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Stephanie DeForest of the diocese of Niagara addresses General Synod on
the St. Michael Report. See related story, p. 3.

Debate continues
on blessings issue

Solange De Santis
STAFF WRITER

Winnipeg

In its first full day of debate on issues
concerning same-sex blessings, the
General Synod on June 23 rejected
calls that the issue be decided by a
greater margin than usual.

Synod members are being asked to
decide whether the Anglican Church
of Canada will permit blessing ser-
vices for gay couples and whether
that is consistent with church doc-
trine.

The plenary hall, a chandelier-
lit hotel ballroom where delegates

Please see Blessings, p. 2
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Primate-elect

says Synod
wants a decision

STAFF

Bishop Fred Hiltz, primate-
elect of the Anglican Church
of Canada, said it was evident
from the outcome of the June
23 debate on the issue of sexu-
ality that members of General
Synod want to make a decision
“one way or another” at this
meeting on whether the church
should allow the blessing of
same-sex unions.

“It’s very clear from the way
things turned that people want
to have this discussion. They
don’t want to put it off,” said
Bishop Hiltz in an interview.

He counselled  General
Synod to go into the debate
and decision “with an at-
titude of prayer and quiet.”
He added: “It’s evident from the
conversations this afternoon
that there was a lot of pain.
But there’s a huge amount of
effort on the part of the Syn-
od to hear one another and to
listen respectfully.” He said
there was “tension” between
those who want “more time,
more study and more discern-
ment” and those “who want
to put the matter before the
house and make a decision.”
Both, however, “are conscious
of the pain that they may in-
flict” on each other, he said.
Earlier in the day, Bishop Hiltz
attended a reception hosted by
Anglican Essentials, a group of
Canadian Anglicans who view
the blessing of same-sex unions
as contrary to Scripture. “It was
a pleasant time. I assured them
I would do everything in my
power to remain in conversa-
tion with them... and through-
out my primacy, to keep the
doors open so that people can
come in and talk,” he said.

Blessings

Continued from p.1

are sitting at tables by diocese, was
crammed with about 50 more spec-
tators than usual, a bank of broad-
cast cameras against one wall and a
table full of journalists.

The procedural issues took up
nearly the entire evening session.
Debate and voting on the actual mo-
tions were deferred until later in the
convention, which ends on June 25.

In the one hour, 45-minute peri-
od, which occasionally got testy, the
governing convention successively
rejected motions that would have re-
quired a 2/3 majority in two succes-
sive synods or a 60 per cent major-
ity for approval. It let stand Synod’s
normal rule that a resolution may
be approved by a simple majority of
more than 50 per cent. It also defeat-
ed motions for a secret ballot and to
refer the issues again to a theological
commission. Tired after a tense day,
delegates also declined to extend the
session past 9 p.m.

Those who supported larger ma-
jority votes said the issue needed to
be decided with clarity and represent-
ed a change in the church’s canons,
or laws. “It ought to be decided at
that higher standard. The well-being
of our church is gravely threatened,”
said Archdeacon Vicars Hodge of the
diocese of Fredericton.

“This is an issue that may rend

us asunder. We need to give this full
weight,” said Sheila Vanderputten of
Calgary.

Those opposed felt it was unfair.
“It’s changing the rules. Whether
we vote by 50 plus one, 60 or 67 per
cent, there will be people who are not
happy,” said Rev. Richard Leggett of
New Westminster.

“The world is looking for leader-
ship from us. We don’t need this
amendment to make it more diffi-
cult,” said Archdeacon Lynne Cor-
field of Niagara.

The debate began earlier in the
day with a two-and-a-half hour dis-
cussion session in which delegates
explored all facets of Canadian An-
glicans’ view on homosexuality.

“I have to come to accept that
some people are ordered toward the
same gender. The church needs to
adjustits views. It has excluded them
for too long,” said Dorothy Davies-
Flindall of the diocese of Ontario.

“We do have same-sex marriage
today (in civil society), but we need
more time to talk,” said Shara Gold-
en of Fredericton.

Isaac Kawuki-Mukasa of Toronto
said that being homosexual in his na-
tive country of Uganda “is a matter
of life and death” and the Canadian
church can “offer a gleam of hope.”

