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Bishops address
concerns about
‘lay presidency’
André Forget
staff writer

5ELCIC says its

decision to allow
authorized lay
people to preside
over the eucharist
in extraordinary
circumstances will
address a serious
need.
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The House of Bishops met in
Niagara Falls, Ont., in midOctober, and one of the first
items on the agenda was the
policy of authorized lay ministry adopted by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) during its National Convention this summer.
Sometimes called “lay presidency,” authorized lay ministry is a dispensation by
which—in extraordinary circumstances—
lay people can preside over services of the
eucharist. While it can hardly be considered part of standard Lutheran practice,
the convention voted in July to allow it in
heavily circumscribed circumstances.
In an interview with the Anglican Journal, ELCIC National Bishop Susan Johnson
said that the measures were brought in to
meet a serious need.
“We find ourselves with occasional situations where it’s difficult and/or impossible
to provide regular word and sacrament
ministry,” she said, explaining that after
considering a number of possibilities,
including greater use of reserve sacraments
and local ordination, authorized lay minis-

See Lay, p. 10

A church with little political
clout? ‘Thanks be to God’

“

Government
aid is a safety
net—it is not
the kingdom of
God.
— William T.
Cavanaugh,
Catholic theologian
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Participants share their thoughts during a session at Wycliffe College’s pioneering Indigenous Leadership
Development Program. (L-R): Jeannie Nungak, Kayi Nakazwe, Aigah Attagutsiak and Leigh M. Kern

Wycliffe launches training program
for Indigenous lay, clergy leaders
Tali Folkins
staff writer

André Forget
staff writer

When the synod of the ecclesiastical province of Ontario met in Toronto October
13-16, its theme was “Reimagining the
Church in the Public Square.” Convened at
St. Paul’s Bloor Street, an elegant, old stone
edifice built in the 1840s and now dwarfed
by office towers housing the headquarters
of major companies, the location could not
have provided a more fitting illustration of
how the Anglican church’s role in Canadian public life has changed.
When St. Paul’s was being built, the
Anglican church wielded an impressive
amount of political clout in what was then
Upper Canada. Its bishops were influential

5Bishop Lydia

Mamakwa of
the Indigenous
Spiritual
Ministry of
Mishamikoweesh
served as chaplain
at the program.
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Traditional seminary training has often left
Indigenous theology students in a state of
“befuddlement”—but a new program at
the University of Toronto’s Wycliffe College
may help break that pattern, the Anglican
Church of Canada’s national Indigenous
bishop says.
Nearly two dozen Indigenous spiritual leaders from across Canada gathered
at Wycliffe College this fall for a special
one-week training session—the first of
what organizers hope will be an annual
event. From August 31 to September 4, 22
people—18 as official students and four
as observers—took part in Wycliffe’s new
Indigenous Leadership Development Program, a pilot project aimed at giving Indigenous spiritual leaders a taste of seminary
life, while using what organizers say is an
Indigenous approach to teaching.
National Indigenous Anglican Bishop

A Christmas
surprise

6

Mark MacDonald, who helped teach the
program, says he hopes it will help those
who took part to better appreciate their
own spiritual gifts.
“My hope, above all, is that they will
have a sense of confidence in their own
learning and ministry,” he says. “That
hasn’t always been the case. Many of our
clergy who have gone to seminary come
away with a kind of befuddlement, in the
sense that what they learn is oftentimes so
focused on what might be called a suburban or urban approach that it’s completely
irrelevant to where they live and operate.”
The cultural differences are “very, very
broad and deep,” he says. “A typical Indigenous priest will go through more in a year
than the average Anglican clergy person
would go through in decades...in terms of
the tragedies that they encounter, dealing
with people in bone-crushing poverty and
often in great, I guess what you’d call, sociSee Learning, p. 2
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Indigenous Bishop
of Missinipi
Adam Halkett
administers
communion to
Judy Oatway
during a service at
Wycliffe College.
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etal despair.” Indigenous clergy also “have
to deal with death on a level that is really
quite astonishing,” he says, referring to high
mortality rates in some Native communities “in virtually all categories.”
As well, MacDonald says, the traditional
teaching style in seminaries has been a
poor match for the way Indigenous people
are used to learning.
“Seminaries tend to be Western-style
places of learning,” he says. “I think our
folks, particularly in what you might call a
sacred context, learn in a very different way
and view things from a very different cosmology...What we’re trying to do is merge
the two together.”
In the Indigenous learning style, he says,
“there’s a sense in which everyone has this
knowledge planted at birth, really, and that
it’s more a matter of drawing it out rather
than putting information in.”
Indigenous leaders, MacDonald says,
while perhaps less familiar with some of
the more speculative theories they encounter at seminaries, often have an aboveaverage knowledge of spiritual matters in
other respects. This may include a strong
knowledge of Scripture, he says, plus “a
fairly sophisticated spiritual knowledge
and approach to the dynamics of how
prayer works, of how God interacts with
our lives, of how the spirit moves in various ways.”
One goal of the program is to make
the leaders better aware of these strengths,
so that “they begin to see...that they’re involved in vital ministry, that they have vital
experience,” he says. Another goal is to help
them recognize gaps in their knowledge.
The program stems from Wycliffe’s
experience in sending teachers to and
designing courses for Indigenous people
in various northern reserves, says the Rev.
Julie Golding Page, program director.
“It came out of a conversation between
some of our Indigenous bishops and
Wycliffe folks and faculty,” Golding Page
says. “It was decided that Wycliffe was in a
good position to actually offer something
—not just to go to reserves, but to give folks
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Participants Mavis
Anderson, Amos
Winter and thenWycliffe principal,
now Episcopal
diocese of Dallas
bishop, George
Sumner
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“

We were all
students
together and
we were all
teachers
together.

— The Rev. Julie
Golding Page,
program director,
Indigenous
Leadership
Development
Program, Wycliffe
College

on reserve a chance to come here and have
a little bit of a seminary experience that
wouldn’t normally be possible year-round.”
The project, which had been in discussion for some years, was given a serious
financial boost last summer when a pair of
donors, Jim and Edna Claydon of Toronto,
came forward with an offer to fund it as a
pilot project for three years.
“They were willing to put forward the
money for everyone’s travel, accommodations, food, course fees, field trips,” Golding
Page says—a sum that will total about
$100,000 for this year’s session alone. This
meant that the course was free for participants; to partner in the program and cover
additional costs, their diocese or in some
cases, parish, provided $500.
A key goal was to give participants a
chance to learn from Wycliffe faculty and
Indigenous teachers, including MacDonald
(a Wycliffe alumnus); organizers hoped,
however, that it would provide a valuable
learning experience for the teachers as well,
and that the students would learn much
from each other. In the end, Golding Page
says, this hope was realized.
“We were all students together and we
were all teachers together,” she says.
The theme of this fall’s session was
baptism—“how it affects our everyday life,
what difference does it make to us if we’re

baptized and really what does that do on
our spiritual journey, how can we own that
more and live it out?” Golding Page says.
The program attracted a diverse group
of people, from the Arctic to Newfoundland to British Columbia: ordained deacons and priests, ordinands and lay people
taking leadership roles in their congregations or preparing to do so. It included
both First Nations and Inuit people, young
and old. “We had one fellow who had just
graduated from high school, and we had
a few people who were grandmothers and
great-grandmothers in their 70s,” she says.
“The range of cultures that was represented was huge, and yet there was such a sense
of unity in the group.”
One of the students, the Rev. Aigah
Attagutsiak, an Inuit woman, was a deacon
during the course but became an ordained
priest shortly after, on September 21. A
highlight of the course, Attagutsiak says,
was being able to speak her native language
again. Originally from Arctic Bay, Nunavut, on the northern coast of Baffin Island,
Attagutsiak has lived in Ottawa for the last
17 years.
Attagutsiak says the experience has
helped her overcome her shyness and she
came away from the course “knowing
much more about baptism, among other
things.” g
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By Rhonda Waters

W

“

In
Jesus’ birth,
God declares
an openness
to—indeed, a
desire for—
intimacy with
us.
— The Rev. Rhonda
Waters, associate
priest, Christ Church
Cathedral, Montreal

