to housing for Indigenous
people. You would have to meet, let’s say,
75% of the recommendations. If there’s
no mechanism to make it measurable
and then enforceable, I don’t know if
governments will take it up.

What are your thoughts on the UN’s
report?
I think [it’s] very explicit in capturing
the scope of Indigenous homelessness
as it relates to housing, and the right to
adequate standard of living, basically.
Our governments are supposed to
be beholden to Indigenous people who
they’ve signed treaties with to be on the
land. The housing that they’ve built, in
many cases, is just inadequate or totally
lacking infrastructure. Maintenance is
almost non-existent. So all of that kind of
plays into what [Farha] noted in her report.
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How can the church play a role in
advocating for or helping mend these
issues?
Well, it’s one of the biggest institutions,
and I know that the Anglican church has
always led the way in reconciliation. So I
think you’re already doing the hard work,
you’ve already tried to make amends,
you’re trying to build those bridges. Just
use the influence of the church and some
of its resources to help.
And when I say that, I mean in
consultation with Indigenous people.
Communities know what they need; you
have to facilitate them to do the work.
That’s really, really important. Because
the other way, the paternalistic way, didn’t
work very well.

5 “Indigenous
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a displacement
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over time
through colonial
interruption.”
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You experienced homelessness
yourself. Has your own life influenced
your work?
worldview and connection to the Creator.
Beyond that, then you have the loss of
culture that’s happened because Indigenous
culture was actually outlawed through
official legislation. Then you have things
like the Sixties Scoop, or what happened
with the Millennial Scoop, where kids
are taken out of their home and they lose
connection to their family and they lose
their languages and their customs.
Those are like the higher-level kinds
of homelessness. Then you have to break
it down to practicalities where, because
the infrastructure is so bad on reserves,
or in rural communities where often
Métis people live, [or] Inuit settlements
in the North, people will travel long
distances to access things like health care,
education, a job. That’s called mobility
homelessness, and that’s a very specific
type of homelessness that Indigenous
people endure.
Beyond that, there’s overcrowded
homelessness, because a lot of housing that
was built in the ’50s and ’60s [was] when
the Indigenous populations were a certain
size. But the population’s exploded, and
they haven’t built more. So now instead of

Yeah. That’s where a lot of my
understanding of these different systems
and issues comes from, my own personal
experience. I was off and on the streets
for about a decade; I was a crack addict. A
lot of times the church helped me—they
were one of the only institutions [that was]
there. So I thank the church; they’re like a
safety net for people.
All these dispossessions that I described
happened through my family, because
we’re Métis-Cree. We stood up against
Canada during the North-West Resistance,
and we had our land and our culture,
everything, stripped away from us. We
were impoverished and made to live on
the sides of the roads, all the way up to my
own generation, and that led to my own
personal trauma with my family falling
apart, and then my own homelessness
in my adulthood. So I have a really good
understanding of what I write about
academically. g
Thistle’s memoir, From the Ashes, is
available through Simon & Schuster
(simonandschuster.ca). His Definition
of Indigenous Homelessness in Canada
can be found online at homelesshub.ca/
IndigenousHomelessness.
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New bishop elected for diocese of Huron
Joelle Kidd
staff writer

Canon Todd Townshend was elected
14th bishop of the diocese of Huron at a
diocesan synod Oct. 26.
Townshend was elected on the third
ballot by the diocese’s orders of clergy and
laity at St. Paul’s Cathedral in London,
Ont. There were four other candidates.
Townshend is the dean of the faculty
of theology at Huron University College,
a position he has held since 2013. He has
also worked as a university instructor
and associate professor, and as a parish
priest.
In an interview with the Anglican
Journal, Townshend said he felt excited
and grateful to have been elected and
“eager to get going.”

5 Townshend:
“I think there are
creative ways
to reshape the
church.”

photo: contributed

Among his top priorities as bishop,
Townshend said, is finding creative ways
to organize the church as numbers and
finances decline. “We are, as a church,
everywhere, getting smaller numerically,
and we try to hold up everything that’s
ever been going on around. So I think
there are creative ways to reshape the
church and change the sort of imagination
part of the model of how we do things.”
He also said that reconciliation with
Indigenous peoples and discipleship will
be themes of his upcoming work.
“I think the thing that has always
excited me about ministry is to see the
kind of thing that God is doing in people’s
lives, to find out what struggles there are,
what hurts, but also to hear people talk
about what living a life of faith has done

for them, and is for them,” he told the
Journal.
Townshend served as the chair of
General Synod’s Theological Education
Commission and is a member of its
pension committee.
He was ordained as a priest in the
diocese of Huron in 1992, and became the
diocese’s canon theologian in 2009. His
father, Bishop Robert (Bob) Townshend,
and grandfather, Bishop William
Townshend both served as suffragan
bishops of the diocese of Huron.
Townshend will be consecrated at St.
Paul’s Cathedral on Jan. 25. He succeeds
the previous bishop of Huron, Linda
Nicholls, who in July was elected primate
of the Anglican Church of Canada. g