“Homosexual behavior is not
in line with Scripture of my prayer
book. We can call it sin. My desire is
for people to be whole and come back
into line with God’s will,” said Bishop
Larry Robertson of the Arctic.
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Synod accepts St. Michael Report

Mel Malton

SPECIAL TO THE ANGLICAN JOURNAL DAILY

Members of General Synod June 23
affirmed the conclusion of the Pri-
mate’s Theological Commission that
“the blessing of same-sex unions is a
matter of doctrine, but not core doc-
trine in the sense of being credal.”

The conclusion was contained
in the St. Michael Report, published
in 2005 in response to a request of
the 2004 General Synod, asking the
Primate to request the Commission
to examine the question of whether
the blessing of same-sex unions is a
doctrinal matter. It was submitted a
full year earlier and released to the
wider church for study and reflec-
tion.

In describing the process by which
the report was written, Bishop Vic-
toria Matthews, chair of the Com-
mission, said that while there was a
wide range of opinions on the ques-
tion, the Commission members were
agreed that the blessing of same-sex
unions would involve changing im-
portant teaching of the church.

Bishop Matthews set out three
main aspects of the report: the differ-
ence between doctrine and adiapho-
ra, the process of doctrinal change,
and the Commission’s opinion that
work still needs to be done.

Art Babych
Bishop Victoria Matthews, chair
of the Primate’s Theological Com-
mission, gives a presentation to
General Synod on the commission’s
document, the St. Michael Report.

“Indeed, we have started the
work,” she said.

The resolution to accept the re-
port’s findings was amended to add
to the conclusion that the matter
“should not be a communion-break-
ing issue.”

— —

r

Mel Malton

In the resolution debate that fol-
lowed, comments indicated that not
all of Synod was satisfied with the
report’s conclusions.

“Ido not think this is a good piece
of work,” said New Westminster
Bishop Michael Ingham, question-
ing the logic behind the findings.

“I'hope that we will not allow the
Theological Commission to become
a doctrinal watchdog over the Angli-
can Church of Canada,” he said, add-
ing that he would, nonetheless, vote
in favour of the motion.

Urging the acceptance of the re-
port’s finding, Archdeacon Vicars
Hodge, of the diocese of Fredericton,
commended the Commission’s work
as coming from “some of the wisest
minds of the church.”

Rev. David Parsons, of the diocese
of the Arctic, spoke in favour of ac-
cepting the report. “I believe (bless-
ing) same-sex unions is a matter of
doctrine. I struggle with the part
that it is not core doctrine.”

At the end of the discussion, Arch-
deacon Dennis Drainville, of the dio-
cese of Quebec, who presented the
resolution, thanked the plenary for
its input and said the discussion had
been extremely helpful. “In reflec-
tions, we are seized as members of
the body of Christ in a grip of dis-

cernment.”

SEEN, HEARD, READ

Gordon lives

There was some concern at
General Synod that Gordon the
fish - whose peaceful circum-
locutions of the plant in his
bowl had given relief to many

a stressed-out attendee - had
swum off to the great beyond
after his bowl wasn’t seen in the
“Drawing Room.” All is well,
however. Gordon lives, with a
nice, clean change of water, in
the 8th floor Synod office.
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LETTER

Strong language

Dear editor,
I have to say that the word
“disingenuous” in Dean Peter
Wall’s letter to you (Not shut out,
June 23 issue) was pretty strong
language and really inappropri-
ate. His letter was also wrong in
my view, because we really do
have to be constantly on guard
against being “shut out.”

Keep up the good work.
Fred Zeggil
St. Stephen/St. Bede
Winnipeg

NOTICE
Joseph Harvey

Synod paused for a somber
moment on June 21 when the
primate announced during
plenary that Joseph Harvey, an
elder with the Tataskweyak Cree
Nation display and uncle of
delegate Elizabeth Beardy, had
died of a sudden heart attack.
Mr. Harvey, 60, was found in the
hallway of his hotel, said Ms.
Beardy. “He was always happy
and always encouraged young
people,” she said.