CANADA4

HEN JESUS WAS born, the
angels sang and the star led, not
just because he would grow into
a great and good man, but because God,
Godself, had entered the realm of flesh and
blood and bone and brain.
The divide between heaven and earth,
God and human, sacred and profane, was
shown to be as nothing to God. Being human—even being the most vulnerable and
weak sort of a human—was shown to be
desirable to God. It can be hard to believe
that, when we ourselves so often do not desire it at all, but, nonetheless, there it is. In
the beginning, God said creation was good;
at Christmas, God proved God meant it.
And so the great mystery of the incarnation, of God becoming human, begins
at the same place any of us began—as a
baby, needy and helpless and messy and
full of potential. For regardless of the
hymns and carols, Jesus must have been
as fussy and dirty and inconvenient as
any baby, because that was the point. God
became human in Jesus—real human,
not pious fantasy human. Which stayed
true throughout Jesus’ life: terrible at two,
awkward at 13, seeking at 20, driven at 30,
mortally wounded at 33. Genuinely, messily, inconveniently human.
Some might wonder why this is such a
good thing, wonder if we wouldn’t be better off with a God that stays well out of the
muck—pure and clean and holy. But honestly, I’d rather have a messy God, a God I
can connect to, a God that doesn’t disdain
my humanity but in fact revels in it. For in
the birth of Jesus, all flesh becomes a sign
of God’s blessing, of God’s presence, of
God-with-us.
But the connection goes the other way,
too. God became human in Jesus not just
in order to reach out from heaven and bless
the earth but so that we could reach out
and bless—or curse or question or partner
with—God. In Jesus’ birth, God declares an
openness to—indeed, a desire for—intimacy with us. Every feeling we have toward
one another, we are allowed to direct toward God. Too often, we treat God like our
best suit of clothes—to be used only when
we’ll be on our best behaviour—when what
we need to do is bring everything we are—

5“The story of

the salvation of
the world—of
creation’s reunion
with God and
our completion
as humans—
depends on people
like you and me,
like Mary and
Joseph, saying yes
to the invitation
to care for God,
to work with God,
here on earth.”
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the good, the bad, the embarrassing—to
God. If God can become an exasperating
baby who won’t let his parents get a good
night’s sleep for months and months, we
get to be the exhausted and overwhelmed
parents worried that we’re screwing it all up.
What we need is to be vulnerable to
God. And babies are good at being vulnerable. When a baby is hungry or uncomfortable or scared, she will let her parents
know—because they are the only way she
can change the situation. This was true of
the baby Jesus, too—which tells us that,
in some sense, it is true of God, because
remember—the baby Jesus is God.
The great mystery of the incarnation is
that, in making Godself radically present
to us, God also made Godself vulnerable
to us, in need of us. The story of the
salvation of the world—of creation’s
reunion with God and our completion
as humans—depends on people like you

and me, like Mary and Joseph, saying yes to
the invitation to care for God, to work with
God, here on earth.
This is, of course, rather scary. Like
Mary and Joseph, we stand in awe of the
responsibility and privilege before us,
all too aware of the many ways we could,
and will, fall short. But do not be afraid.
The grace of parenting is that your baby
raises you, teaching you as you go how to
do and be what you need to do and be.
When God became a baby, God took on
this task of raising us into the parents, the
partners, God needs.
For a child has been born for us, a son
given to us...and our lives will never be the
same. g
This reflection was adapted from a
Christmas sermon delivered by the Rev.
Rhonda Waters, associate priest at Christ
Church Cathedral, diocese of Montreal.

Advisor sees ‘synergy’ between church, Trudeau priorities
André Forget
staff writer

On the same day that Justin Trudeau was
sworn in as Canada’s 23rd prime minister—November 4—he received a letter
from Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the
Anglican Church of Canada, and National
Bishop Susan Johnson of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC),
congratulating him for his victory and
welcoming his “approach to governance.”
The letter commended Trudeau’s “commitment to work closely with all levels
of government on issues such as homelessness, lifting children and seniors out
of poverty, improving our welcome of refugees, and refocusing development assistance to the poorest and most vulnerable,”
as well as his promise to implement the 94
Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC).
“We share the goal to build and
strengthen relationships across Canada—
with Indigenous and non-Indigenous

5Prime Minister

Justin Trudeau,
with Alqonquin
elder and former
residential school
student Evelyn
Commanda
Dewache at the
TRC event in June
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Canadians—grounded in right relationships,
compassion and justice,” the letter stated.
While Hiltz and Johnson, like many
other church leaders, remained non-partisan throughout the long campaign—focusing instead on the issues they would like
to see dealt with, such as poverty, reconciliation and environmental stewardship—
the Anglican church’s special advisor for
government relations, the Rev. Laurette
Glasgow, noted that there is “a greater syn-

ergy between the priorities of our church
and those of the incoming government”
than there has been in recent years.
Glasgow pointed out that the Trudeau
government has promised to be more
open, which may allow for church groups
to exert more influence in Ottawa on the
issues in which they are already engaged.
“On refugees, the church has been a
major player,” she said, in reference to
Trudeau’s promise to bring 25,000 Syrian
refugees to Canada by year’s end, “so we
are really sharpening our own tools and
trying to improve our own processes to
work hand-in-glove with the government
on that particular file.” Hiltz has called the
development “heartening news.”
Glasgow stressed that while Anglicans
may not agree with everything the government says or does, the church will have a
greater chance of making a difference if it
puts pressure on the government to fulfill
the promises it has made, rather than criticizing it for not making other promises. g
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This Christmas, lay out the welcome mat
Marites N. Sison
editor

Y

EAR IN AND YEAR OUT, it
seems, Canadians get bombarded
with the same kind of news about
Christmas. By now, these headlines have
become as familiar as a Christmas music
loop, and they simply switch depending on the state of the nation’s economy:
Canadians plan to spend less on gifts this
Christmas…Canadians set to spend more on
holidays.
A slight variation to what is also becoming an annual news tradition in the 21st
century is a debate about whether Canadians prefer saying “Merry Christmas” or
“Happy Holidays.” (Since 2011, surveys
have shown Canadians to be firmly on the
Merry Christmas side.)
For the last two years, however, sociologist Reginald Bibby and the Angus Reid
Institute have been sharing a different
kind of news about Christmas—although
this one hasn’t exactly gone mainstream.
It is the kind of news that offers a lot of
promise and hope for those who pine for
a time when Christmas was not an orgy of
consumerism, but a simple, yet glorious,
celebration of the incarnation of Christ.
In 2013, Bibby and Angus Reid conducted an online survey of 1,508 Canadians and discovered that “at Christmas
time, 14% of Canadians who worship fairly
regularly will find themselves sharing the
pews with another 18% who normally are
somewhere else.” This suggests, they say,
that 32% of Canadians went to church
at Christmas in 2013. The survey also
showed that Canadians—Christians and
non-Christians alike —value “the idea of
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a year.

Christmas” because it allows them to spend
special time with their loved ones.
Bibby and Angus Reid conducted an
iteration of the 2013 survey the following
year, and much to their surprise, found
there was an increase in numbers. In 2014,
18% of regular churchgoers were joined
by an even higher number of infrequent
adherents (19%).
This was an indication, the survey
notes, that “the size of the Christmas pool
is growing, not decreasing.” The “Christmas Only” attendees outnumbered regular
churchgoers in B.C., Ontario, Quebec and
the Atlantic, notes the survey.
Other interesting findings: they are
just as likely to be male as female. They
represent various age groups, an indication
that “many younger Canadians have not
abandoned religious groups.”

email: editor@anglicanjournal.com

Young Anglicans can’t stand ‘otherworldly’ service
I enjoyed very much the article about St.
Christopher’s Church rebooting the traditional liturgy, which has been with us for
so long (New words for the old service, Nov.
2015, p. 13).
I find much of it [liturgy] so irrelevant
for us today, and I don’t know why the
church has dragged its feet over making
changes.
Also, why can’t we enjoy the Morning
Prayer service, which we had most of the
time when I was growing up? (The Communion Service was something special,
once a month.) Today it is hardly used.
I think we are losing our young people
very fast. They will not accept an otherworldly service such as ours. The new,
unstructured churches are attracting
them. I understand that, in the U.S., these
churches are booming—one in Ohio has
five services each Sunday, I am told.
Kay Paget

Kingston, Ont.