E DU CAT ION DIRECTORY
HAVERGAL COLLEGE
Toronto Havergal College has been
preparing young women to make a
difference since 1894. Founded on
Anglican values and traditions, the school
community gathers with the Chaplain
for Morning Prayers three times weekly.
A special highlight is our traditional
Carol Service held at St. Paul’s Anglican
Church, the school’s original parish. Today
Havergal girls develop into extraordinary
young women with inquiring minds, global
capability and self-awareness. They are
encouraged to investigate and explore
the world around them while discovering
their own unique capabilities. As Old Girls,
they will join our proud continuum of 9,500
alumnae who are connected to each other
and the world. To learn more about the
Havergal difference, visit
www.havergal.on.ca or contact the
Admission Office at (416) 482.4724 or
admissions@havergal.on.ca.
THE CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN
STUDIES In a time of spiritual seeking,
leadership that reaches out and connects
is needed more than ever. THE CENTRE
FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES offers
community-based theological education
grounded in the life and ministry of Jesus
in the Anglican and United Churches.
In a two-week, intensive “Learning on
Purpose” course, you can learn about
yourself as a leader, lay the foundation
for group facilitation, and understand
ministry through the lenses of pastoral
care, education and social justice. You
can explore what it means to be a deacon
in the Anglican tradition in a course
called “Ministering by Word & Example”.
Or, if you are lay or already ordained,
our program offers rich life-long learning
opportunities in an open, diverse and
creative environment. The world is hungry
for spiritual connection. Courses are
coming up so don’t wait. Visit ccsonline.ca
today to register.
ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY, an ecumenical university
serving Christ’s mission, shapes effective
and faithful ordained and lay leaders and
understanding among communities of
faith. Courses are offered both on campus
and online. AST is fully accredited by the
Association of Theological Schools (ATS)
in Canada and the US. Program offerings
include: Master of Divinity degree (honors,
on-campus, and summer distance options),
Master of Arts (Theology and Religious
Studies) degree, Graduate Certificate in
Theological Studies, Adult Education Certificate in Theological Studies, Diploma in
Youth Ministry, and Diploma Program in
the New Evangelization. AST is located in
Halifax, Nova Scotia, and facilities include
a student residence, a chapel, and a library
with over 86,000 volumes.
Academic Department
Telephone: 902-423-5592,
Email: academic@astheology.ns.ca,
Website: www.astheology.ns.ca.

COLLEGE OF EMMANUEL
AND ST. CHAD
Founded in 1879 as the first university in
northwestern Canada, Emmanuel & St.
Chad offers a challenging theological curriculum focused on Anglican foundations,
depth of Bible study, and solid community
formation for strong congregational
leadership in a changing world. Be part of
the only ecumenical theological school in
Canada where Anglicans, Lutherans and
United Church partners study and worship together on the same campus.
Degrees offered: B.Th., L.Th., S.T.M.,
M.T.S., M.Div., and D.Min.
Principal: Rev. Dr. Iain Luke
Contact:
Lisa McInnis, Registrar
114 Seminary Crescent
Saskatoon, SK., S7N 0X3
Phone: (306) 975-1550
Fax: (306) 934-2683
E-Mail: esc.registrar@usask.ca
www.usask.ca/stu/emmanuel
HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Huron University College is an
Anglican University and the founding
college of Western University in
London, ON. Since 1863, Huron
graduates have gone on to be leaders
in Canada and around the world in the
church, education, business, politics,
non-profit organizations and more.
Huron offers BA programs in
Religion & Theology, Global Studies,
Economics, English, French, East
Asia Studies, Jewish Studies, History,
Management, Philosophy, Political
Studies, Psychology, and a range of
additional programs.
Huron’s Faculty of Theology provides
the highest quality theological
education through its undergraduate
(BA–Religion & Theology),
professional (MDiv and MTS), and
graduate (MA Theology) degree
programs, and through its diploma
(LTh) and continuing education
programs.
Huron’s students are supported
in active learning with dedicated
professors who engage, challenge, and
champion students within a close-knit
and diverse community. With full
access to the resources of Western, a
major research university, Huron offers
the best of both worlds.
To arrange a visit or for more
information, please contact us!
Email: huron@uwo.ca
Telephone: (519) 438-7224
Website: www.huronuc.ca