Council

Lutherans reject blessings

STAFF

Delegates of the Evangelical Luther-
an Church in Canada’s (ELCIC) 11t
biennial National Convention yes-
terday rejected for the second time
a motion allowing the blessing of
same-sex unions.

The motion encouraging synods
to develop mechanisms “to best min-
ister to people who live in committed
same-sex relationships, including the
possibility of blessing such unions,”
was decided by secret ballot during
which 200 delegates voted against it,
and 181 voted in favour of it.

Roger Kingsley, vice-president of
the ELCIC, who introduced the mo-
tion, noted that at the 2005 National
Convention, delegates approved a
motion after the defeat of a local
option for same-sex blessing, which
stated, “That our church’s leaders,
congregations and pastors ‘seek to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace, rejecting all words
and actions hostile to gays and les-
bians in our churches and commu-
nities, and taking steps to create a
more welcoming environment in
this church for gays, lesbians and
their families.”

In a media statement, the ELCIC
said the decision to reject the motion
was arrived at “after much thought-
ful, considerate and respectful dis-
cussion, reflection and prayer.”

Had it been passed, the “local op-
tion” would have required the con-

of the North

Art Babych
Bishop Susan Johnson, the newly
elected National Bishop of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Canada,
welcomes Anglican Bishop Fred Hiltz
to the ELCIC's convention in Win-
nipeg. Elected June 23 as the new
primate of the Anglican Church of
Canada, Bishop Hiltz is co-chair of
the Anglican-Lutheran International
Commission.

sent of the pastor and the congre-
gation as expressed in a two-thirds
majority parish vote and in con-
sultation with the synod bishop.
Last year, the Eastern Synod of the
ELCIC adopted a motion allowing for
the local option in its congregations.
However, the National Church Coun-
cil of the ELCIC overruled that synod’s
decision, saying it had gone “beyond
its constitutional authority.”

Real People

Doing Real
Ministry
This ministry is supported by the
Anglican Appeal.

Come and visit us at Booth #53
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Falby elected
deputy prolocutor

STAFF

Robert Falby, chancellor (legal of-
ficer) of the diocese of Toronto, was
elected deputy prolocutor of General
Synod on June 23 on the second bal-
lot. There were five candidates. The
deputy prolocutor assists the proloc-
utor, who is the second executive of-
ficer of General Synod. Rev. Stephen
Andrews was earlier elected prolocu-
tor. Mr. Falby is a Toronto lawyer
and has served the church at the na-
tional level for more than a decade.
He was a key negotiator of the native
residential schools settlement agree-
ment with the federal government,
which limited church liability. He is
also a member of the Anglican Com-
munion Legal Advisors’ Network.

Art Babych
Robert L. Falby, chancellor of the
diocese of Toronto, was elected June
23 as deputy prolocutor of General
Synod.

LETTER

SEEN, HEARD, READ

Say that again?
In a continuing effort to improve communication between Manitobans
and the rest of the world, the Anglican Journal offers another sample of

prairie vocabulary:

W Sals: Salisbury House, a chain of hamburger restaurants

W Nips: hamburgers sold at Sals
B Matrimonial cake: a date square

W Nippy: any temperature down to -30C, after that it’s “cold”
. Jeanne’s cakes: from Jeanne’s Winnipeg bakery, a distinctive cake with

a shortbread crust.

Anyone wishing to add to the Journal’s list of Manitoba-isms may send
an e-mail to letters@national.anglican.ca
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Keewatin-no a.k.a. Bob

Dear editor,

I was quite delighted to see my
picture in your daily paper on
June 21 along with my other
mascot friends. However, I was a
bit disappointed to see that you
reported that this was my sec-
ond meeting of General Synod.
In fact, this is my third.

You might be forgiven in
thinking it was only my second,
as at my first Synod, in 2001, T
was known as Bob. Since then I
was given my aboriginal name
which I am proud to share with
others, Keewatin-No. I hope
that you will be able to cor-
rect this misapprehension and
assure other mascots that it is
possible to make your presence
known at multiple synods.

I would like to encourage
other two-legged critters to
think seriously about adopting
a soft stuffed animal friend with
whom to share their meeting
experiences.