Primate’s contribution
A strong commitment to ecumenism has
been one of Archbishop Fred Hiltz’s great
strengths and one of his most valuable
contributions to our church, even before
he became our primate (Hiltz looks to more
ecumenical co-operation in wake of full communion agreement, Oct. 21, 2015, anglicanjournal.com).
On the issue of going wider
ecumenically, let’s hope that such will
be the case for the Anglican Church of
Canada and the United Church of Canada,
going forward.
Rod Gillis
Halifax

A merry mixed wedding
The article Padres join forces for
interfaith wedding (Nov. 2015, p.10)
triggered many memories of weddings
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The 2014 survey also discovered that
“in addition to the predictable features of
Christmas: family and friends, fun and
faith,” Canadians view this season as a
“time for personal reflection about where
life is and where it is going.”
In other words, contrary to conventional wisdom—Easter-and-Christmas
Christians (as they are sometimes referred
to, and not always kindly, by more observant Christians) do not see Christmas
merely as a warm, fuzzy family tradition
and cultural heritage that must be upheld
once a year. Rather, it is also an occasion to
quietly examine one’s interior life. While
this may not necessarily translate into
nominal adherents all of a sudden becoming devout, regular churchgoers, it does
point to a desire to live a life with meaning.
It is a good place to start.
The results of this survey offer a challenge and an opportunity for churches,
notes Bibby. “This is hardly a time for
leaders to respond by chastising people for
packing worship places only once a year,”
he says. “In sharp contrast to such debilitating morbidity, the presence of the muchmaligned Christmas crowd should serve as
a reminder of the existence of remarkable
opportunity and need—and the urgency
for life-giving responses on the part of the
nation’s religious groups.”
***
From everyone at the Anglican Journal, we
wish you a Merry Christmas. We would
like to also take this occasion to thank you
for helping us celebrate our 140th anniversary with your generous donation to the
annual Anglican Journal Appeal. g
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I participated in at the RCMP Chapel
in Regina. I was an honorary chaplain
there for 35 years and was involved in
many weddings.
A cadet wanted to get married the
weekend of her graduation and she
thought there would be a problem because
she wanted me involved—the wedding
would have to be in French since her fiancé
didn’t speak English; I didn’t speak French.
She perceived another hitch, as her
boyfriend was Muslim.
“No problem,” I said. I arranged for a
friend who was a United Church minister
to preside in French. Interestingly, he was
from India.
At the conclusion of the service the
groom was surprised when I said a blessing
in Arabic, which had been taught to me by
an Egyptian friend. The bride, by the way,
was Presbyterian.
The Rev. Allan Higgs (ret.)
Regina
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COME
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By Fred J. Hiltz
COUPLE OF weeks ago I made room
for the Advent wreath on our dining room table. Soon I will make room
for a crèche in my study and then for
the Christmas tree. Those tasks are
a sign of the Advent call to make room
in our hearts for Christ, and all those for
whom he would have us show his boundless compassion.
This year the world has been gripped by
the global refugee crisis, especially in the
migration of thousands upon thousands
fleeing from Syria. Desperate for freedom
and peace, they take great risks enduring
treacherous voyages across the Mediterranean Sea. Political leaders throughout
Europe struggle with how to make room
for them. While we have seen some magnificent gestures of welcome, we have also
heard some leaders speak of having surpassed their capacity to receive any more.
In some places, in fact, huge fences have
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By Mark MacDonald

—Genesis 16:13 (Jewish Publication
Society)

J

EWS, CHRISTIANS AND Muslims
have all called Abraham their father in
faith. He is the foundation of so much religious practice and hope that his greatness
obscures another very different symbol.
Abraham is the primary parent of faith, but
outside the realm of normal religious faith
and practice is another parent, another
figure of hope: Hagar, the maidservant of
Sarai (not yet known as Sarah). Sarah was
filled with hate when Hagar became pregnant with Ishmael, the first child of Abram
(not yet known as Abraham).
Escaping her harsh treatment from
Sarai, Hagar found herself pregnant and
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been erected to stop the flow of migration.
Prime Minister Trudeau’s commitment
to welcome 25,000 Syrian refugees by the
end of this year is heartening for them
and all who want to make room for
them in their communities. Through The
Primate’s World Relief and Development
Fund, our church has a long history of
accompanying refugees. Through sponsorship agreements, many of our parishes
across the country have welcomed hundreds of refugees and walked steadfastly
with them as they settle in Canada. The
stories are inspiring.
I pray this Christmas be marked by
a resurgence of this ministry of radical
hospitality. All this we are called to do in
the name of the Holy Child whose mother,
Mary, and Joseph held him close as they
fled and sought refuge in Egypt from the
tyranny of Herod.
Mindful of our Lord’s coming in humility to be our Saviour, we are also mindful

of his coming again in glory to judge our
manner of living his gospel. Did we feed the
hungry, refresh the thirsty, clothe the naked,
tend the sick and visit those in prison? Did
we welcome the stranger? (Matthew 25).
Pray with me, dear friends, that the
room we make for those seeking refuge,
and the hope of new beginnings among us,
be spacious.
***
For further information about refugee
sponsorship, contact your diocesan office
to find out if your diocese holds a Sponsorship Agreement with the Government of
Canada and to be connected with your diocesan refugee co-ordinator. The Refugee
Sponsorship Training Program (www.rstp.
ca) offers resources, information and training on sponsorship for individuals and
groups interested in sponsorship. g

alone, threatened from every direction. It is
in this moment that she becomes a symbol
and theme of some of God’s greatest acts
of love and mercy: she is the first person in
Scripture to witness an appearance by an
angel and the first woman whom God addresses. Yet, there is one other distinction
of essential importance: she is the only one
in Scripture who gives God a name—Elroi, the God who sees me.
Most who read this will be people who
choose to dwell within the safety of God’s
mercy as it is found in the faith and life of
Christian community. But Scripture shows
a distinct and different path, off the grid of
the usual way of grace. God sees, in a special way, those who can’t be seen by others;
those who have found themselves exiled
from human comfort, conscience and
community, either by design or circumstance. They have a God who sees them,
even beyond the borders of the community
of faith. The women at the well, the tax
collectors, the woman found in adultery—
Jesus dares to say and show that they, like

Hagar, have their special relationship with
God. A relationship that may not be known
by the community of faith, but is known in
the heart of God.
So, this is to animate our hearts, to
enliven our proclamation of the Good
News, to enlarge our understanding of the
community of mercy. The doors of God’s
world, now coming upon us, are not only
open to those we cannot see—perhaps do
not want to see—but they are open with a
special welcome and privilege, as should
be our hearts and churches. But there is a
dimension for us: this love and mercy is
specifically and directly aimed at us when,
as is inevitable, we find ourselves beyond
the faith and life that we profess. We, too,
who perhaps see ourselves as children of
Abraham, find ourselves children of Hagar,
children of the Cross, children of the suffering God who sees us. g

Archbishop Fred Hiltz is primate of the
Anglican Church of Canada.

The God who sees me
And she called the Lord who spoke
to her, “You are El-roi,” by which she
meant, “Have I not gone on seeing
after He saw me!”
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Bishop Mark MacDonald is national
Indigenous bishop of the Anglican Church
of Canada.

‘Radical revision’ of church’s traditional missionary theology is needed
It is now clear that Canadian Anglicans
sincerely regret the role our church played
in the tragedy of the residential school
system, which injured so many Aboriginal
children and their subsequent social life. I
wonder, though, if we are sufficiently aware
of the role that our theology played in those
events, a theology that, to my knowledge, we
have not yet officially repudiated.
The “God’ our missionaries thought to
obey was the divine lawgiver and judge.
They taught that without Jesus of Nazareth,
there is no salvation for sinners from the
threatening wrath of this righteous “God.”
They appear not to have understood that
Jesus discarded several traditional Jewish
images of Yahweh and that in their place he
affirmed the unconditional divine loving
for everyone. They assumed the traditional
church view that all people are born with
original sin and that this universal “stain”
had to be removed from their students.
I suspect that we are not yet entirely free
from this traditional missionary theology.
If not, we could set to one side our historic
creeds, which were thought to justify ac-

tions now seen to be tragically wrong. But
perhaps a more radical revision of our
theology is needed—one that helps to locate our faith in Jesus, and in the presence
of the sacred, within the context of a tiny
planet in an ever-expanding universe.
Robert Wild

Saltspring Island, B.C.

Slow to move
Roman Catholics on the Anglican-Roman
Catholic Dialogue of Canada make a
very strong statement indeed about the
weakening of the relationship between the
two churches if the Anglican Church of
Canada allows same-sex marriage (Roman
Catholics weigh in on marriage canon, Sept.
2015, p. 6). The Archbishop of Canterbury
has also expressed concern over The Episcopal Church’s decision to allow same-sex
marriage.
It is interesting to note that a number of
our clergy are in same-sex relationships,
have married outside the Anglican church
and are presiding over Anglican parishes
and cathedrals.

bilha golan/shutterstock

I have two questions: is it not hypocritical for the Anglican church to ordain gay
persons in a relationship, allow them to
preside over parishes, but not allow them
to marry in an Anglican church? Secondly,
and more importantly, are we not faced
with a conflict between unity and justice?
The church hierarchies, particularly
the Roman Catholic hierarchy, have been
slow to accept scientific realities. It was not
until 1992 that the Roman Catholic Church
formally acknowledged what Galileo discovered more than 350 years ago—that the
Earth moves around the Sun.
And now differing scientific studies on
the causes of sexual orientation at least
suggest that homosexuality is not a choice.
It is an aspect of nature generally. You are
either heterosexual or homosexual, just as
you are right-handed or left-handed.
It seems to me that to accommodate the
views and concerns of the Roman Catholic
Church and the Archbishop of Canterbury
on the basis of unity over justice for homosexuals is wrong.
Geoffrey Pratt
Kingston, Ont.
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Solace for the soul
Mental illness is now the
domain of science. Is there
still a role for faith?