MONTREAL DIOCESAN
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, affiliated with McGILL UNIVERSITY and a
member of the ecumenical MONTREAL
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, is a
community of scholars and ministers
offering programs designed to help
students develop theological depth, grow
in spiritual maturity and exercise pastoral
leadership. Programs lead to L.Th., B.Th.,
Dip.Min. and M.Div. L.Th. may be combined with distance education. Certificate
in Theology available through home
study. Advanced degrees (S.T.M., M.A.,
Ph.D.) offered through McGill. Located
in downtown Montreal. For information,
please contact: The Principal,
3475 University St., Montreal, Quebec
H3A 2A8. (514) 849-3004.
info@montrealdio.ca www.montrealdio.ca
QUEEN’S COLLEGE FACULTY
OF THEOLOGY has been preparing
people for ministry since 1841. We now
offer full time and part time programs
for women and men preparing for
ordained and non-ordained ministries
in the Church. We have on-campus,
on-line and correspondence courses that
help students complete M.Div., MTS,
M. Th, B. Th., Associate, Diploma and
Certificate programs. We collaborate
and partner with other denominations
to strengthen our programs and the
learning experience. We provide monthly
Continuing Education Sessions for Clergy
and Pastoral Workers on topics of current
interest and concern. Our programs
are built on theological education,
pastoral training andsupervision, spiritual
development, participation in faith-based
learning community, and a vibrant chapel
life. Queen’s is situated on the campus
of Memorial University in St. John’s, NL.
For more information about our programs
contact The Provost, Queen’s College
Faculty of Theology, 210 Prince Philip
Drive, St. John’s, NL A1B 3R6.
queens@mun.ca , www.queenscollegenl.ca
(709) 753-0116, Toll free (877) 753-0116.
RENISON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
is located in the thriving city of Waterloo and affiliated with the University of
Waterloo. Rooted in Anglican tradition,
our students experience an unparalleled
level of support via our Chaplains, our
safe and inclusive residence community,
and full-time social workers exclusively
for Renison students. Explore your faith
with our lay ministry courses through the
Renison Institute of Ministry or prepare to
help others with our Social Development
Studies, Bachelor of Social Work, and
Master of Social Work programs.
Website: www.uwaterloo.ca/renison
Email: renison@uwaterloo.ca

SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Theology
ANGLICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
Do you want to become an effective
pastoral leader? The Master of Divinity
(MDiv) at Saint Paul University may be
for you. Saint Paul University has been
preparing Anglicans for ordination for
over 30 years. Students receive focused
attention on the Anglican tradition in a
rich ecumenical and bilingual context,
beautifully situated in the national
capital region. In addition to courses in
theology, scripture, liturgy, and pastoral
practice, the program offers specialized
courses in leadership, conflict studies,
inter-religious dialogue, and contextual
theology. Fully accredited by the
Association of Theological Schools, the
Faculty of Theology offers not only the
MDiv (Anglican Studies) and Master
of Theological Studies (MTS) , but
also bachelors, masters, and doctoral
programs.
For more information, please contact
Prof. Kevin Flynn at Saint Paul University,
223 Main Street, Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4;
(613) 236-1393, ext. 2427/1-800-637-6859.
www.ustpaul.ca
THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
Sudbury, Ontario An innovative and
thriving Anglican College within
Laurentian University, our Motion Picture
Arts, Ancient Studies, Theatre Arts,
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies,
and Religious Studies programs lead
to Laurentian University degrees. We
also offer Theology at the Bachelor’s,
Diploma, and Certificate level. Programs
available on campus and by distance
education.
Call for details and a course calendar.
Information: The President, Thorneloe
University, 935 Ramsey Lake Rd, Sudbury
ON P3E 2C6
Phone: 1-866-846-7635 Fax: 705-673-4979
Email: president@thorneloe.ca
Website: www.thorneloe.ca
TRINITY COLLEGE Offers dynamic
and sophisticated theological programs,
focused on preparing students to engage
with the needs of contemporary society
and to contribute to the future of God’s
church. Trinity is rooted in the liberal
catholic tradition of the Anglican Church,
while embracing a variety of expressions
of Christianity, including a vibrant Eastern
Orthodox community. The Faculty of
Divinity enjoys particular expertise in
historical and contemporary forms of
liturgy, church history, contemporary
ethics and theology, Anglican and Eastern
Orthodox studies, philosophy of religion,
and congregational studies. In ecumenical
collaboration within the Toronto School of
Theology and in federation with the University of Toronto, the Faculty of Divinity
offers the following degree programs:

MDiv, MTS, MA, ThM, DMin and PhD.
Short-course certificate programs are
available, with concentrations that include
Anglican Studies, Orthodox Studies, and
Diaconal Ministry.
For more information please contact:
Faculty of Divinity, Trinity College,
6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto ON M5S 1H8
(416) 978-2133 divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca
VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY is called to educate and
form thoughtful, engaged and generous
disciples of Jesus Christ for service to
the church and the world in the 21st
century. A theological education at VST
combines the love of scholarship, courage
to take up the issues of our time and
readiness to collaborate with our local
and global neighbours for the good of
God’s world. VST strives to cultivate a
community where hospitality, generosity
and imagination infuse our common life.
Our graduates are thoughtful people,
reflective about how to interact with
the large challenges of our time on the
basis of the deep resource of faith. They
don’t rush to thin relevance, but linger
with scripture, tradition and scholarship
to expand our common imaginative
repertoire. Our students learn together
with and from our Indigenous partners
and those of other world religions.
To learn more and to register for your
course of study at VST, visit our website
at www.vst.edu.
WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, at the University of Toronto is an evangelical Anglican
community of learning within the Toronto
School of Theology offering both masters
level and advanced degree programs.
Our programs are designed to challenge,
encourage and equip students from many
denominations to live out their faith and
provide leadership as either ordained
or lay leaders in their church and wider
communities. Innovative programs have
been introduced such as the Master of
Divinity (MDIV) and the Master of
Theological Studies in Development
(MTSD).
The flexibility of part time study and
online learning in the masters programs
provides accessibility. Financial support in
all programs is available. Visit us at
www.wycliffecollege.ca or telephone
(416) 946-3547 for further information.
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Merry Christmas and
Happy Holidays from Craig Travel
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Toll Free
1-800-563-1555
c 25 Isaiah 2.1-5
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c 30 John 1.35-51 3

Use the
ANNIVERSARIES

www.craigtravel.com/aj

1-800-387-8890 • journeys@craigtravel.com
1092 Mt. Pleasant Road, Toronto, ON M4P 2M6
*Book and deposit by: Caucasus Nov 29/19; Scandinavia Jan 31/20; Russia Feb 28/20.
Savings do not apply to Jewels of the Baltic. Conditions apply. Contact Craig Travel for full details.
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Help
your church
open an
Advent
door into
new life!

Suicide

Prevention
Spiritual
Care
Providers
Program

Combat

Healing

Human
Trafficking

Fund

Indigenous
SelfDetermination

The ministries of the Anglican Church of
Canada change the world. They gather and
support hospital spiritual care providers, provide
suicide prevention trainers in communities, help
combat human trafficking, and fund community
based healing work. Help us open the doors of
transformation and healing.

We invite your generous support for Giving with Grace. And
we wish you God’s blessing in this season of expectancy.

Donate or find out more at anglican.ca/giving
I WANT TO SUPPORT GIVING WITH GRACE THROUGH A
ONE-TIME DONATION OF:

 $20

 $35

 $50

 $100

 $250

 Other $
I WANT TO SUPPORT GIVING WITH GRACE THROUGH A
MONTHLY DONATION OF:

AJ012-19

I AUTHORIZE GIVING WITH GRACE TO:

 Debit my chequing account on the
 1st day of each month or  16th day of each month
 I have enclosed a cheque marked “VOID.””

 Please debit at month’s end my: 
CARD NUMBER

EXPIRY DATE

 Other $

NAME ON CARD

PHONE

I understand that I can increase, decrease or stop this
arrangement at any time by calling 1-866-924-9192 ext. 326 or
emailing glanca@national.anglican.ca. I also understand my
monthly donation will continue automatically each month until
I notify Giving with Grace of my wish to stop.
Tax receipts are issued for all donations of $10 or more. One
consolidated tax receipt is issued for monthly donations at the
end of the year.

SIGNATURE

DATE

ADDRESS

CITY

PROVINCE/TERRITORY

EMAIL ADDRESS

 $10

 $20

 $35

 $50

Charitable Registration No. 108082835RR0001

 $100

The General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada
80 Hayden Street, Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2
416-924-9192 | 1-866-924-9192 | www.anglican.ca

POSTAL CODE