Yours in huggy softness,
Keewatin-No
Diocese of Keewatin

Are you between 16-30 years old and interested in
global justice and sustainable development?

Do you work with youth and young adults in your parish
or diocese?

If yes! to the above questions, then visit:
Justgeneration.ca

BOOTH # 14 in the Oxford Hall

justgeneratlon.ca
A PWRDF Youth Initiative

At justgeneration.ca
We Believe Another World
Is Possible!
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

Heard during the
same-sex blessings
discussion before
the evening votes:

Archdeacon Harry Huskins,
diocese of Algoma

(On the question of whether a 60 per cent
majority should be required.) Asking for
a majority of 60 per cent would be es-
tablishing a precedent, when what was
required to change the wording of the
Nicene Creed was a simple majority.
(The Anglican church dropped the phrase
“and the son” from “the Holy Spirit pro-
ceedeth from the Father and the son.”)

* % ¥

Isaac Kawuki-Mukasa,
diocese of Toronto

In my home country of Uganda, it

is a matter of life and death for (gay
people). What we decide here will have
a huge impact half a world away. (Vot-
ing yes) would offer a gleam of hope
to these people.

EE

Sheila Vanderputten,
diocese of Calgary

Holy Scripture is the foundation of
my life. I have to vote not to accept
same-sex blessings in spite of all the
pain.

Jean Hamilton,
diocese of Fredericton

Same-sex attraction can be changed
and reversed.

* ¥ ¥
Archbishop Terrence Buckle,
diocese of Yukon

The Zaccheus Fellowship are men and
women with same-sex attractions who
hold traditional views. They strive to
live chaste lives.

* ¥ ¥

Ron Stevenson,
diocese of Fredericton

I remember when acts of same-gen-
der intimacy were criminal offenses
punishable by prison terms. I hope
to live long enough to see the church
become God’s agent to bless same-sex
couples.

* % ¥
Archdeacon Bruce Bryant-Scott,
diocese of British Columbia

I think it’s time. We are not going to
be any wiser for waiting.
* ¥ ¥
Canon Kimberley Beard,
diocese of Toronto

I see division and a house divided
against itself cannot stand. The Wind-
sor Report calls for a moratorium on
blessing same-sex unions.

Archdeacon Dennis Drainville,
diocese of Quebec

We must begin to accept a profound
policy of inclusion. If we are to speak
to the world, it will be because we
open the doors.

* % ¥

Rev. Andrew Asbil,
diocese of Toronto

We have an oasis of acceptance and
welcome (for gay people) at Church
of the Redeemer. I am obedient to my
bishop (in not allowing blessings), but
I am finding I am saying ‘who am I

to stand in the way of the Spirit?’ Put
sandals on your feet, a staff in your
hand and let’s go.

* * %

Bishop Larry Robertson,
diocese of Arctic

Homosexual behavior is not in line
with Scripture or my prayer book.
* ¥ ¥

Steve Schuh,
diocese of New Westminster

Study the Bible with new eyes. It does
not say what it seems to.

* * %

Shara Golden,
diocese of Fredericton

This is premature. We need more time
to talk.

Thﬂrqlﬁmnﬂudtﬂmhhhumhnmyf Humal’mvﬁﬂﬂmdﬁuguhurghrhmum

working together to serve you:

*  One national order desk simplifies and expedites ordering
= Two great retail stores — ABC in Toronto, Augsburg Fortress in Kitchener
* The best of Anglican and Lutheran resources to fit your ministry needs!

1-800-265-6397
The Anglican Book Centre
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www.anglicanbookcentre.ca

Augsburg Fortress
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Your gift of listed securities
means even more now!
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If you need help in transferring securities or would like more information about the above

opportunities, please let us know.
Archdeacon John M. Robertson,
Y i PlAfy,
General Synod of The Anglican Church of Canada e

80 Hayden St., Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2 T b
Telephone 416.924.9199 ext. 268 LS SR
Toll-free: 1.888.439.GIFT s v
Email: jrobertson@national.anglican.ca R

or your regional or diocesan gift planning consultant
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