3An increasing

number of secular
mental health
specialists have
been integrating
faith perspectives
into their
professional work.
Religion’s ability to
provide meaning,
says one priest,
addresses a part
of being human
beyond the reach
of medicine.

Tali Folkins
staff writer

To access stories
exclusive to the web, go
to www.anglicanjournal.
com/more

Being a priest
has never been
easy. But today,
clerics also face the
stress of shrinking
congregations
and a public that
can be indifferent,
even hostile, to
religion. In a webonly exclusive, the
Anglican Journal
will look at the
mental wellness
challenges facing
the clergy in an
age of spiritual
uncertainty.

Religion, say some mental health experts,
has at times been a mixed blessing for
people of faith struggling with mental illness—but the picture is changing, bringing
new hope for the afflicted.
Sr. Dorothy Heiderscheit, chief executive officer of The Southdown Institute, a
psychological treatment facility for clergy
outside Toronto, says that priests struggling
with mental health problems have often
faced a barrier to getting help, based on the
notion that their faith should be sufficient
and that they, therefore, needn’t turn to
psychology.
However, Heiderscheit says, a growing
awareness in recent decades of what mental
illness is, and of the complex relationship
between faith and psychology, has considerably dismantled this block to seeking
help. One result of this has been a change
in the mindset of clerics coming to Southdown. “Their attitude is different from the
days of just being ordered to come,” she
says. “They come knowing that they’ve
got something to look at, and grateful that
they’ve got a safe environment to do it.”
The change is happening in institutions,
too, not just attitudes. In Canada, numerous parishes and dioceses have taken
up projects intended to raise awareness
of mental health issues and support the
mentally ill. The diocese of Rupert’s Land,
for example, has over the past year been
involved in a mental health initiative that
includes, among other things, a “mental
health first aid program” equipping clerics
with a protocol to follow when dealing
with mentally ill parishioners.
St. Aidan’s, a parish in London, Ont.,
held a year-long focus on mental health
that wrapped up this summer with a
special healing service for all Londoners.
Anglican clergy and other employees who
find themselves in mental distress are now
supported by the Employee Assistance
Program, which allows them access to free,
confidential short-term counselling.
Still, the Canadian church may be lag-
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“

I think
we bring, as
people of faith,
a very holistic
perspective to
healing.
— The Rev. Susan
Titterington,
psychotherapist and
rector, St. Chad’s
Anglican Church,
Winnipeg

ging behind its American cousin. Since
1991, The Episcopal Church has run a
national ministry for supporting mentally
ill members, the Episcopal Mental Illness
Network. This summer, the church’s 78th
General Convention passed a resolution
calling on its dioceses, congregations,
schools and other entities to “explore and
adopt best practices” for the “inclusion,
support and spiritual care” of mentally ill
people and their families.
But in the Anglican Church of Canada,
there’s no common understanding about
how the church should view mental illness
or exercise ministry around it.
The growing recognition of mental
health as a sphere distinct from spirituality
does not mean that the two are completely
unrelated, Heiderscheit says. “They’re
intertwined,” she says. “If your emotional
life is not going well, you need to be integrating that with your spiritual life as well,
because your spiritual life is what’s going to
give you the strength to be honest and face
whatever it is you have to face.”
The Rev. Susan Titterington, a psychotherapist and rector of St. Chad’s Anglican
Church in Winnipeg, says that religion is
able to address the wellness of the whole
person in a way that science cannot, and
it may have an important, as yet not fully
realized, role to play. “I think we bring, as
people of faith, a very holistic perspective
to healing,” she says. “My question would
then be: where is the Christian faith within

Giving

that movement [of reintegrating faith and
psychology]?”
Canon Megan Collings-Moore,
chaplain at Renison University College
at the University of Waterloo, agrees
that religion’s ability to provide meaning addresses a part of being human beyond the reach of medicine. For people
trying to cope with mental health
problems, she says, it can often help to
have someone committed to walking
with them “into those dark places, and
to reminding them that they are a whole
person and made in the image of God,
and that they are valued even when it all
seems like it’s falling apart.”
The Rev. Claire Miller, an Owen Sound,
Ont., priest who has suffered from times of
deep clinical depression, says that looking
back at how others have supported her
through a particularly difficult period has
helped her see the work of the Holy Spirit
in daily life.
During some of those dark times, she
says, she wonders where God is. “It’s only
later, when I’m feeling better and stronger,
that I can see—gosh, you know, there were
those two parishioners who came and just
took one look at me and said, ‘You need
to see a doctor,’ ” she says. “Those kind of
people are ministering to me—I can see
that after the fact, and how supportive they
have been, and how God has been working through them even when I didn’t see it
myself.” g

to a Giving God
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support to congregations around
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A planned gift can be in the form
of cash, stocks or mutual funds, life
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be given in the future while living
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theologian William
T. Cavanaugh
discusses how the
church can play a
role in the public
square in the face
of diminished
political influence.
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Church called to embody compassion
Continued from p. 1
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cabinet ministers, and it had the ear of the
most powerful actors in Canadian politics.
The picture today is somewhat different. While the synod included speeches
by Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne and
former Conservative senator Hugh Segal,
the Anglican church is no longer the political force it once was.
To address the question of how the
church can play a faithful role in the
public square in the face of reduced
circumstances, the synod invited William
T. Cavanaugh, a prominent American
Catholic theologian, to speak on how the
church can respond to its secular context.
The church should not seek to go back
to a time when it wielded institutionalized
political influence and power, Cavanaugh
said. “The church can no longer impose its
discipline on society, thanks be to God,”
he said. “The law and state [have] liberated
the church from the means of coercion and
[have] imposed a kind of formal equality
of individuals.”
However, he said, this does not mean
the church should retire quietly to the
private sphere or reduce its activity to lobbying the government for some causes.
Cavanaugh explained how reforms
within Christian theology gave rise to
secularization, and charted the ways in
which the modern liberal state has taken

5Ontario Premier
Kathleen Wynne
was a guest
speaker at the
35th synod of the
ecclesiastical
province of
Ontario.
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over many of the functions, such as welfare,
education and health care, that the church
once oversaw.
Cavanaugh argued that government aid,
while helpful, “immunizes the wealthier
classes from the messy and potentially lifealtering encounter with actual people who
suffer.” The church, he said, is uniquely
positioned to minister to individuals in a
way that embodies Christ’s radical but very
human compassion.
“Addressing our social problems begins
with getting our story right: our ultimate
goal is not to be independent of one
another, but neither is it for an impersonal
bureaucracy to take care of those people
for us,” Cavanaugh said. “Our goal is to
be members of one another, to suffer and
rejoice together. Government aid is a safety
net—it is not the kingdom of God.”
Following the lecture, a panel discussion delved deeper into some of Cavanaugh’s points.
“The church’s role in the public
spaces…is also to be in the halls of
power,” said the Rev. Laurette Glasgow, the
church’s special advisor for government
relations. “But it can be in a new way, and
I think that’s where we have to reimagine
ourselves…There are times where...you
have to say, ‘this is wrong,’ and the church
can speak to that from a moral position.” g
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The
church is not
going to be the
same 50 years
from now—
it’s going to
look complety
different from
what it looks
right now.
And so is the
monastic life.
— Canon Sr.
Constance Joanna
Gefvert, vocations
co-ordinator,
Sisterhood of St.
John the Divine
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Anglican convent targets young ‘seekers’
Tali Folkins
staff writer

“Something new is bubbling—the Spirit
has got a cauldron going, and stuff is
bubbling up!” says a beaming Canon Sr.
Constance Joanna Gefvert, vocations coordinator at the Sisterhood of St. John the
Divine (SSJD), when asked about the new
monastic movement and its relation to her
convent’s latest project.
As the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
youth-targeting Community of St. Anselm
gears up this fall, SSJD is planning a
program of its own aimed at introducing
5( L-R): Sr. Sue
young women to the monastic life—but
Elwyn and Canon
with a difference.
Sr. Constance
Beginning next September, the sisterJoanna Gefvert say
hood plans to host up to 10 young women
the new monastic
a year at its convent in north Toronto.
program launched
Like the 36 young men and women of the
by the SSJD will be
Community of St. Anselm, participants in
inspired by a less
SSJD’s Companions on
the Way program
Christmas
formal approach
will spend 12 monthsApraying,
studying
simple gift. remembered
to spiritual
and doing mission work.
and treasured for new Years
to
community.
And like many recently founded
come
spiritual communities, the Companions
photo: tali folkins
program, Gefvert says, will be inspired by
new monasticism, a less formal approach
to spiritual community that evolved in the
late 20th century. “The church is not going
to be the same 50 years from now—it’s going to look completely different from what
it looks like now. And so is the monastic
life. These kinds of experiments are ways of
trying to fall in with the Spirit,” she says.
What will make the program unique is
that its participants will form a community-within-a-community at the convent.
It will be “a provisional one...in the sense
that people may be part of it for a period of
time in their life,” Gevfert says.
There are communities that exist for
young people in some dioceses around the
country, and within other denominations,

she says. “But ours will be the only one that
I know of where we’re intentionally developing a new monastic-style community
within an established community.”
New monasticism first arose, Gefvert
says, out of a realization that spiritual community would need to change in order to
respond to the modern world—a world
completely different from the one in which
monasticism began. Many in the movement look back to a statement by German
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer as expressing its core principle; in a 1935 letter,
Bonhoeffer wrote that the church would be
renewed only by “a new type of monasticism which has nothing in common with
the old but a complete lack of compromise in a life lived in accordance with the
Sermon on the Mount in the discipleship
of Christ.”
Says Gefvert’s fellow SSJD sister, Sue
Elwyn, “All of it is coming from a sense that
the old church is really useful for certain
people and not useful at all for many
others. And how do we live a Christian
life and present Christianity, evangelize,
in ways that all people can find something
attractive?”
The program, which is free of charge,
will target a broad range of young women.
Elwyn notes that there are millennials
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This new volume is essential reading
for all with a serious interest in Paul,
the interpretation of his letters, his
appropriation by subsequent thinkers,
and his continuing significance today.
In the course of this masterly survey,
Wright asks searching questions of all
of the major contributors to Pauline
studies in the last fifty years.
ISBN 9780800699642, $47.50
Price subject to change.

who are part of meditation groups and
other spiritual practices. “They may not be
completely convinced of all the phrases of
the Apostles’ Creed and be able to say they
believe all that and be baptized. But they
would be welcome as seekers or semi-seekers.” They also don’t have to be Anglican.
The only real requirement beyond
those of sex and age—the program is open
to women age 22-40—is that would-be
companions intend to be followers of Jesus,
Elwyn says.
Women are already free to live temporarily at the convent, without taking
vows, by participating in its “Alongsider”
program. But Alongsiders come one or two
at a time, and live in the same wing as the
convent’s 19 sisters. Companions, on the
other hand, will all arrive together and live
in their own space, with a common area
of their own, in the convent’s guest house.
They’ll join the sisters for prayer and will
have classes in spiritual formation, the
monastic tradition and discernment. The
women will also be given work assignments—some of them likely at the convent
itself and at the nearby hospital run by
the sisters, but most of it outside in community ministries. They’ll also have time
for their own silent prayer and spiritual
reading.
“We want to make sure that we actually
develop them as a community...So they
don’t just think they’re coming in and we’re
absorbing them,” Gefvert says.
At the heart of the Companions program will be prayer. Prayer, the sisters say,
is a skill that has to be learned, and the
spiritual resources the Companions will
take away from the program will really
come out of their prayer. Historically, say
Gefvert and Elwyn, renewal in the church
has often issued from the monasteries,
because of the centrality of prayer to the
monastic life. g
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We are
concerned that
parliamentary
procedure
may not be the
most helpful
way to discern
the mind of the
Church, or of
the Spirit.
— Communiqué
from the House of
Bishops concerning
the report of the
Commission on the
Marriage Canon
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Special meeting to discuss impact of proposed canon change
André Forget
staff writer

At their autumn meeting in Niagara Falls,
Ont., members of the House of Bishops
agreed to convene a special meeting February 23-26 to discuss the report of the Commission on the Marriage Canon.
In a communiqué released October
26, the bishops said this meeting would
“pay particular attention to the theology
of marriage, the nature of episcopacy, and
the synod’s legislative process” and “wrestle
with how to honour our roles as guardians
of the Church’s faith and discipline and
signs of unity both locally and universally.”
The question of legislative process—
how General Synod 2016 will approach the
divisive issue on whether or not to allow
same-sex marriage—has raised some anxiety among bishops, and was brought up in
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the communiqué.
“We are concerned that parliamentary
procedure may not be the most helpful
way to discern the mind of the Church, or
of the Spirit, in this matter,” it stated. “We
would ask those in charge of designing the
process whereby the draft resolution comes
to the floor…to consider ways in which
trust and understanding can be deepened
and promoted.”
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the
Anglican Church of Canada, said that
no concrete recommendations have yet
been made as to how this might happen,
but many bishops pointed to the more
conversational, less adversarial process
used at General Synod 2010 as a helpful
model.
“Across the board, everybody says, no
matter where they are on the theological

spectrum: ‘that was a good process, that
was a good synod, it was a good outcome,’
and we all emerged from that synod with
a much greater sense of peace with one
another even in the face of our real differences,” Hiltz noted.
Whether or not a similar process will
be possible in 2016 remains to be seen—
General Synod 2010 was not faced with a
resolution on which it had to vote, and this
will not be the case next summer—but
through its communiqué, the House of
Bishops has put its support behind efforts
to craft a less antagonistic approach.
As Bishop Barbara Andrews of the
Anglican Parishes of the Central Interior
noted, “it is going to cause deep pain to
everybody in the church if it goes to a vote.
Because we never win with yes/no votes on
important things like this.” g

Bishops pledge to implement healing and reconciliation Calls to Action
Tali Folkins
staff writer

Anglican Church of Canada bishops will
be meeting in the near future to discuss
implementing the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission’s 94 Calls to Action, National
Indigenous Bishop Mark MacDonald said
following a House of Bishops meeting in
October.
The Calls to Action, released with
the final report of the commission last
June, is a list of concrete measures that
commissioners hope will serve as a
“roadmap” toward reconciliation and
renewal after the suffering caused by the
Indian residential school system.
At the end of their fall meeting, the
bishops released a statement saying they
“embraced” the calls, and acknowledged
“the efforts of the staff of the General
Synod to put in place a plan for how the

5Anglicans take
part in Walk for
Reconciliation.
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Church will respond.” The statement
did not include details on the church’s
response.
“It’s important as we go forward…that
the bishops are now on public record as
saying ‘we are supporting these Calls to
Action.’ We will speak about them in our
dioceses; we will do what we can to be
agents and ambassadors for [these] calls,”
said Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the
Anglican Church of Canada.
MacDonald said the bishops agreed to
reconvene “sooner rather than later” to talk
about the concrete measures they would
take to respond to these calls.
“There was a request from the bishops
that we attend to this as a matter of
primary importance at a meeting in
the future,” he says. “In my experience,
that shows a high level of commitment,
engagement and interest, because time on

the agenda is precious, and they’re asking
for a major portion of time to be devoted
to this.”
In general, MacDonald said, the
church’s response to the 94 calls is likely to
vary from diocese to diocese, depending,
among other factors, on the size of its
Indigenous population.
MacDonald said he was pleased by the
House of Bishops’ statement embracing
the calls as a group, because the process
of reconciliation, he underscored, should
really involve the entire church—not
just, for example, dioceses that hosted
residential schools.
“I’m really glad that it was done,
because I’m almost certain that some
Anglicans would look at it and say, ‘That
doesn’t include me,’ ” he said. “And really,
what the bishops were trying to say was
that it includes all of us.” g
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Lay presidency ‘not an option’ for Anglicans
Continued from p. 1

try was seen to be the “best compromise.”
She underscored that this “is not going to
be a normative practice—we see this certainly as being in extreme situations.”
While the Anglican Church of Canada
is facing many of the same pressures
(dwindling congregations, budgetary constraints, a shortage of priests) that led the
ELCIC to adopt these measures, it does not
see lay presidency as an option.
“For a lot of Anglicans, this is a no-go,”
said Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the
Canadian church. “It’s just not in keeping
with our understanding of sacrament and
ordained ministry.”
Archbishop Gregory Kerr-Wilson,
metropolitan of the ecclesiastical province
of Rupert’s Land, agreed, saying it was a
“departure from what we would see as the
small ‘c’ catholic order of the church.”
It is an issue of special concern to
Kerr-Wilson. If authorized lay ministry is
practised anywhere, it will likely be in his
jurisdiction—the geographically massive province of Rupert’s Land, which
includes many remote communities and
many Lutheran congregations. He said he
discourages Anglicans from participating
in services where a lay person is presiding at the eucharist, and is in the process

5ELCIC National
Bishop Susan
Johnson says
authorized
lay ministry is
“not going to
be a normative
practice.”
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communications

of drafting a pastoral letter addressing
the issue. But he also stressed the importance of maintaining a good relationship
with Lutherans. (The Anglican Church of
Canada and the ELCIC have been in full
communion since 2001.)
“What we want to do is make sure that
first and foremost we are talking to the Lutheran bishops and the Lutheran churches
about where we are at,” Kerr-Wilson said.
Hiltz discussed the matter of authorized
lay ministry at the recent meeting of Canadian and American Anglican and Evangelical Lutheran leaders. As the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) had
already adopted a similar policy, then-Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori of
The Episcopal Church (TEC) and Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton of the ELCA
were able to share their experiences of
working through the issue.
“What we were hearing...was that notwithstanding Anglican angst over this, this
issue has not been detrimental to the full
communion relationship between TEC and
the ELCA,” Hiltz said.
Across the country there are more than
80 joint Anglican and Lutheran parishes
and ministries. But it is not in these places
that authorized lay ministry would likely
be a problem.

“We’re not overly concerned about it,”
said Bishop Barbara Andrews of the Anglican Parishes of the Central Interior, where
Anglicans and Lutherans in small communities are exploring ecumenical shared
ministry. “We run our ecumenical shared
ministries according to a handbook, and
that would mean that we would always
have a United Church, a Lutheran or an
Anglican in the parish, and they must be
from ordered ministry.”
While the practical likelihood of authorized lay ministry impacting Anglican
practice remains to be seen, it is a reminder
that there are real differences between Anglican and Lutheran sacramental theology.
“It has exposed a few of our fundamental differences…in the way we look at the
sacraments and even at ordained ministry,”
said Bishop Donald Phillips of the diocese
of Rupert’s Land. “[But] I don’t think those
differences are serious enough to fracture
the relationship.”
Hiltz echoed the sentiment. “The nature
of full communion is that this is not a
merger; this is not the creation of one new
church with a new, blended polity and
ethos and all that,” he said. “It’s still about
two autonomous churches that feel called
by God to be in a relationship with one
another.” g

E DU CAT ION DIRECTORY
HAVERGAL COLLEGE
Toronto Havergal College has been
preparing young women to make a
difference since 1894. Founded on Anglican values and traditions, the school
community gathers with the Chaplain
for Morning Prayers three times weekly.
A special highlight is our traditional
Carol Service held at St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, the school’s original
parish. Today Havergal girls develop
into extraordinary young women with
inquiring minds, global capability and
self-awareness. They are encouraged
to investigate and explore the world
around them while discovering their
own unique capabilities. As Old Girls,
they will join our proud continuum of
8,000 alumnae who are networked
to each other and the world. To learn
more about the Havergal difference,
visit www.havergal.on.ca or contact the
Admission Office at (416) 482.4724 or
admissions@havergal.on.ca.
TRINITY COLLEGE SCHOOL,
Port Hope Established in 1865, TCS is one
of Canada’s oldest and most respected
educational institutions. The School places
a balanced emphasis on academics, service
learning, athletics and the arts—as both a
long-held TCS tradition and a rethought,
reinvigorated approach to 21st century
education. TCS, a caring and supportive
educational community, exists to prepare
young men and women to thrive in
university and beyond. This community
values developing habits of the heart and
mind and continues the tradition of beginning each day with a chapel service before
heading off to classes. Our supportive and
close-knit community of students, parents,
alumni, staff and friends make the School
on the Hill a truly special place.
To set up a visit or obtain more
information, please contact the
Admissions Office at (905) 885-3209 or
Email: admissions@tcs.on.ca
Website: www.tcs.on.ca
THE CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN
STUDIES is a national theological school
of the Anglican and United Churches offering community based education. CCS
offers two-week Leadership Development Modules, and year-long certificate
programs in Pastoral Care, Education and
Social Justice Ministry, preparing people

for lay, diaconal and related ministries.
CCS is committed to a theology of
justice and to contextual education. Students at CCS learn through integration
of experience and academics, intentional
community building and personal growth
and transformation. For more information
about the Centre for Christian Studies
please visit our website at www.ccsonline.ca
or call us at (204) 783-4490.
ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY, an ecumenical university
serving Christ’s mission, cultivates excellence in graduate-level theological education and research, creative and faithful
formation for lay and ordained ministries,
and understanding among communities of
faith. Courses are offered both on campus
and online. AST is fully accredited by the
Association of Theological Schools (ATS)
in Canada and the US. Program offerings include: Master of Divinity degree
(honors, on-campus, and summer distance
options), Master of Arts (Theology and
Religious Studies) degree, Graduate
Certificate in Theological Studies, Adult
Education Certificate inTheological Studies, and Diploma in Youth Ministry. AST is
located in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and facilities include a student residence, a chapel,
and a library with over 86,000 volumes.
Academic Department
telephone: (902)423-5592,
email: academicoffice@astheology.ns.ca.
website: www.astheology.ns.ca.
HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
London, Ontario Whether you’re seeking
personal development, a critical graduate
research environment, or ministry skills
for ordination, Huron can help you reach
your goals. Affiliated with Western
University, the Faculty of Theology is
ATS accredited. Offering BTh, MDiv,
MTS, MA degrees, continuing education
and LTh diploma.
For info: Dean of Theology,
1349 Western Rd., London, ON
N6G 1H3
Email: srice@uwo.ca
Phone: (519) 438-7224, x289
Web: www.huronuc.ca
MONTREAL DIOCESAN
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, affiliated with McGILL UNIVERSITY and a
member of the ecumenical MONTREAL

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, is a
community of scholars and ministers
offering programs designed to help
students develop theological depth, grow
in spiritual maturity and exercise pastoral
leadership. Programs lead to L.Th., B.Th.,
Dip.Min. and M.Div. L.Th. may be combined with distance education. Certificate
in Theology available through home
study. Advanced degrees (S.T.M., M.A.,
Ph.D.) offered through McGill. Located
in downtown Montreal. For information,
please contact : The Principal,
3473 University St., Montreal, Quebec
H3A 2A8. (514) 849-3004.
www.dio-mdtc.ca.
QUEEN’S COLLEGE
More than academics. More than
community. Queen’s College offers
students the opportunity to integrate
knowledge, skills and experience with
personal spirituality in preparation for a
life of faith. Situated on the campus of
Memorial University, St. John’s, NL, we
are a degree granting institution and an
associate member of the Association of
Theological Schools offering programs in
M.Div., M.T.S., B.Th., B.Th. (by distance),
A.Th. (by distance) as well as Diplomas in
Theology and Ministry, Pastoral Care, and
Youth Ministry. To learn more about this
unique educational experience contact
The Provost, Queen’s College Faculty
of Theology, 210 Prince Philip Drive, St.
John’s, NL, A1B 3R6, or telephone toll
free 877-753-0116 or check our website at
http://www.mun.ca/queens/.
RENISON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
is located in the thriving city of Waterloo
and affiliated with the University of Waterloo. Rooted in Anglican tradition, our
students experience an unparalleled level
of support via our Chaplain, our safe and
inclusive residence community, and a fulltime social worker exclusively for Renison
students. Explore your faith with our lay
ministry courses or prepare to help others
with our Social Development Studies,
Bachelor of Social Work, and Master of
Social Work programs.
Website: www.uwaterloo.ca/renison
Email: renison@uwaterloo.ca
SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Theology
ANGLICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
Academic and pastoral formation take

place in the unique setting of a Roman
Catholic University with a cross-cultural,
bilingual milieu. The program prepares
candidates for both lay and ordained
ministries in the Anglican Church.
Academic formation is pursued through
the undergraduate civil Bachelor of
Theology (B.Th.) and the Master in
Pastoral Theology (M.P.Th.) Programs
of the Faculty of Theology. The Faculty
also offers an eight-course certificate in
Anglican Studies.
Director: Prof. Kevin Flynn,
223 Main, Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4
Phone: (613) 236-1393, Ext. 2427
anglicanstudies@ustpaul.ca
www.ustpaul.ca
THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
Sudbury, Ontario An innovative and
thriving Anglican College within
Laurentian University, our Fine Arts,
Classical Studies, Theatre Arts, Women’s
Studies, and Religious Studies programs
lead to Laurentian University degrees.
We also offer Theology at the Bachelor’s,
Diploma, and Certificate level. Programs
available on campus and by distance
education. Call for details and a course
calendar. Information: The President,
Thorneloe University, 935 Ramsey Lake
Rd, Sudbury ON P3E 2C6
Phone: 1-866-846-7635 Fax: 705-673-4979
Email: president@thorneloe.ca
Website: www.thorneloe.ca
TRINITY COLLEGE The oldest centre
for theological studies in the Anglican
Church of Canada, the Faculty of
Divinity offers a wide variety of accredited programs, at master’s and doctoral
levels, in ecumenical collaboration within
the Toronto School of Theology and in
federation with the University of Toronto.
Liberal and catholic in theology,
consciously reflective of the liturgy and
the spiritual life, encouraging excellence
in the practice of ministry, engaged in
current issues of society, connected to
church communities and offering financial
support in all programs. For more
information please contact:
Faculty of Divinity, Trinity College,
6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto ON M5S 1H8
(416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca

VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY Fully accredited by the
Association of Theological Schools,
VST is a multi-denominational graduate theological college that serves the
leadership needs of Christian communities across North America and beyond.
VST offers an M.Div., Native Ministries
M.Div by extension, MA in Theological Studies, Master of Theology, MA in
Public and Pastoral Leadership, MA in
Indigenous and Inter-religious Studies,
Master of Theology in Indigenous and
Inter-religious Studies, diplomas in denominational and graduate studies, and a
variety of certificate programs, continuing
education program and summer school
programs. VST programs can fit into
most schedules and fulfill a diverse range
of learning needs, including distance
education. Alongside the Centre for
Christian Leadership, the establishment of
the Iona Pacific Inter-religious Centre and
the Indigenous Studies Centre provide
the context for ongoing collaboration
and partnership within our inter-religious
and First Nations communities. Engaging
public events, workshops and January
Intensives round out VST’s offerings.
Consider an education at Vancouver
School of Theology and find out more
by visiting our website at www.vst.edu or
emailing possibilities@vst.edu.
WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, at the University of Toronto is an evangelical Anglican
community of learning within the Toronto
School of Theology offering both masters
level and advanced degree programs
Our programs are designed to challenge,
encourage and equip students from many
denominations to live out their faith and
provide leadership as either ordained
or lay leaders in their church and wider
communities. Innovative programs have
been introduced such as the Master of
Divinity for Pioneer Ministries and
the Master of Theological Studies in
Urban and International Development.
The flexibility of part time study and
online learning in the masters programs
provides accessibility. Financial support in
all programs is available.
Visit us at www.wycliffecollege.ca
or telephone (416) 946-3547 for
further information.
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Brandon elects college rector as new bishop
2 ANGLICAN JOURNAL

André Forget
staff writer

On October 31, the synod of the diocese
of Brandon elected Canon William Cliff,
rector of the Collegiate Chapel of St. John
the Evangelist at Huron University College
in the diocese of Huron, as its seventh
diocesan bishop.
Cliff said he was “surprised, but…very
grateful” to have been chosen, and that his
priorities include the “recruitment and
training of clergy” and providing “support
and love” for the Indigenous Anglicans in
the largely Aboriginal northern regions of
the diocese.
A native of Wyoming, Ont., in the
diocese of Huron, Cliff has been rector at
Huron University College in London, Ont.,

5William Cliff:
The singing
bishop-elect
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Priest remembered for twin passions for ministry, journalism
(905) 669-4244

staff writer
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The Rev. William
“Bill” Portman

The Rev. William “Bill” Portman died
on October 26, after struggling with
a number of health problems. He
was 85.
Bishop of Qu’Appelle Robert
Hardwick says people will remember

Portman as someone who changed
their lives through his twin passions
for Christian ministry and journalism. “I think because of his good
communication, his love of telling
stories, he communicated the gospel
well,” Hardwick says.
Apart from serving the church,

UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 1Z7

both as parish priest and administrator for the diocese, Portman
also worked in print and broadcast
media. He was book review editor for
the Anglican Journal, from 1990–
2004 and editor of the diocesan
newspaper, the Qu’Appelle Crusader,
from 1963–1972, and then of the

CLASSIFIEDS
collecting

new book

roofing & sheet metal

stained glass

Charles A. Murray
& Co. Limited

RML

CANADIAN BANK NOTES
Paying Top Dollar
Dominion and Bank of Canada
Buying, Auction or Consignment

Heritage Roofing and Sheet Metal Specialist

THE COIN CABINET
Moncton, NB & Toronto, ON
Brian Bell
info@GBELLauctions.com
(506) 857-9403
We travel throughout Canada
piano and 0rgan service

SCHMIDT PIANO
AND ORGAN SERVICE

Piano Tuning, Sales, Rebuilding,
Regulating, Refinishing & Repair,
Pipe, Reed & Electronic, Organ,
Tuning & Repair, Sound Systems,
Viscount Church Organs, Pipe
Organ Building, Maas-Rowe
Carillons, Allen Audio
Gary R. Schmidt, President
Kitchener: (519) 570-3280
Toll Free: (888) 870-tune (8863)
Fax: (519) 579-7615
E-mail: grschmidt@bellnet.ca
www.schmidtpianoandorgan.com

2

ANGLICAN JOURNAL • March 2010

Specializing in Heritage:

It Happened at the Cathedral:
Letters of Bishop RF Shepherd,
from 1948 to 2012 , edited and
illustrated by his daughter Mary
Shepherd, is now in print. This
unforgettable collection of letters,
spanning more than 60 years of
service to the Anglican Church of
Canada, in Hamilton, Winnipeg,
Edmonton, Montreal and Victoria,
( and also several years in London,
England as a curate and in Borrego
Springs, California, during his retirement years), chronicles his remarkable experiences. The book can be
ordered by contacting his daughter
at: marymathilda@hotmail.com or
(514) 487-0126.
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This Christmas,
support local –
support Canadian.
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Remember when travel meant adventures with new friends?
It still does.

by Sea

Experience our World

Circle Hawaii
Holland America • ms Zaandam
April 27, 2016 • 19 Days
Greece, In the Footsteps of St. Paul
Voyages to Antiquity • mv Aegean Odyssey
April 27, 2016 • 15 Days
Norway, Land of the Midnight Sun
Hurtigruten • ms Nordnorge
May 26, 2016 • 16 Days
Alaska, Denali and the Yukon
Holland America • ms Volendam
August 5, 2016 • 13 Days
Alaska’s Inside Passage
Holland America • ms Volendam
August 10, 2016 • 8 Days
and more....

by Land

by River

Costa Rica Natural Wonders
February 21 & March 11, 2016 • 15 Days

The Waterways of Holland and Belgium
Including Keukenhof Gardens
Roundtrip Amsterdam
May 6, 2016 • 9 Days

Best of Ireland, North and South
May 20, September 2 & 23, 2016 • 16 Days
Baltic Adventure
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
May 23, 2016 • 14 Days

Taste of Bordeaux
Paris, Bordeaux and the Loire Valley
May 31, 2016 • 14 Days

Hiking in the Lake District and
Yorkshire Dales
June 13, 2016 • 12 Days

Grand Lower Danube
Istanbul to Bucharest to Budapest
June 14, 2016 • 15 Days

Legends of Scandinavia
July 18, 2016 • 15 Days

French Savior Vivre
Paris to Lyon
September 26, 2016 • 11 Days

Canadian Rockies Adventure
August 2, 2016 • 9 Days
Newfoundland and Labrador
August 3, 2016 • 12 Days
and more....

Inspirations of the Seine
Paris to Normandy
September 29, 2016 • 11 Days
and more....

1-800-387-8890 • www.craigtravel.com • journeys@craigtravel.com
Exceeding expectations everywhere we go! Contact us for your FREE Brochure

$

Look for the ornament for Christmas
gift ideas

Gifts
for

Thanks be to God
for his unspeakable gift.

Mission

Meet me
on p. 2

Support partnership
and healing in the
Canadian North
Your gift will supplement the
church’s annual grant to the Council
of the North,
supporting
mission, innovation, partnership, and healing
A gift of
among the people of the North.
Item 028

$125

—2 Corinthians 9:15 (kjv)

Supplement Section to the Anglican Journal • dec. 2015 • vol 1, issue 4

Help make selfdetermination real
Your gift supports the work of
the National Indigenous Anglican
Bishop and allows you to walk
with our Indigenous brothers and
sisters along this path.
Item 026

A gift of

$75
A gift of

Help the Diocese of Jerusalem
deliver medical services

$50

The Penman Clinic, St. Matthew Parish, Zababdeh,
West Bank, is a medical ministry of the Diocese of Jerusalem.
With your gift you will ensure much-needed supplies and diagnostic testing
are available to serve patients in need.
Item 055

“At Christmas time I donate to three or four projects
within the gift guide. I try to match each gift to the
personality of each of my grandchildren and which
project they would chose to donate to as adults. I will
continue to follow this practice this year again”
—2014 Supporter

Gift
for you

Call us toll free at 1-866-924-9192 • MORE GIFTS at anglican.ca/giftguide

Personalized gift cards are

available free-of-charge to send to
your friends and loved ones.

(See p. 4 for details.)
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Support the Sacred Circle
Kids

Rock
Two goats

$160

treach project ideas
ACW and ou

Restoring the spirituality of
Indigenous people

Your gift will assist in bringing participants together for
the next Sacred Circle and provide seed funding for a
Sacred Circle gathering of young people.
A gift of
Item 027

With your support of $45, you will help the Anglican Church of
Canada to provide catechist training to an
A gift of
individual living in a remote rural or urban
area. Item 082

$50

A gift of

$45

$100

Bring hope to families
in need
Two goats for $160 can breed and
provide offspring, and provide protein
and income to a family living with AIDS.
Item 068-a (two goats)
Your gift of $80 provides a dairy goat
and hope to a family living with AIDS.
Item 068-b (one goat)

Furnish a new dormitory
for victims of domestic
violence
Your gift will support this important ministry of
the Anglican Church of Melanesia and help the
Christian Care Centre furnish a new dormitory
for teenage girls seeking sanctuary.
Item 062

A gift of

$85

Support small business development
through micro-credit

One goat

$80

Your gift provides small business education and micro-credit loans that
enable women to develop businesses such as restaurants, rickshaw
taxis, and tailoring.

Item 049

“Last winter we specified the amount of
money and suggested the children choose
their own gifts, and they spent considerable
time pouring over them. One child chose
Support for the Sacred Circle and the
other two chose gifts focusing on homelessness and
AIDS patients.”
—2014 Supporter
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Gifts in gratefulne
Vaccinations
for 3 families

$60

Vaccination
for 1 family

$20

Vaccinate a mother and
her baby against diseases
Vaccination against common diseases is one of
the best ways to save the lives of mothers and
children anywhere in the world. Tetanus, measles,
polio, and other diseases need not be a threat to
people anywhere, thanks to vaccinations.
Your gift will provide life-saving vaccinations
for a mother and her baby in the developing world.
Item 095-a
$60 will vaccinate three families
Item 095-b
$20 will vaccinate one family

A gift of

$600

$55

A gift of

$1,000

Install solar panels on a health
clinic

Your gift will purchase and install solar panels for
health clinics in Tanzania—improving lives for the whole community.
Item 093

When women go into
labour in rural regions of
Mozambique, Bangladesh, Burundi,
and other nations, they must often
walk tens of kilometres to the clinic
to deliver their babies. The arduous
trek can be fatal to both mother and
child. But there is hope. Bicycle
ambulances—stretcher trailers
attached to the back
of bicycles—tricycle
ambulances, and even
boat ambulances are
getting women to clinics
before their due dates.

End homelessness,
support affordable housing
Your gift helps the church be actively involved in ending homelessness
by developing advocacy skills, sharing wisdom, and creating
partnerships and support networks.
Item 085

Give a community
access to health care

Your gift will provide a bicycle ambulance to a
community—and save lives.
Item 069
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A gift of

ORDER

in 3 easy steps!

Mail completed form to: ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA
		
Resources for Mission
		 80 Hayden St., Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2
Order online: www.anglican.ca/giftguide (More gifts there!)
Phone: 1-866-924-9192

1 Select your gifts
Item Description
GIFTS on the FRONT PAGE
028
026
055

Price Qty

Healing in Canadian North $125 ___
Self-determination
$75 ___
Medical services
$50 ___

Total
______
______
______

GIFTS on PAGES 2 and 3
068-a
068-b
027
082
049
062
095-a
095-b
069
093
076
085
079

Give two goats
$160
Give a goat
$80
Support Sacred Circle
$50
Enable Indigenous ministry $45
Support small business $100
Furnish a new dormitory $85
Vaccinate 3 families
$60
Vaccinate mother & baby $20
Access to health care
$600
Solar panels
$1,000
Birth safely
$85
End homelessness
$55
Staying connected
$50

___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___

______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
_______
______

___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___

______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

GIFTS on PAGE 4

A gift of

$85

A gift of

Provide a place for mothers to give birth safely
Your gift will allow 100 children to be born safely at a Mothers-in-Waiting
house in Mozambique.
Item 076
Every dollar is matched by THREE dollars from the Department of Foreign
Affairs, Trade and Development Canada (DFATD).

Call us toll free at 1-866-924-9192

Help leaders stay
connected, stay strong

$50

Your gift brings diocesan youth leaders together annually for
connection, formation, and visioning, and empowers youth leaders
to deliver quality programming and youth outreach in all parts of the
country. Item 079

MORE GIFTS at anglican.ca/giftguide
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053
099
054
073
092
098
094-a
094-b
999

Honour northern clergy
$35
Save a language
$50
Nurture northern leaders $50
Provide seeds
$80
Help refugee build a home $300
Nutrition and income
$25
Malaria (net & training)
$50
Malaria (net)
$10
EVERY GIFT HERE!
$3,240

Total Amount $ ___________

Steps 2 and 3 on page 4...
LEGEND

Gift for Christmas giving
Gift toward the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada
Gift toward The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund
Every dollar is matched by THREE dollars from the Department of
Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada (DFATD).
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The true Nor
A gift of

A gift of

$50

$35
Honour clergy in northern
communities
Your gift will support the Council of the North’s
initiative to ensure priests are offered financial
support to assist them as they minister to the sick,
the dying, and all those in need of pastoral care.
Item 053

Select your gifts (on page 3) 3

2

Enter Your Name
and Address

________________________________
Name
________________________________
Address
________________________________
City
________________________________
Province
________________________________
Postal Code
________________________________
Phone
________________________________
Email
________________________________
Parish/Congregation

Gift
for you

You will receive an attractive card
for each gift you purchase so you
can personalize and send cards to
your friends and loved ones.
c Please check here if you do not
wish to receive cards.
Your donations go directly to
their stated use unless an item is
overfunded, in which case funds
will be allocated to an area of
similar need.
You can order Gifts for Mission
gift cards year-round. If you would
like to have your cards delivered
by Christmas, your order must be
received by Dec. 4, 2015.
Gifts for Mission 12/2015
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$50

Save a language from extinction

Nurture northern leaders

Many First Nations in Canada are in
danger of losing their language and
culture. PWRDF works with First Nations
communities across Canada to find creative
ways of preserving and passing on their
language and culture to new generations.

Through an innovative partnership
between northern schools of ministry and
theological colleges, staff and students from
across Canada have access to the highest
quality education in ministering to northern
communities.

Your gift will help an Indigenous student to learn
their language, traditions, culture, and heritage.
Item 099

Your gift will support travel and tuition costs.
Item 054

Place your
GIFTS for MISSION order
in 3 easy steps!

1

A gift of

A gift of

Veg
GREEN
Out

Choose a Method
of Payment

Enclose your payment with this
order form and mail to Anglican
Church of Canada, 80 Hayden
St., Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2.
You can also go to anglican.ca/
giftguide to place your order
online, or call 1-866-924-9192 to
place your order by telephone.
Your gift is tax-deductible.
Please make cheques and money
orders payable to the Anglican
Church of Canada.
c Cheque Enclosed

A gift of

$80

$300

Provide seeds for a
Tanzanian community

Help a refugee
build a home

Farmers in Tanzanian villages who receive seed
and training donate 20 per cent of their crops to
their village’s seed bank to help other farmers.

When refugees arrive at camps like the
Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya, they
are given a tent to live in. With help from
PWRDF, many build their own homes in
the camps.

Over a few years, your gift to help one family will end up
benefiting 80 families!
Item 073

Your gift finishes a home for a family in the refugee
camp. Item 092

c Money Order

c Credit Card:
c VISA
c MasterCard

Protect a family
from malaria

_________________________________
Card Number

Through the transmitting
of disease, including
malaria, mosquitoes are
responsible for the deaths
of more people each year
than any animal in the
world. Treated mosquito nets are an effective
and economical way to protect families in the
developing world from contracting mosquitoborne diseases.

_________________________________
_________________________________
Expiration Date
_________________________________
Signature

For over 50 years, THE
PRIMATE’S WORLD RELIEF AND
DEVELOPMENT FUND (PWRDF)
has responded to emergencies, worked
with partners to build communities,
helped refugees and striven for global
justice.
The ANGLICAN CHURCH
OF CANADA acknowledges
that God is calling us to
greater diversity of membership, wider
participation in ministry and leadership,
better stewardship in God’s creation, and
a stronger resolve in challenging attitudes
and structures that cause injustice.
Charitable Registration
No. 10808 2835 RR0001

A gift of

$25
Nutrition
and income
for refugees
Your gift helps a refugee group to
produce 500 jars of peanut butter
to provide nutrition and income
to refugee families in Kenya.
Item 098

A gift of

$50

A gift of

Every dollar is matched by THREE dollars from the Department
of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada (DFATD).
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Your gift of $50 will protect five families
from mosquito-borne diseases.
Item 094-a

$10

Your gift of $10 will
provide a net to protect
a family.
Item 094-b

Call us toll free at 1-866-924-9192

